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VOL. I. 



k THE i:*Hlfi.D EDITION; 

WITH A NEW PREFATORY CHAPTER. 



^ LONDON: 

FKXNTED FOR C. DILLY, IJf tH« FOUITHY. 



M'DCCXCY* 



\ 



TO THE READER. 



ENCOURAGED by the fraternaUid 
which Hemy has communicated to the 
hero of thefc volumes, I venture upon com- 
mitting them to a third edition^ Works* of 
this ftamp, by the operation of our circulating 
Jibraries, are fated to p^fs through the hands of 
i fo many more readers than purchafers, that I 
have great caufe to be contented with the fuc- 
cefsof this my firft-born, and am much flat- 
tered to rcflcft that Arundel has already found 
his place upon the fhelves of fo many generous 
patrons of his ftory; and if thofe patrons Ihall 
be further difpofcd to permit the younger fon 
of the fame parent to arrange himfeif by his 
lide, I hope the one will neither difcounte- 
nance the other, nor either of them altogether 
di&ppoii)t the purchafer of both. 

The cenfure they have mpft to apprehend 
will probably be -found to apply itfelf to r'le 
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nearm colouring of the narrative in fome par- 
ticular parts 5 And if it fhall turn out to be the 
f;encral opinion that certain paffions arc: to6 
ilrongly delineated, I can only fay that mjr 
-zeal to ^ve the brighteft glow in my power 
to thofe charafters, who in fituations fo trying 1 
could maintain their virtue and furmount their * 
difficulties, is the true and only apology I 
fcall oflFer to the offended deficacy of my ac- 
cufers. Upon this plea I reft my defence for 
the part I have affigned to the Gcuntefs of G. 
in liiefe volumes ; without that fenfib'ility of 
'heart, with which I have endowed her, (he 
could not as I conceive have difplayed fo ele- 
vated an inftaace of lelf-conqueft, nor ftamped 
fo good a DfiQi:al on the concluGon of her ftory. 
If ihis will not ferve for my juftification, and 
if there, ftill fhall reoiain fame, who think I 
might have accomplifhed every moral purpofc 
by lels obnoxious means, kt them refkft in 
mitigation upon the habits of an author, who 
has been long in the pradlice of writing for 
the ftage, which is a province of the art that 
j^turally reqmrejs a ftrong caft of charafters, 
and a ftriking lelief of light and fhadc. Ac- 
cuftomed to comprefs his energies within a 
Hftted compafs, ihc dramatic writer muft not 
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let his fable (lumber or his language creepY- 
that tantalizing and minute precifion in deyc- 
toping the paffions, which the French no- 
velifts are {o expert in, he will neither have the 
leifure, nor perhaps^the- talents, to purfue ; and 
in his hand the pencil, whether it traces the ad- 
ventures of a novel, or the incidents of a play,, 
will colour highly without attention to thofe 
- fine and delicate gradations, that a more la- 
borious finifher would; be ftudious to cxeelT 
in. 

Having compofed thefc volumes wfth a ra- 
pidity, which I am aftiamed to refleft upon, I 
can now difcern a variety of dcfefts, that it 
would take as much time to reform as was ori- 
ginally Jxftowcd upon the work they adhere to :; 
, amongft thefe I confider the frequency of quo- 
tation-, which cannot be ufed too fparingly^. 
and the poetical infef tions, which in my prc- 
ftnt opinion ought not to be ufed at all ; and 
by thefe errors, freely acknowledged, I would 
fein hope the fraternity of novel writers will 
be warned how they indulge a fimiliar prbpen- 
fity. Still 1 will prcfume to recommend fome* 
of the more prorainent;parts of this hiftory, par- 
ticularly Lady Lmija\ Letter, N" XCVIi in 
which file lays dowaa plan for diipofing of her 

a 1 ^ time 
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time and fortune j which I flatter myfelf is not 
wholly undcferving the attention of my readers, 
and might be profitably purfued by fuch as are 
in a capacity to adopt it. I am alfo vain 
enough^ to hope that Mort lake's maxims, in 
Letter XXXIX, and indeed his whole cha- 
rafter, convey both precept and example not 
unworthy the confideration of our young di- 
vines. In the difcuflion upon Duelling the beft 
arguments my underftanding could fuggeft on 
each fide of the queftion are adduced; an4 
thopgh it is eafy to forefee on which fide rea- 
fon ^nd religion will preponderate, yet I havie 
not neglefted to fupport ArundeVs defence 
With the mofl: fpecious fophiftry 1 was mafter 
o/. 

And now no mor? of this imperfed work — 
Satisfied if thofe who read are amufcd by *its. 
fi6Ubns, and fome who write have been edi- 
fied by its- foibles. Would they turn to a 
cpmpofitioiri, that will meet their wilhes, and 
claim their approbation in all points, I beg 
kave to refer them to a work recently pub- 
lifticd, intitled Marcus Flammus, the produc- 
tion of a lady, refident as 1 am told in Ronies 
there, if in ranging over the.^ruins ofanrient 
magnificence ihe has caught a loc^l infpira- 

tion. 
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tion, or in a vifion converfed with the depart- 
ed ^irits of the illuftrious perlbnages fhede- 
. fcribes, the myftery is folved;or even if by 
happy chance Ihe nmay have ftuniblcd upon 
fome venerable trunk, in which the original of 
her €able, compofed we will prefume by fome 
contjcnmporary admirer of Tacitus, has* lain 
buried from the world for feventecn tenturies, 
wc have only to credit her for a very lucky 
difcovery, and a moft elegant tranflation,* to 
whofc internal evidence we muft of force fur- 
render our implicit belief in her fidelity ; and 
wlulft the moft enlightened of our travellers 
have only omameated their villas on their re- 
turn with mutilated ftatues of the celebrated 
, Ronians^ Ihe alone has enriched our under- 
flandtngs with ib perfeft a delineation' of their. 
charad:er95 converfarions, and manners, tJiat 
whiift we are reading her we are- living with 
them: If this be a novel, and fuch I think it 
may be called, we have all juft caufe to pride 
ourfdves upon our fain recruit as an oraament 
and honour to the corps. 

It is but juftice alfo tt) the ingenious author 

'of the novel, intitled Caleb Williams^ to re- 

mark) that having grounded liis fable upon the 

fatal efife<5ls of curiofity, he has contrived fo to 
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ARUNDEL. 



L E T T E R I. 

. Francis Armdel ta Charles Mortlah. 

London. 

TH E icene I am now entering upon 
ftrikes my fenfes with its novelty, but 
it doe.s not fatisfy my mind. Bereft of your 
fociety, and taken off from the purfuit, of 
thofc peaceful ftudies, in which we were 
jointly engaged, I feel myfelf at prefent in a 

moft uncomfortable fituation. 

» 

How it may be, when I am more fami- 
liarized to the modes and manners of the 
great world, I cannot pretend to fay : as yet 
I fee no caufe to rejoice in the change my 
father has been pleafed to make in the fyf- 
tem of my educatian : the alluring promifes. 

Vol. I, B which 
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which dazzled him, never ftriick me with 
the fame force, and, this eftablifhment, which 
he fo greedily caught at, has from the firft 
moment he adopted it invariably appeared to 
me in no other light than as a facrifice of my 
happinefs to his ambition j for, if ' I know 
myfelf, I am ill qualified for my office, and 
little likely to find either credit or comfort 
in a ftate of dependance. 

I am at a lofs to guefs what ufe fuch fmall 
talents as I am endowed with can be of to the 
great perfonage, whofe fortunes I am now 
attached to. My flender (lock of acquire-' 
ments has been purely of the literary fort ; and 
having known no other training than in the 
fellowlhip of the Mufes, inter Sylvas acadeiniy 
I ihall be an awkward novice in the circle of 
the courtly graces. 

It is furprifing, my dear Charles, how much 
an academic air and addrefs ertibarrafs a man 
of fenfibility in company of a certain fort. 
I am not fure but I Ihall be obliged to put 
myfelf under the hands of fome one of thofe ad- 
vertifing profeflbrs, who undertake for Grown 
Gentlemen, and commence a . courfe of pri- 
vate Icdurcsj for I perceive there is more 

worldly 
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worldly refpeft paid to the accompliftimcnts 
of the dancing-mafter, than to all the learning 
of the fchools, 

Alas ! my friend, the milk of our alma 
matevy which you and I have fed ujpon, is 
a diet too fimple for the ftrong ftomach of 
ambition : the heavy demands which bufinefs 
makes upon the human conftitution, and the 
daily drains of pleafure will not be fupported 
on fo temperate a regimen; nor can all the 
demonftrations of Euclid help you to the fblu- 
tion of one difficulty in the crooked fcheme of 
politics. 

There arc more phoenoraena in nature, 
Charles, than your philofophy can account 
for : the eccentricity of a comet is not to be 
compared with that, in which fome beings 
feem to move .in their "political as well as 
moral orbits ; and though we have a iyilem 
for the natural folution of the tides of the 
ocean, it would be more than the genips of a 
Newton could perform to explain the ti^es and 
airns in the affairs of men: \ 

The interior of a minifter's houfc prefents 
a fcene for curious (peculation; every do- 
meftic has !ui air of confequence, I cannot 
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^ ARUNDEL. 

bear the mock-majefty of thefc upftarts : they 
feem waiting to take meafure of me by the 
attention or negleft I may chance to expe- 
rience from their Lord : as yet, I have had fo 
little- of his Lwdfliip's company, though I live 
under his roof> that they have drawn no abib- 
lute conclufions for or againft me: he re- 
ceived me in a manner I have no right to com- 
plain of, though a little more condefcenfion 
would have pleafed me better : the ladies of 
his family are not in town, , 

- Two or three humble fblicitors have already 
found their way to my apartment, and made 
fuit to me in a ftile that is painful to my 
feelings. Each of thefe poor laijguifliing ex- 
peftants would fain have perfuaded me into 
an opinion of my own confequence, and how 
eafy it was for me to ferve him Vith my prin- 
ci{>al-: I find I muft fubmit to heavy con- 
tributions on my patience and pity, if 1 per- 
fift in lending an ear to every man's long- 
winded detail of grievances, and yet it is as 
hard to refufe that confolation to the wretched 
race of expeftants, as it is to convince them 
I have nothing better to beftow. But why 
will men mifunderftand their own intereft fo 

totally 



A R U N D E L. S 

totally as to be loquacious on fuch occafions ? 
Every hour, that pafles over my head, puts 
me more and more out of conceit with the fi- 
tuation I am in. 

Happy are you, my dear friend, and happy 
may you continue to be in the enjoyment of 
thofe placid fcenes, where, amidft the fociety 
of nature's unperverted children, you can 
alternately enrich your mind with the difco- 
very of truth, and delight your fancy with the 
(ports of fidion; contraftihg the feverity of 
your academical refearches with all the charn>s 
of claffic tafte and elegance. Regular hours 
and temperate meak, with the ftated returns 
of your ctfllegiate duties and healthful re- 
creations, compofe that pure and primitive 
-fyftem of life, which you enjoy and I hive 
loft: # 

Sucb are the ills which f rem ambition/pring. 

Farewell ! 
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i. E T T E R il. 

^be Earl to the Count ejs of G. - 

T W O N D E R you could expcft me to-day, 
when you might have recoUefted it was 
our cabinet dinner, and there was litde or no 
ehance of my getting down to you in the 
evening. I ihould however have ftrove hard 
for it, but we were unluckily pledged to a 
committee of Weft India merchants, who held 
us by the ears till it was too Ute to leave 
town. If nothing unforefeen arifes I Ihall be 
with you to-morrow s but take notice, I can- 
not fet out till after my levee 'is over, which 
will hold till near four o'clock. 

Apropos to all this, I am to inform you, 
that young Arundel is arrived i the obligations 
I was under to his father upon eledion fer- 
vices, engaged me in a promife to provide 
for his fon ; 1 have therefore taken him as 
my private fecretary, and now find myfelf 
encumbered with a raw lad from the uni- 

verfity. 
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vcrfity, full of Greek and Latin, which I have 
no ufe for, and poflelled as it Ihould feem 
of no requifites for the place I have pro- 
moted him to. What Ihall I do with him ? 
If he had droptfrom the moon he could not 
feem more out of his element. He is modeft, 
relpeftful, and fo filent, that I have fcarce 
heard the tone of his voice. I think to Bring 
him with me to Spring Grove, and turn 
him over to your Ladyftiip to polifh off 
the pedantic ruft of his Cambridge educa- 
tion. The Bifhop tells me he is a capital 
fcholar, and has carried off all the prizes 
from his competitors 5 you, who have a 
ftrong taint of the blue-ftocking coterie, can 
beft judge of that part of his character, I, 
who want only a ready penman and a me- 
thodical drudge, might have been better 
fuited with the firft plodding clerk I had 
picked out of niy office. 

Tell Louifa I infift upon her being well 
againft the time we meet : I expedt to find 
that frefti air, cold bathing and the exer- 
cife. of riding will have repaired the ravages 
that late hours, hot affemblies and full draw- 
ing-rooms had made in the bloom of youth 
and beauty. 

B 4 I am 



I ARUNDEL. 

I am told young Arundel is a fannous mu- 
fician^ I fliaU make him bring his violin with 
him. Good night to yo6« 

G. 



LETTER III. 
CounUjs of G, to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer.' 

Spring Grove* 

"VT O U know my paffion for retirement, and 
therefore cannot wonder at the partiality 
I have ever had for dJb delightful villa; It is 
now in prime beauty, and as the phyficians 
have thought it neceflary for Lady Loui(a to 
take the country air, my Lord has confented 
to difpenfe with my (laying any longer in town, 
and 1 have now been a whole week tete-h-tite 
with the dear girl, who has advanced in her 
recovery every hour. So many are the oppor- 
tunities I have had of converfing with her, and 
fuch is the opennefs of her nature, that I am 
now fatisfied there was no ground for the 
fulpicion I had taken up of her having con- 
ceived 
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ceired a liking for that gay yo^rtg libertine Sir 
George Revel. Cert^ly hte was rtrf psirii^ 
cular in his aOiduiti^s on the higlk ht AznH^ 
with her at the duchefs's aflembly, and I AiWfir 
confcfs there was fonciething in he^ rfianner, 
and more particularly in her looks, which 
alanned my motherly anxiety, which rtitift bid 
continually awakened for th^ lafe't^ of a young 
perfon fo full of attradtibris, and #ithai f6 v6- 
latile as my Louifa. I really diinfc we Kavd 
brought her out at too early an age, btd no- 
thing would put my Lord by froKl having hci* 
prefented, though (he had but juft conripletcd 
her fixteendi yiear, and the confeiq[uences wcr6 
eafily fcn-efeen* Surrounded' by ikJtttiiters, diidf 
followed by a crowd in every plate flie ititet-sf 
Mkc feme public li)e6tade, who can Wohdei* if 
fo youHg a h^ad gr6>;^s giddy with the flatter])^ 
thiat is pe&ih^t, and if her health is Abw 'dif- 
fering by the late hours and fafliibil^lfe dilfi- 
^^m df a tb^?« life ? b\x theit i^ rib feyin'g'. 
^nf reftrairlt upoh ri^y Lord's linUrtiitbd" intibl- 
ge^de, and- nothing is left foi* me but to latheht 
in fiteiice arid obey. I mtJfl! riof AoWevef for-* 
git tjd dckntHw^ed^ the relief I foftierirfles have 
i^eourle t6> ahd-^hidi I am noir availltlg myi' 
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lelf of» whilft I fecrcdy unburthcn my full heart 
to you and you alone; for you can feel for 
me J your friendly pity lightens jny load, aid 
your better judgment correfts my weaknefs. 
. I know your ientiments fo well upon the 
fubjed of muficj that I am almoft afraid to 
tell you how much her talenf in that captivat- 
ing art is improved : I have heard you men- 
tion widi regret the time, which ypung women 
are too apt to dedicate to that accomplifhment, 
afid after aU it muft be owned a dangerous ex- 
cellence when it is attained ; for where thej 
heart is aAuated by thofe tender propenfities, 
which are too evidently inherent in Louifa's 
nature^ I muft admit that mufic is very truly, 
though poedcally, called the food of love -^ and 
it is not ib much the meking cadence of her 
voice, as the expreflive language of her eyes, 
which makes me tremble for her during thofe 
performances, which her father's vanity is for 
ever calling for. She is reaUy fo capdvating, 
and io fenfidve towards the admiration of thofe 
jbe capdvates, that if I had any voice in the 
matter Sht ihould not be fuBTered to diiplay 
her attractions fo promifcuoufly as ihe doeis ; 
nor would I indulge her predilediion for thofe 

foft 
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loft and tender cantabiles, which fhe generally 
felefts for her performances, 

'I know you think with me on this Ribjeft, 
and I alfo know how well apprifed you are of 
my Lord's way of thinking, and the fruidets 
attempt it would be for mc to oppofe it. In 
this as in all things eUe I muft fubmit to his • 
will and plealure : — but whilft I am writing this 
his equipage is in fight, and I miift inftantly 
break off and haften to receive him,— To- 
morrow I will refume the pleafure I have now 
fulpended. 



My Lord came down to us yefterday in fiich 
good Ipirits, that I am apt to think affairs of 
ftate have taken fome turn nwre fortunate for: 
his adminiitration, than has been uiual of late; 
but this I can only guefs at, as I never know or 
wifh to know any thing of politics and parties. 
No body accompanied him but a young gen* 
tieman whom he has juft taken into his family 
as his private fecrctary ; he is the only fon of 
^Dr. Arundel, a relpedtable clergyman in our 
county, and one whofc intereft and fopport 
were of the greateft fervice to my Lord at the 
lail general eleven ; his father educated him 
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for the church ; my Lordfeyshe has brought an 
excellent charadler from Cambridge, and indeed 
if I may judge upon fo ihon an a^cquaintaKC he 
feems well to deferve it* By my Lord's maa- 
Bcr of dpfcribing him> in a letter he wrote to me 
the day before yefterday, as a raw lad. from the 
.vniverfuy, I had formed myfelf to cxped 
fomething v^y awkwar4 and uncouth ia hi$ 
appearaj^ce; bujt B(Hhiog can be further from 
its for thou^; he has none of tW happy 
afliirance, which puts our young meB o£ 
fafhion fo entirely at their cafe in all compa- 
nies, he has a natural good-breeding which 
pieces; me much better j and his atttntions, 
without finking into fervility, a:re of that re- 
IpeAfolyet manly caft, which feem to indicate 
a proper underftanding of hiaifelf as well as 
others. My Lord toU me in a whilper, that he 
had been grqatly plcafed with his converJ&doa 
by tfce way, and th^ the pi;ejudice of his firft 
appearance had been entirely removed— I think, 
^dded he, I Ihall make fomething of him in 
time; but I perceive at prefent he is t<»o high- 
^ipded ; for upon my informing ' him that I 
Ibould appoint him a propel! flipend, from my- 

priv^tse purfc> till I Qould ^^therwife provide 

for 
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V 

fer him, my youag gentleman truly would noc 
hear of it, and cotitefljed the point with me in 1 
ftile that I Ihould never have expefted a depen- 
dant to make ufe of : I cbnfefs to you 1 was 
highly difpleafed witik him at firft, but in the 
end I palled it over and nlade allowances for 
his extreme ignof^ance of the world, imputing . 
it to* the pride of mmd alid fetf^confequencc 
whidi dfcefe young academics ait ^apt to con«» 
traft at the univerfity.,'— To this I feemed to 
acquief€e> by ob&rving di^t experience would 
ouke him wiier; but I confefs to you I drew 
very different conclufions in nay own^ mind, 
and much more ^n Mr. Arunders favor than 
I ventured to exprefi, for it is not my way to 
Oppoib my Lord in any of his opinions^ - 

Aft«r GofFee was over nothing would con*- 
tent rtiy Lord but that Louife muft ftt down to 
l^er piano forte, and (hough the phyficians had 
fbrbidden her to> fing,. an air waa called for 
and the fMVorit^ fong in. Fe^o« wa^ iek^^^d 
for her perforntance^, thoygh it concludes with 
a braveura diat demands more thaa ordinarys 
exertion: Mf*. Arundel was foon after pre0ed 
t^^ take up bi^ yho^ipmd acdOoipaDy Louiia ift 
a con^moi t^lh^ wauld fain hwt dejslined^ 

and 
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and fpokc fo modeftly of his talent, that my 
Lord feemed difpofcd to let him off, obferving 
to me in a whilper, that he concluded it was 
not worth the hearing. Louifa in the mean- 
time had turned over her books, and picked 
out a concerto, which fhe told him was a 
favorite of her father's, and that he muft abfb- 
lutely do his beft to bear a part, for which pur- 
pofe Ihe would take it in flower time to ac- 
comnKxlate him. This command he obeyed 
without further hefitation, and to our great 
furprife executed it in fb mafterly a ftile, with 
fuch excellence of tafte, tone and execution, as 
threw my Lord into abfolute raptures, who 
quite opprefled poor Arunders modefty with 
his applaufes. It was now in vain to think of 
ftemming the torrent, for the harmonious rage 
had feized Louifa as much as it had her father^ 
and our young mufician forely againfl his will 
was made to accompany her in two of her befb 
ibngs, which I muft own he did with fb much j 
delicacy of expreffion, as to make even me for 
the time almoflas imprudent as my Lord i but 
at die conclufion of the fecond air, having 
Inapt one of his firings, as I verily believe by 
dcfign^ he had notj or pretended that he had not> 

another I 
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another ; and So concluded our concert, to the 
great mortification of my Lord, and the fortu- 
nate refcue of Louifa's exhaufted fpirits. ^ 

This morning my Lord went early to town, 
having left his young. man with us till his re- 
turn J and being Sunday and Louifa^s health 
making it not advifeable for her to venture to 
church, 'we defired Mr. Arundel to read the 
fervice to us at home, which he did in fuch a 
manner, as imprejSed me with regret, that 
talents, fo adapted to the office he was per- 
forming, ihould be diverted to lefs worth/ 
purpofes; and, thinking as I do of politics and 
all who are involved in them, I pitied the fate 
of this unhappy viftim tc$ dependance, and 
fepm my heart abhorred the mercenary motives 
of the father, who had withdrawn him from 
the fervice of God and facrificed him to the 
n^nomon of ambition. Farewell ! 



LETTER 



. ,• 






1 



l6 ARUNDEL- 



LETTER IV. 

Dr. Arundel to Francis bis /on. 

Son Francis, 

i| S it hath now pleafed the Giver of all good 
things to crown my humble ^dearours 
with fuccefs, and to permit me to exalt you 
to a fpherc, where your talents may have 
room for their difplay, and your fortune, un- 
der pnxtent care and caution, may be final)/ 
eftablifhed to the extent of my moft fanguine 
hopes, through the fevor of my gracious 
patron an(l benisfa£):or, the noble Esu*l of G» 
it behoves me to give you fuch rule* for y6uf 
conduft as may lead your inexperience yotHft 
in the right road to preferment; and it wiU^ 
be your indifpenfable duty to obferve and fol- 
low thefe direftions faithfully and implicitly at 
all times and on all occafions, as I fhall find 
needful for your government and guidance in 
the courfc of life, which you have now com* 
menced* 

RecoUcdt, 
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Recoiled, child, that I have now lived, 
(bleffed be God !) to fee many days j and, ac- 
cording to the computation of man's brief 
pilgrimage, may already account myfelf a man 
full of years. Old age and experience are the 
parents of wifdom, and I truft it is no vanity 
in me to prefume I am entitled to fome atten- 
tion on that account, having, now for more 
than thirty years, without intermiflion, fuper- 
intended the ipiritual welfare of this populous 
parifhj and lived in fair repute, not only with 
my^own peculiar flock, but let me add, with 
all my neighbours round about. I muft there- 
fore know fomethinjg of life, and I ought to 
know it, for in this period I have looked it 
through and throi^h — I have ftudied not only 
books, txit men and things, and compofed 
many difierences and difficulties amongft my 
contentious brethren, hard and intricate in 
their nature, whereby I have done benefit to 
my fellow-creatures, and acquired the repu- 
tation of much wifdom and difcretion to my- 
felf. ^ . ^ 

Let me tell you therefore in the firft place, 
tkat you ought on no account to have taken 
on yourfclf to reply as you did to your noble 

patron. 
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patron, touching the allowance, which he ge- 
neroiifly offered to you from liis private piirfe, 
till fuch tinie as he could better provide for 
you. Why did you not apply to me for my 
advice in that particular ? I fhould have given 
you far different and better counfel: know 
you not, rafli young man, that it is both your 
intereft and your duty to reflife nothing ? Can 
you not comprehend, impolitic and improvi- 
dent as you are, that if his noble Lord/hip 
had paid you from his own pocket, it muft in 
reafon and the nature of things have quick- 
ened his fpeed to exonerate himfelf from the 
incumbrance of your ftipend ? And what is 
the rcfult of this ? what, but a place in ibme 
bran«h of the revenue, or perhaps the portion 
of a place, equivalent et leaft, if not fuperior, 
in value to the amount of your private pay ? 
Ah, foolifti boy ! well may I exclaim with the 
poet, ^de dedifti primipium adveniens ! — But 
go back to his Lordlhip and humble yourfelf 
. in his prefence; perad venture he will treat it 
as a firft offence and receive you to his for- 
givenefs, in pity of your inexperienced youth 
and weaknefs. Tell him that I accept this 
generous tender with heartfelt gratitude and 

devotion i 
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devotion ; and when you have got it, look 
well to the difpofal of it, fo as I niay not be 
called upon to fupply your exceedings, but 
manage your affairs with that oeconomy, which 
will be your bell friend through life. 

I am told his Lordfhip's patronage is pro- 
digious : inform yourfelf well of all particu- 
lars, and be careful to minute down all offices 
and appointments within his gift in a private 
book of your own, according to their real va- 
lue and perquifites, with proper comments 
upon the perfons of the refpeftive incumbents, 
viz. as to zigty health, infirmities, connexions, 
&c» This will be to thee the very manual of 
wildom, and this I am well aflured is the ufual 
pradice with dependants in your fituadon, whe 
have any forcfight and difcrerion. 

Be always ready at the call, nay at the very 
nod of your principal ; fludy his looks, fo as 
to anticipate, if pofTible, his V^ifhes, before he 
can give them utterance. Make friends widi 
all that are of his family or connexions j none 
are to be negledted by you, not even his do- 
meflics, for they have much to fay, and many 
opportunities to fay it in. 

His Lordlhip, you well know, is of a lofty 

nature. 
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nature, high in blood, rich in honors and re- 
plete v^th power, authority and wealth: his 
humour therefore muft be your law, and in 
all things you muft accord to it i if you thwart 
it> you are undone ; if you footh it, your for- 
tune is made. 

The Countefs is a moft virtuous and amia- 
ble lady, refpeftable for her private and domef- 
tic qualities, but fhe has little influence- over 
his noble mind, and, being altogether detached 
from great affairs, can be of little fervice to 
your views, and you will do wifely to propor- 
tion your attention to her accordingly. 

It is not fo with the young and beauteous 
lady Louifa, for flie, ^s I can witiiefs^ is her 
father's darling and has much to fay. L€t 
your devoirs to this lovely favorite be dedi- 
cated with the moft profound devotion 5 herein 
you will be furthered by your Ikill and addrefs 
in mufic, to which it feems both Ihe and your 
noble patron alfo are much devoted. 

Let thefe few maxims fuffice for the pre- 
fent; they are, however, though few in num- 
ber, well worthy your attention for their im- 
portance. Weigh them thoroughly in your 
thoughts, write them on the tablet of your 

heart. 
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heart, yea, bind them (in the fpirit of the facrcd 
metaphor) as frontlets between your brows; 
and fail not to bear in mind, that I am as you 
dcferve. 

Your friend to ierve you, 

and your afieftionate father, 
Joseph Arundel, 
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LETTER V. 

Comtefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer, 

I 
J 

T AM not fure if I told you in my laft that 
my Lord confents to let us remain here for 
the fake of Louifa's recovery j and as the fpring 
h already ib idx advanced^ we fhall go no more 
to town this feafon, which I am moft fincerely 
thankful for ; and as Louifa acquielces with a 
good grace in the meafure, all is well, and here 
we are fixed for the fummen 

Our 'new acquaintance has been very agree- 
able to us, and really helped us to pafs our 
time much pleafantcr than we could otherwile 
havC'diipofed of it. How much did' I wifh 

for 
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for you to have been of our party ! for he is 
abfolutely the very beft reader I ever liftened 
to : if I may judge by the fubjefts he felefted . 
for our hearing, he had fomething more in. 
view than merely to entertain us> for nothing 
could be better chofen ; and where any explana- 
tion was wanting, he fupplied it in a manner, 
that made us oftentimes more indebted ta the 
commentator than the s^uthon It is matter 
of allonifhment to me how fo young a man 
can have ftored his mind with fuch a fund of 
learning, and of fo many various forts, for he 
feems mafter of all fubjefts that are thrown in 
his way : but thefe are matters out of my depth ; 
you would be fully competent to pronounce 
upon his merit, and to you I muft refer it* 

We have had no mufic, for he would never 
put his violin in order, and I have now difcc^ 
vered that it was as 1 fufpefted, nothing but a 
contrivance to give refpite to Louifa. 

This morning I took a long walk .with him 
round our ornamented farm, whilft Louifa was 
employed in writing to Lady Jane ; from the 
^rn of his converfation I could plainly enough 
difcover, that he is not overjoyed by the fitua- 

tion he is thrown into, which feems to have 

been 
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been entirely of his father's feeking, and bjr no 
means the way of life he would have made 
choice of for himfelf. This I own afFefted 
me very fenfibly, and I could not forbear 
giving him fome hints, which I conceived 
might be ufeful to him in his future views and 
connexions. He liftened to me very atten- 
tively, and after a fhort filence addrefled himfelf 
to me in the following words : — 

I am much beholden to your Ladyfhip for 
the kind advice you have given me, which I 
fhali not fail to bear in mind j but I am afraid 
Lord G. will foon repent of the choice he has 
made, for by what you have been pleafed to 
hint to mc, I perceive there are many more 
arts and managernents neceflary in a fituation 
of dependance than I am ever likely to learn, 
or having Iqarnt to carry into praftice, I have 
that opinion of his Lord/hip's delicacy, that I 
dare fay he will never require of me any other 
lacrifices dian the fpirit of a gentleman ought 
in reafon to fufemit to ; but I am not fo furc 
of other people, who may regard even fiich an 
ihfignificant being as I am with an eye of jea- 
loufyj and I am fcnfible I never fhall be poffeft 
of that convenient patience, which can put up 

widi 
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with an infult, though it were no otherwife to 
be refented than by the total facrifice of my 
intereft. 

Believe me, Mr. Arundel, I replied, how- 
ever commendable thcfe principles are, yet, as 
the world is now faihioncd, too quick a fcnfi- 
bility will involve you in a thoiifand troubles, 
and I do fincerely wifli for your fake I was 
poflefled of thofe powers of perluafion, which 
might prevail with you to be upon your guard, 
more elpecially at your outfet into life. But 
I have no fuch powers, and can only offer you 
my good wifhes. 

At thefe words, turning quickly towards 
me, his countenance animated with the moft 
lively blufli, I muft be a monfter^ exclaimed 
he, if I could ever lofe the memory of this 
goodnefs, or prove infenfible to the honour 
you confer upon me^ and I muft beg your 
Ladyfliip to be affured that there is no opinion 
can proceed from your lips, which I (hall not 
moft implicitly adhere to, that only excepted, 
which has reference to yourfelf j therein you 
muft permit me very widely to diflent ; and if 
it were not too prefumptuous a requeft to 
make, I fhould account myfclf moft happy 
8 and * 
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and moft honoured, would you fufFer me, in 
cafe of future difficulty^ (provided tht affair 
be not unfit for fuch a reference) to throw 
myfelf upon your friendly judgment for ad- 
vice : I blufli to make fo bold a fuit, but in- 
deed I am incapable of abufirig your conde- 
icenfion, and I flatter myfelf, if I was allowed 
to think of you as of one, to whom I was to 
bring my conduft to account, I fhould never 
have the heart to do a deed, or even meditate 
a thought, that might difhonour my pro- 
teftrefs, 

I muft confefs, the eager manner of his utter- 
ance and the unexpected claim he made upon 
my confidence, (which to own the truth was 
ibmewhat more fudden than our acquaintance 
warranted, and rather out of form in the manner 
it was introduced) threw me into fome confu- 
fion, and I rather doubt if you will think that I 
deported myfelf altpgether as I ought by affent- 
ing to a requeft, which may poffibly engage me 
further as a party in his fortune and affairs than 
in prudence I (hould have gone j and indeed, 
confidering how little mfluence I have over 
any perfon or in any thing, was it not in fadt 
a kind of deceit to let him think that fuch a 

Voi-. I. C friend 
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friend conld be of any ufe to him in life ? If 
there had been the leaft degree of forwardnefe, 
the fmalleft fhadow of impertinence either in 
. liis look or deportment, I could have drawn 
back, and, however foreign it may be to my na- 
ture to aflume the great lady, I Ihould in that 
cafe perhaps have taken it upon me to put hirri 
at his diftance j but in this inftance it would 
have been rank pride and ill-nature to have 
turned a difcouraging countenance upon a mo- 
deft youdi, whofe emotions were fimply thofe 
of gratitude and refpcft, and I fliouki have 
abhorred myfelf had I been capable of attempt- 
ing IL 

Thus for the fifft time in life have I been 

^rawn out of that negative infignificance of 

charaftcr, which I have fb long ftudied to 

preferve, and furprifed into an undertaking, 

^hich I am as unfit for as my pupil is for a 

dependant. You wiS fmile to think of me in 

^ <^l^araaer of a female Mentw, me, who have 

^ I^'^'i''' ^y ^^^y's affairs, and hardly dare 

Arundel • ^ ^^" ^^^^ ' ^^ ^"^^ ^*"- 

look a,pon ^^""^^i^^ with my Lord, I muft 

^^> unlefs his v-^ ? ^^^^ ^^^^ precarious ftate, 

Violin pleads ftrongly in his favor, 

I kr*w 
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I know no other chance he has to find the way 
to his , good graces. He wiU jiot flatter, and 
he is too proud to truckle to the hangers-on, 
that fwarm about the Great: the firft fcrape he 
falls into on that account will completely open 
his eyes as ta my want of confequence, and 
(hew him that he leans upon a broken reed, 
for there *! can afford him no help: the only 
ufe 1 could be of to him is in difficulties, 
which may arife from my own fex^ for I Ihould 
tell you that this young Secretary of our's iis 
out of all corriparifon the handfomeft: young 
man I have ever feen, and very finely formed 
withal J fo that I conclude he will have embar- 
rafTments more than enough to flruggle with 
from that quarter ; but it fo happens that upon 
the only points I could ferve him in, delicacy 
muft of courfe prevent him from employing 
me. 

Poor Arundel ! does not your kind heart 
feel fbr him ? mine is full of pity and appre^ 
hcnfion, FarcwelU 



Ci LETTER 



a8 ARUNDEL. 



LETTER VL 

JFrafuis to Dr. Arundel. 

1 A M truly concerned to find you difapprovc 
of niy declining Lord G.'s offer; if any con- 
fideration could prevail with nie to accept it, 
your commands would 5 but if I have hitherto 
obeyed you in. all things,, I hope you will par- 
don this my firft tranlgreffion, as I cannot do 
fo great a violence to my nature, as to take 
wages from the hand of a mafter, and fink 
my felf to the condition of a hired fervant. 

As to the idea of its operating as a quickener 
to provoke him to a more Ipeedy provifion 
for me by other means, I confefs it never en- 
tered my thoughtis, nor do I think I fhall ever 
acquire fo politic an attention to my own inr 
tereft, or that any experience will improve me 
in a fpecies of wifdom, which centers fo ex- 
clufively and individually in felf* 

If the burthen that may eventually fall upon 

you, till fome provifion (hall be found for 

me, is amongft the motives, that induce you to 

i enjoin 
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enjoin my compliance with the offer in quef- 
tion, I think my felf fortunate in being able to 
fecure you againft thofe apprehenfions for feme 
time to come by the very kind and feafbnable 
fupply which my uncle's bounty has juft fent 
me, amounting to the fum of two hundred 
pounds; and I flatter my felf at the fame time 
the manner in which I IhaH hufband this fund, 
will imprefs you with no unfavourable opinion 
of my ceconomy. 

The leflbns ot humility, which you are 

. pleafed to bellow upon me, I ftiall llrive 

to profit by j I am alfo fenfible how much my 

ignorance ftands in need of admonition, and 

how well qualified you are to admonifti ; but 1 

' fhall hope to find Lord G. too noble to demand 

thofe abjecSb affiduities, which would degrade 

my charafter and refleft no honour upon his. 

If I can reipeft him for his virtue, talents and 

integrity, my devotion will gp as far as any 

*man's ought to go j but if I find him wanting 

in thefe qualities, I can never pay adoration to 

rank alone, nor flatter power with the fordid 

view of profiting by what I defpife. 

Qn all occafions I fhall proportion my 
refpeft according to the merit rather than 

C J- importance 
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importance of the pcribns I may be concerned 
Vi'ith; and by this rule> as for as I have 
yet been able to difcover. Lady G/s daim 
will by no means be fo flight and infigni- 
ficant, as you feem to think it. I embrace 
with a devoted heart the tender of your fa- 
therly friendfhip and afFeftion on the con- 
dition of my defcrving it, which I fhall ftudy 
to fulfil by approving myfclf at all times 
and on all occafions, 

Yoyr moft dutiful 

and moft obedient Son. 



LET T E R VIL 

Captain ^ohn Jrundel to Francis. 
Dear Framr, 

PortTmouth. 

T HAVE got a fmall neft-egg left in the 
hands of my agent, whofe diredicn you 
will find in the inclofed order \ you may crack 
the Ihcll, my good boy, and make the moft of 
it 5 if your ftomach is not very . fharp iet;, it 

will 
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will help out your mefs, as I make no doubt 
but your commanding officer has ftinted you* 
to fhort allowance* 

There is but litde ftirruig in our way, 
or I would do more for you j one lucky hit 
they %^ will heal many hard blows s if ever I 
fliould ftumble upon good fortune, you Ihall 
fare the better for it; if not, ypu muft look out 
for yourfelf, and they tell me yoU are now in 
the track. 

I hope you don*t injcnd to grow a flalliy 
fellow and learn to turn up your nofe at a tar 
jacket J if that's to be your game, myhumbli? 
fenrice to you : but I am^ur^ you ar^ too honeft 
a lad for that } and fo no more at preiient from 
your lovuig Uncle, 
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LETTER VIII. 

Jrundd to Captain John ArimdeL 

T H AVE received your order for two iiun- 

dred pounds at your agent's office, and nx>ft 

gratefully acknowledge your generofity to me 

on this and all occafions. I would fay much 

more to you on the fubjeft if I dare, but as I 

know you too well to venture upon profeflions, 

I (hall only affure you that though you have 

made me rich, you have made me frugal, as I 

Ihall fcorn to diffipate the earnings of your va^ 

lour in an unbecoming manner. 

I muft own your favor reached me in a 
needful moment, for as I had difobligcd my 
father by refufing a ftipend from Lord G. 
he had puniftied my pride by reven^ng him-r 
felf upon my pocket j and I find enough to 
diQike in my prefent fituation without the 
aggravation* of poverty. 

Alas ! my dear uncle, there is fomething in 
my blood, that revolts againft dependance: 
my anccftors never yet ferved any mailer but 

their 
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dieir kmg, and yet my father would have 
humbled me to the mean condition of receiv- 
ijig wages from Lord G., but in vain; I would 
Iboner have taken the firft honorable grave 
I, could .find than his lordlhip's pay, arid 
been the firft Arundel, who fo dilgraced the 
name. 

If my wilhcs could have prevailed I had 
continued at Cambridge, where I was purfuing 
my ftudics with fbme little reputation \ but if 
that was not to be permitted, why was I not 
thrown into the army, where my uncle the Ge- 
neral would have prote&ed me,*and has been fo 
eameft to place me ? but you weU know his offers 
were rejefted in a manner fo difobliging, as to 
occafion fuch a breach between my father and 
the head of our family^ that I am peremptorily 
interdided fi'pm paying the common civilities 
of a vifit to Sir Francis, who lives withiii a 
few doors of Lord G.'s houfe in town, and who 
I dare believe would be too noble tb let me 
fed any part of the refentment he has con- 
ceived againft my father. 

As for you, my dear uncle, it is now ten 
years ago.fince^you propofed to enter mg 
on your books and educate me under your 
.. . i C 5 own. 
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own eye in the fervicc, which above all others 
I Ihould have preferred and delighted in ; but 
you alfo met a rebufF, and the full half of 
my Kfe has Been Ipent in regretting a difep- 
pointnient which it is now too late to redeem, 
whilft I have the cutting mortification to fee 
the whole world in arms againft my country, 
and I remain an idle Jpeftator of the glorious, 
conteft. . 

What would I not have given to have ftood 
by your fide in your late gallant engagement ! 
my heart burnt within me when I read of your 
beating off a (hip of fo fuperior a force that fhe 
ought to have blown you out of die water, had 
, not your relblution and addreis balanced the 
dilproportion 6f her ftrcngth. I have the 
fetisfadion hoWever to hear your conduct stp- 
|>lauded to the Ikies 5 every body is loud in 
your praifes, and Lord G. tells me yon are ap- 
poirited to a new feventy-four, jlnd going riot 
upon a feparate cruize with an atcending frigate. 
May glory and fuccefs gO l^rith you ! Sure I 
am, the colors which you hoift, will never 
ftrikc at your word of command to the entitaies^ 
<if your opprefled country t FareweH ! 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R IX. 

Charles Mortlake to ArUndeh 

Trin. Coll. Canii 

T FIND fince you, my dear Frank, have- 
left v&y I am an altered eh^after,. and no 
longer: worthy any man's acquaintance : I an>^ 
grown infu^erably felfiih and unTociaL It. is 
becaufel had.no pleafantry, no merit, but what 
I caiight from you ? I am now difcovered to 
be a very dull fellow, and every body flies> 
me accordingly. Perhaps 1 am a litde un- 
reafonable in expecting dll the world to love 
you as well as I do, and have wearied out 
their patience with lamentations ifor the lofs oi^ 
^ you. 

And -is the lofs only noine? Is it not your'^> 
alibi Akts, alas! I was in hopes I ihoul4 
kave had nothing but the evil pafiion of eavy^ 
to get.0Yer,vA little ifelfiflinefs or fo to coni|uerf3 
which. I i did not aUfolutdiy de%air o£ ef&£iiqg. 

G 6i int 
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in due time; but if I am to be attacked by 
the generous impulfe of friendfhip, if by the 
ihifting of your fortune from happy to unhap- 
py, my heart is to endure a like tranfition from 
felfifh to fympathetic feelings, it is more than 
I can encounter : I can never be reconciled to 
my own lofs, unlefs I could refleft that it was 
to be your gain. 

Have you taken a fair meafure of your lot 
in life ? have you confidered it in its pofitive, 
in its relative light? .You are a great adept 
in theory, arc you any thing of a philofophef 
in praftice ? I much doubt it. Are you quite 
fure that dependance is fucha bugbear ? Is not 
every man in fome points, fomc periods of his 
time, a dependant ? Do we not ferve a tem- 
porary apprenticeftiip to every art, fcience and 
profeflion in life? Cannot you fubmit to go 
to fchbol, above once before yoii fet up for 
manhood ? What have I to look to, that am an 
cieve of the church ? muftiiot I expeft to work 
my way through the probationary drudgery c£ 
a curacy., before I can expect to repofe in 
the ibft lap of beneficed indolence ? and what 
are you gentleipen politicians more than the 

- ^ reft 
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reft of -mankind, that you alone fliould be 
exempted from going through your degrees^ 
and ftart up at once doftors and profeflbrs of 
the untaught myfteries of government ? Happy 
infpiration, if it were'fo ! miferable people, to 
be governed by upftarts and empirics, if it be 
not Co ! 

For my part I believe every man's temper 
is mended by dependance, as vice is oftentimes 
correfted by ficknefs. You perhaps will dif* 
pute the point with me, and contend that he 
learns to be mean inftead of humble, to be 
cunning when he ought to be wife : I cannot 
be anfwerable for his miftakes; I cannot help 
a filly fellow's running in^o bye-ways and 
crooked allies, when the open ftreet lies ftrait 
before his face. 

You may remember I was a ftiff anti-miniC- 
terialift before you commenced ftatefman j I 
have now turned my coat out of complimeqt . 
to you, but it is a compliment that putST no 
great force upon my confcience, for as I could 
never reafon on either fide the queftion from 
total ignorance of both, I have only transferred 
my wiflies from one party to the other, with*- 
€ut knowing where the preference lies; and if 

youi . 
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you have no better advocates than me, your 
caufe will be but lamely defended. Heaven 
keep our blue gowns and fquare caps from 
the contagicMi of politics ! 

I am lately become exceecfingly fond of our 
phyfic gardeuy- and have commenced a courfe 
of botanical leftures : thus perhaps, whilft you 
are plucking up riie weeds that overrun the 
political region, I ihall be employed upon, the 
6me talk in the natural one, and fo by our 
joint labours the worliTs unweeded. garden in 
time be culled, and the baneful poiibns, which 
it now abounds in,, made medicinal, and con* 
voted into antidotes. 

Our mufical parties languilh miferably far 
want c^ their leader 5 and whiW: our harmonic 
body is ftarved by your abfence, London,., 
which has Spirited you from us, is furfeited 
with repletion j fo imequaUy ar^^ the good: 
things of life diftributed. 

I have been up fince day-faweak, and the 
diapel bell now fets in, a fufnmons, which you 
never failed to ctoey; how liappy i once 
Aought myfelf, that I was ^uaitaied fo near 
youl 1 now pais your windows widi a figh,. 
take a ^nfive tum^or twoia iJie dniiftex% Bnd 

then. 
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then fit down to a folitary breakfeft, or at beft 
with fomc filcnt companion from the dead. 
In luch focictjr the brain will be Ibmetimes 
fiibjcft to vapours, and even vifions will arife 
to' dehide the fancy j fomething of this fort I 
have. lately experienced, but upon fobcr reflec- 
tion, I find that what feemed at firft the vifita-^ 
tions of the Myfe, turned out in reality to be 
nodiing more than the effufiojas of melancho* 
ly. Farewd. 



L E T T E R X. 

/irtmdd to Charles Mmlake^ 

¥ WRITE to you from Spring Gmve> the 
charming villa of Lord G. about twelve 
miles from towiu 

I accompasikd his Lordihip oiv Saturday 

]aft> who k& me here with the ladies lor the 

beft reafon in the w(»-ld, becaufe he -did not 

know what to dd whdi me Mmfelf^ «nd diey 

' did> fyv dndr goad>»nMure j^bd a tko«ifandv 

innocent 
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innocent nothings to employ me in, and I ve- 
rily believe it is the employment I am fitteft 
for. I find my genius is exaftly levelled to 
this tranquil ftate of indolence, without any of 
thofc turbulent viciffitudes of pleafure and 
pain, which agitate the current of more impe- 
tuous fpirits. • 

I have now experienced, for the firft time in 
my life, that doing nothing is a very diflPerent 
thing from having nothing to do : I perceive 
there is in the former not only occupation 
enough for a reafonable man, but an art and 
addrefs in the bufinefs, which the fair fex, 

TFhoJe trifling fleafes and whom trifles pleafcy 

underftand much better than we do. 

I have rummaged his Lordfliip's library for 
books I never opened before, and made ac- 
quaintance with feveral ingenious effayifts and 
even fome iioveUfts, who have pleafed me not 
a little : thefe gentry, who feem to have been 
in poffeffion of the fecret of writing made eajy^ 
have taught me how to rtiake reading fo ; hi- 
therto I have been ufed to fit down to the 
work, as a plowman does to his dinner, with 
a craving app^te and a voracious fwallow: 

reading 
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reading thefe authors is in the vulgar phrafe 
as eafy as cracking nuts ; they fet before you a 
deflert of various confeftions, which are not 
calculated to appeafe your hunger, but to 
amufe your palate ; if you think fit to op^n 
the bauble, you difcover feme little motto or 
device within, which is feldom worth the trou-p 
ble of developing, and yet curiofity draws us 
on fronn one to another : I have turned over 
abundance of thefe triflers, and have had the 
good luck always to feleft fomething tolerable 
.to fill up an evening hour, when we canie ia 
irom our walk. 

It is now five days ifince Lord G* left us> 
and here we have remained without the inter- 
ruption pf any one vifitor till a certain perfbn 
made his appearance this afternoon, of which 
I fhall give you the particulars by-and-by. 
You will expeft I fhould f?iy fomething of the 
ladies I have been living with in fo familiar a 
manner, but I am in no humour to undertake 
it ; I cannot think it a fair way of proceeding, 
when I am entertained in a family, to fit down 
deliberately and delineate- their perfons and 
charadters for the amufement of a correfpon* 
dent, or for the filly vanity of being ingenious 

at 
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at their coft. How Ihould I know any thu^ 
of the charafters of thefe ladies in five days ac« 
quaintance ? , I abhor fuch impertinent: zSk&z* 
tion^ and I like it the leis £br the forfeit I have 
had of defcriptions in my fliort acquaintance 
with the novelifts -, rfieir pourtraits of beauty> 
and their daubings of deformity, are commonly 
fo overcharged as to give me no idea of na- 
ture, and I dare fay, if I was ridiculous en6ugh 
to try my art upon thefe ladies, after a thou- 
fan4 fine no-nftaning flourilhes about the nu^ 
cron beauties of the mother and the virgm 
graces of the blooming daughter, you would 
be no better acquainted with one atom of their 
perions or manners than you are at prefent 
I Ihall only tell you that the world agrees that 
Lady liOuifa is very handfome, and without 
having any prejudice for die world's opinions, 
I believe it is pretty certain that in this parti- 
cular the world is right : as I am much more 
experienced in mufic than in beauty, I am 
better able to pronounce upon her accom- 
plifliments as a vocal and inftrumental per- 
former, which without exaggeration are extra- 
ordinary, and if my good word goes for any 
thing, it is no more than 1 ought to give her, for 

'foe 
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fhe had not half the fame cxcufe for the many 
fine compliments fhe paid to my fcraping. 

You muft know,Charics> I was not half 
an hour in this young lady's company, before 
I had laid down a rule in my own thoughts, 
hy which I mean to govern myfelf in certain 
particulars, which I have no defire to be very 
explicit upon even to you: and yet I muft con- 
dition with you to keep facred from all eats 
and eyes the little that I fay now. aijd for ever, 
of perions more efpecially, and tf ven of things ; 
a icribbling tell-tale is a deiptcable chara6ter, 
and yet I &el as if I could nc^ totally reftnun 
the elTufions of my heart, when I correfjpond 
with you : if my confidence in you is ever 
violated, I renounce mankind. 

For my own part, I do not know what love 
is ; I never yet nieafurcd weapons with him, 
and coniequently cannot tell whedicr.he is 
really that formidable champion he is faid to 
be : but as for this . young lady we wene 
Ipeaking of, though (he is my junior in age, 
I fuipeft fhe is older in experience of a cer-. 
tain fort : I ihould fuppofe her to be - a per>^ 
fe£t miftrefs of her weapons by the way in 

which file manages them, and if a man can 
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parry the attack of her eyes, he will have 
little to fear from any others : I hope it will 
never be required of me to tell any other ^rl 
that fhe is the moft beautiful creature in the 
world, for if I do, I fhall belye my own faifes 
moft egregioufly: between Lady .Louila and 
me there is fuch an impaflable gulph, that I 
fliaU never be fool-hardy enough to \jenture 
on it J and thanks be to fortune ! it is too 
wide for the range of even her (hot to reach 
meacrofs.it. She is at prefent a little Ian* 
giiid or fo, for I cannot fay Ihe is aftually ill|- 
but even the languor of a fine lady, and elpe- 
cially of fuch a favorite, is a fufficient fum-i 
mons for a confiiltatipn of phyficiansr th^y 
have very difintereftedly prefcribed the air of 
the country and the fide-faddle, and every 
day evinces the good fenfe and efficacy of 
their regimen: J have fometimes been ob- 
liged to attend upon her in her rides, but I 
have oftener avoided it, and prefer to attach 
myfelf to Lady G. as the, fafer companion 
of the two : with this excellent lady I have 
taken many delightful walks, and am fo charm- 
ed with her natural unafluming character, that 
I have no refervc in confiding to her all thofe 

fenfibilities 
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fenfibilities and emotions, which my fituation 
awakens in me ; even my awkwardneffes and 
apprehenfions have not been difguifed from 
her J fhe condcfcends to them with the greateft 
patience, rebukes me with gentlcnef?, or for- 
tifies me by encouragement; there are yet 
'^charms enough about her to give an in- 
expreffiyble grace to every thing (he fays, but 
it is beauty which interefts without enflaming ; 
it- conciliates the affe6tionS without agitating 
the paffions \ it is Lady Xx)uifa herfclf ad- 
vanced twenty years forward in life, and twenty 
times more foft in manner; it is her meridian 
fun declining towards the weft, 

Eis beams entire y their fiercenejs loft. 

Having been litde ufed to the familiar fociety 
of women, it is almoft incredible to relate 
what a degree of influence this elegant friend 
has already over me ; ihe is to be my coun- 
fellor and confidante upon all difficult occa- 
iions> and I feel as if I could never fuffer 
any Ipot or ftain to fall upon my a6tions, for 
fear they ihould not be delicate enough for 
her inipeftion. She has been very earneft 
with mc to inftruft her in a few of the eafy 

and 
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and moft familiar topics of popular aftro- 
nomy, and I have been obliged to copiply ; 
in return, (he is teaching me to play at chefs, 
but I believe Ihe is much more likely to be 
a rival of Sir Ifaac than I am ever to be 
a match for Phillidore, for I can make no- 
thing of it, and if (he had not all the patience 
in the world (he would have given mc up for 
an incorrigible blockhead before now. 

You muft know I am fo conftituted as 
to revolt from every thing that in the leaft 
approaches towards pedantry, and cannot bear 
the idea of being the academic of the com-^ 
pany; I am therefore a little mortified by 
this taik which *Lady G. has impofed upon 
me, and go about it very awkwardly -, nothing 
would ferve but I muft walk out with her 
iaft night, after Lady Louifa had retired, to 
fliew her the conftellations ; I would fain have 
perfuaded her (he would take cold by the 
night-air, but that excufe would not fave me, 
and I am afraid I did it with an ill grace ^t 
lafti I have now more objeftions againft it 
than what a(Feft her health only, and I (hall 
not repeat thefe ledures any more : I do not 
think I am quite old enough, nor fufficiently 

9 ^^S^> 



ARUNDEL. 47 

fage, to expound the ftars to the. tip-Gaft eyes 
of a fine woman, and there is fomething ri-, 
diculpus in my fetting up to be-^rine FonteneUe 
of Lady G. unlefs I had either the gallantry 
of a Frenchman, or the Jang-froid of a phi^ 
lofopher. 

This ^crnoon a certain Sir George Revel 
propofed to himfclf the pleafure of making 
a vifit to thefe ladies : it is aftonifliing with 
how eafy an affiirance a young man of fe* 
ihion carries off an impropriety of this ioxtx 
I do not find he is by any means an intimate 
of the family ; on the contrary I Ibfpeft his 
acquaintance commenced but a few days ^o 
at a private ball, where he had the honor of 
dancing with Lady Louifa ; but this it fecms 
was in his opinion pf^tencc enouglv for diC* 
penfing with forms, and in the ealy ftile of nw- 
dern breeding he coolly rode up to the door> 
difmountcd, and delivered bis horfe to his 
groom, liuie doubting of a welcome. 

For once he was miftaken, and very likely 
Ais may have been the firft time his vanity 
betrayed him into a falfe conclufion ; but Lady 
G. had reconnoitred him at fome diftance, 
and iecmed on a fuddelx fo extremely fiuttered 

^ by 
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by his coming, that I could do no left than 
offer myfelf for any meffage (he thought fit 
to fend to hin)'. This offer ihe accepted, and 
after many apologies defired I would take the 
trouble to make her excufes to Sir George 
Revel for declining the honor of his vifit, but 
that (he and Lady Louifa faw no company at 
that place in the abfence of Lord G. 

With this commiffion I repaired to the hall, 
where my gentleman was repofing himfelfi 
whilft a fervant was employed in wiping off 
the duft from his boots. I addrefled myfelf 
in as civil terms as I could yfe in delivering 
the meffage I was charged with: he looked 
up in my face without ftirring from his chair, 
or moving the hat from his head, and with 
a fuitable air of infolence demanded, who it 
was he was to thank for being the bearer of fo 
very civil a meflage. 

I told him my name, but for any dianks due 
to me as the bearer of Lady G/s meiiage, 
thofe I informed him had been difcharged by 
the fender, and none were either owing or ex- 
pelled from Sir George Revel on this oc- 
cafion. 

Then, Sir, replied he, fince your name is 

Arundel 
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Arundel and I anri to underftand you are a 
gentleman; be pleafed to go back to Lady G. 
and tell her ftie has found out a very unfit 
office for a gentleman, and that ihe has done 
me great honor in die meffenger, but very 
little in the meflage. 

S top there, if you pleafe, faid I, my comniit 
fion goes no fiirther than to the .delivery 
:of Lady G/s commands; I fliall carry no 
infult to a lady, nor receive one myfelf frona 
any man. 

Sir, your mofl: obedient fervant, anfwcred 
he J if your. anger is.fo foon roufcd upon a very 
natural obfervatiori, I Ihall take leave to fiip- 
pofe that my lady's words may not perhaps 
have been quite fo peremptory as your report 
of them. 

Sir George, I cannot let you take leave 
to (uppofe that I am capable of varying one 
titde from the truth in any cafe. 

How fo. Sir, when it is generally aUowed 
that wits have (hort memories, and you, who 
fecm . to have the malice of a wit, may very 
well have the meniory of one too. 

This retort was rather more than I could 
bear, and thereupon ftepping nearer to him, I 

Vol. I, D replied 
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replied in a kind of whifper, diat fuch con- 
verfation was no longer proper for the houie 
we VfCTC' in, and that I muft infift upon his 
stepping oxa. of it with me, where I would 
i^ttend upon hxm» and requeft him to inform 
me, where I might have the honor of waiting 
upon him' in' town to return the compliment 
iie had juft now bfcen pleafed to pay me. 
'i.He reddened :ati this fpcech, and without 
deigning to beftow sny anfwer bolted out of the 
houfe, and called for his horfe; I followed, 
and before he mounted de fired to know 
^here I might call upon him. — What is 
•your reafoii. Sir, . faid he, for demanding to 
know whefe I am to be met ? if you want any 
explanatiop of what I. have laid, explain to me 
in the firft place who and what you are, and 
fatisfy me that you are qualified as a gentle- 
man of birth and independance to call any 
words of mine into queftion ; till diat is done, 
1 Ihall hold the bearer of fuch a meffiige as I 
have here received in juft fufpicion ; and ex- 
cufe my vanity if I obferve to-you, Mr. Arun- 
del, that you muft be very yoiing indeed in the 
world not to know where Sir Gcoige Revel 
'is to be foundi but ars I leave go tickets of 

my 
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my abode wiA people, whom I don't know an4 
who don't know me, you may make your en- 
quiries of my fervaat here, or ^fe the waiters at 
the St. James's CofFee-houfe, where I may 
chance to be, as I have a palace guard to- 
morrow. 

Part of this proud ipeech was ddivetrcd frorii 
his hprfe's back, and I had only tifne to tdD 
liim he fhould hear from nie, when he wheeled 
)about and fct oiF upon the fpur. I then, re- 
turned into the houfe and made a fliort report 
to Lady G.'^of Sir George Revel's departure - 
without any comment whatever upon his /be- 
havior to me. 

Lady Louifa, . who had not been prefent 
when I received her mother's meflagc, was 
now. fitting with her, and took very little 
^' notice of what had paffed with refpeft to Sir 
George's vifit, fimply obferving that . Mr. 
Arundel had had a very trouble&tne office-; 
Ibe fate in a very thoughtfol mood for feme 
time, anfi now and then turned her eyes upon 
me with a look that I cannot pretend to- inter- 
pret, but am not without fome appr^henfion 
there might be a degree of difappointment in 
itj and perhaps fome Iktle portion <jf dif- 

D 2 ^ ple^fure 
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pleafure againft me for difmifling Sir George; 
though if it was fo, it was politely concealed, 
for, to fay the truth, it was 

; A countenance more inforrcw than in anger. 

It was not long before flie retired to her cham- 
ber complaining of the head-ach, and as Ihe 
chofe to be alone, Lady G. and I were left to- 
gether : fhe prefled me to relate the particulars 
of what paffed between Sir George and me, 
and feemed very uneafy left fomething unplea- 
iant had occurred, reproaching herfelf for hav- 
ing inadvertently accepted of my offer to take 
her meffage : you can readily believe I omitted 
nothing to quiet her alarms, and fhe conclud- 
ed by faying — How could I be fo indifcreet to 
fend you to that mfolent, quarrelfome young 
man, who is the terror of all companies, and 
whofe vaft fortune buoys him up in all manner 
of outrages againft decency and good manners ? 
if any thing enflies to your harm I Ihall never 
forgive myfelf j believe me, Mr. Arundel, 
when. I aflure you that I Ihould never enjoy 
another peaceful moment, if I was to turn his 
fword upon your lifei 

2 I was 
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I was juft going to feal this letter^ when 
I recoUefted that it may not be amifs to poft- 
pone it till to-morrow, when I ftiall nrtoft pro- 
bably tack a codicil to it from London, where 
I purpofc to return Sir George's vifit and 
flip away before thefe ladies are ftirring. 

'^ FarewelK 



London. 

I add a few words to my yefterday's letter to 
aflurc you the affair is fettled with this filly 
fellow, and all well : you Ihall hear from m.e 
again very Ihortly. 



L E T T E R XL 

Countejs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

T W R I T E to you under the greateft agony 
of mind. An affair has happened between 
young Arundel and that wretch Sir George 
Revel, which I improvidentlygave occafion to. 
I cannot fend you particulars, for my mind is 

D 3 too 
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too much diftrefled to enlarge upon the fubjcft. 
Mr. Arundel h wciinded i whether dangeroufly 
or not is rnore than I know, for though my Lord 
writes word it is only a flight fcratch, I am far 
from certain that he does not conceal the truth 
from me, as my fervant Davifbn, who faw the 
poor young man and fpoke to him, tells me he 
was all over blood >and very faint : ftiU he had 
the generous confideration for my eafe to bid 
Davifon aflure me that his wound was no- 
thing, and that he dcfired I would be under no 
^ilarm on his account^ for that he fhould be 
with me in a day or two, if Lord G. wouki 
give him leave. 

Now even this does not quiet my fears, and 
I muft entreat of you to call upon my Lord 
and inform yourfelf of the truth, which I defire 
you will noj; difguife from me, but ftate the 
cafe without fofcening any one particular, I 
woujd have a(ked my Lord's permiffion to 
come to town myjfclf, but that is become im- 
poffible, a^ I am now for the nrft time ferioufly 
alarrned for Louifa, ^iio is, confined to her 
chamber, apd lb very low that I dare not leave 
her even fpr an hour in the day. We hav^ 
carefuJly concealed from l>er this terrible 

fracas. 
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fracas, for to confefs to you the whole forrows 
of my heart, I am not without my fears, that 
this deteftable Sir (jeorge Revel is not indif- 
ferent to her, and that the great depreflion of 
Ipirits fhe is under is more the confequence 
of difappointment, than diftemper. 

Alas ! my worthy friend, fhould thefe fufpi^ 
cions be founded what a deplorable attach- 
ment has fht . made, and wliat an unfortunate; 
mother am I ! 

Lofe no time, I befeech you, in giving me 
corred intelligence of Mr. Aninders real ficuv 
adon^ when you bear thc<ftpry you wiii not 
wonder at my anxiety,, ior hoi^ can I avoid 
feeling £br one, whofe ^ibSenng^ i am ithc 
caufe of? Farew5elk . . 
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LETTER XII. 

Hcfu Mrs, Dormer to the Countejs of G. 

T HAVE obeytd the commands of my dear 
Lady G. and have the happincfs to afllire 
her of Mr. Arundel's fafety from the very beft 
authority. 

I called in Grofvenor-Iquare this morning 
at an early hour, hoping to find your Lord at 
leifure to fee me: he was fo obliging as to let 
me in, and I had a few minutes converfation 
with. him 5 he was very quick in difcovcring 
that I had been fent upon enquiries by you, and 
laid, that, though he knew I was a fpy, he 
Ihould treat me as an honorable one, and give 
me all the information I was in fearch of: he 
then briefly ftated the particulars of Mr. Arun- 
del's rencontre with Sir George, which, though 
I fufpedt his Lordjfhip to have foftened in his 
relation of it, feems to have been a very brutal 
and fcandalous aflfair at the beft. 

>T am forry to obferve to you that Lord G. 
difapproves of your meflage to Sir George, 

and 
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and thinks he ought to have been admitted ; I 
hold it right to give you diis hint, that you may 
not be taken by furprile, if he fhould happen 
to launch out^ as he is too apt to do> when any 
thing occurs to thwart his wifhes. 

He cannot in his real opinion find fault 
with the prudence of your proceeding, nay he 
muft think it highly becoming; but I am afraid 
his eyes are wilfully ihut againit the glaring 
impropriety of Sir George RevePs vifit hy 
confiderations that do hipi no honor in my 
opinion : it is clear to me that his Lordfhip 
would have no objeftion to a propofal from 
that quarter ; the politics of Sir George at 
preient are hoilile to adminifh-ation, and his 
parliamentary influence, as you mufl have 
heard, is very confiderable, fo indeed b his 
property } the man in Ihort has • every re- 
commendation to a father, who wifhes to- 
make a match- of intereft, and form and 
fafhion enough about him at the fame time 
to catch the attention of any young lady, who 
chufbs her lover by the eye; luch I Ihould 
hope will never be the choice of my dear 
Lady'Louifa; furely fhe will never be the 
dupe of outward appearances, nor fubmit her» 

D 5 felf 



ftlf to b^ ftcrificed ta ambition fmd the love 
of riches., . Her beauty, rank and fortune 
kave het without, any pica for precipitation m: 
the:afi9£r,,of' nmariiage^ and though her youth: 
and extreme fufceptibility may iieera to lay. 
her openi to dan^ri^ yet ihe has a kmd and 
fiuthfiil friend for ever at her car,, whofe mater-- 
mk^vigjianci ii)irill;g!taiid.i)er. &pm furprife. 
:, When Jbord.G. had given me a ihort.ac- 
countt.of die affiir with Sir George Revel and= 
madehis.owh obfervations upon it, he called 
a^fensaor^ttdtfenr him up to Mn. Arundel to 
knew ifitiwoiild he conTenient to him to re- 
ceive jav^vifit -from a friend of Lady G.'s, ofKbr- 
ijBgl at.the.fkmc itime to accompany -me to his 
Bip^wntma I j;ather ftared a{ the propofal, 
hwJS ^shon theifetrVant Tejturned,w)th an anfwer 
ftoui tte wojyj&dcd man, that he was ready 
to; recelw ^\ homx wq defigped him aod 
•\tfeen my.L*r<i.feeW^d to mAkji' a p^int of jby. 
gqing with hmy I no longer ; hf^fitated about 
the matter, but fugered him to introduce me 
tft MrvArijndel, who had juft been dreffodby; 
^hjs furgepn and was Jying oa a. couch. . -. ./ 
After a fhw fl^ht wquicieA my iLord^ptl 
ouf oC .tlj§. . roftBi Axithoufi ray :Qbferaring . Wqa, 

«: ' whiift 
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whilft I was in difcowrfe with the furgeon, who ■ 
was defiring me- ta aflbfe your Ladjrfhip that- 
Hs patient was - in no teanner of danger and ' 
would foon be well. I then availed myfelf of 
the privilege of kri old woman by entering into 
converfation with Mr.^ Ariindel, and I muft*-' 

• 

take thie fame privilege for- telling you that^' 
' I never yet in my experience few the perion*/ 
male orfeitiale, t)ld or'y(iuhgi-who imprcflecf^ 
myhearcwitK fo-ftroAgiiafidib fivoi'able'a prt-* 
poflcfliDni as this ilmiable j>r^<f^^ bf your Lldy^^ 
fhip's. i re€olleft in one of ydur letters that' 
you fay in a ki^^d-'of *parenthefis that he is' 
a fine jsoung mdti, wherfeat^if t was todefcribei 
him to you it muft be as a model of perfeCirort r 
for my p^t-I am nodealcrin-defcriptionsr^'be- 
caufe- 1 tWnk they neverdefcribe any perfon'' 
or any thing, but yet I pretend- to be a^ better*" 
judge^ctf humart-beftuty- than- all the ybunger 
aiid* more empaflSohed beholdetis of it can be;' 
b^aufe I canndw (Contemplate it with a molt* 
phiiofophiall ey^ inperfefttranquiBity offduiV 
I caff look at ArUAidfcl a^ an'artift at (lit 
ftatue c£ )^ntinoU6^i f am glad S did^'not thittk' 
of 'the\ d^ng ^/^f ^/(jr,-for * that ' cofnjiarifoii^ 
rtii^ hdve appeared oimnotte, felpetfelly ai fii^ 

D 6 wound 
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^wound is defcribed to me as being in the felf- 
f«nc place j but I underftand it to be a glance 
with the edge of a cutting fword and not a ftab 
widi the point. 

I thought it ncccffary to tell him as an cx- 
' cufe for my vifit, that I came at your requeft 
to inform myfelf truly and cxaftly of the ftate 
of his wound, on which account you were under 
much uncertainty and alarm, but I flatter my- 
felf, added I, that I can now fet her mind at 
reft in that particular, and I hope you will 
commiffion me to tell her at the fame time 
that there are no other confequeiices to be ap- 
prehended froai the difierence with Sir George 
Revel. 

I confefs this was going a little too far, and 
4)erhap8 he thought fo, for he parried my cu- 
riofity in a way, that feemed to imtcatc he 
was not very well pleafed with it, telling me, 
that if I thought it wordi my while to write 
upon fo trifling a fubjeft as his difference widi 
S*r George Revel, he hoped I would not mag- 
nify It into any thing, that could give you un- 
cafinefs, or reprefent it c^therwife than as a 
^ng not worth a fecond thought of your's. 
I have had the honor, added he, to enjoy 

a few 
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a- few days only of Lady G/s fociety, but in 
thofe few have received fo many marks of her 
condefcenfion and kindnefs, that nothing will, 
ever deter me from obeying her commands, 
and a&rting the delicacy of her behavior in 
the affair you allude to, in the face of any man 
who dares to arraign it. 

This was fo palpable an evafion of my en- 
quiry that I could not venture upon prelEng 
it any further, and now a vifitor being an- 
nounced I was obliged to cut fhort my vifit 
and take leave. Farewel I 
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Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 



B 



EING now more at eafe, than when I wrote 
the fliort poftfcript to my laft letter, I Jhall 
fatisfy your curiofity as to my fracas with Sir 
George Revel, which has nude fome noife; 
and cannot fail to reach your ears, as the pub«^ 
lie prints hafve got hold of it and are ei/culat- 

ing 
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ing a veiy lame and erroneous account of a 
tranfaftion, which is even worfe than they de. 
fcribe it. 

I left Spring Grove in the morning before 
the family were itirring, and repaired tx> the 
Coffee-houfe, where Sir George informed me 
he was to be found : I recolleiSted he faid he 
was to be upon guard, and therefore deter- 
mined not to go armed to the meeting, as I 
knew his hands were, or at leaft ought to be, 
tied up by the duty he was upon : as the occa- 
fion of our difference was -of fo delicate a na- 
ture, I thought it beft to go alone, and indeed 
if I had been dilpofed to take a friend with 
me, I had none to apply to. Having put up 
my horfe in the Haymarket I walked direftly 
to the Coffee-houfe, and enquiring for Sir 
George, fent in my name and defired to Ipeak 
with him in a priv^e roQm : h^re 1 ftaid a 
confiderable time before the waiter returned 
and disported to m.ei that ;SipJ5cQrga;Reyer 
was at breakfaft in the public roonr^. and bade 
him teU me if I had any tlife^ to fay>to him 
I might :&? it thfrej it did. mat fuit him tc 

planation 
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planadon with fb uneivil a man in a public 
Coffee-room, where it was to be apprehended. 
ceitaln frames watM be ufedy that I was deter- 
mined ihou}d not get out if I could avoid it> 
I wrote him a fliodt note, entreating him for 
obvious reafons to let me fee him in- private, 
afi^ring him that I was no otherwife equipt 
than in my riding-dreisi unpmvided wkh m\Y> 
means, and void of any wifli to provqke him-^ 
to a hoftale dkcuflion, the imptK)priety 'of which 
1 was pcrfcftly apprifcd of gtt die prefent mo- 
ment, as I knew^ he was upon guard- and un-* 
derftXKxl the :delicacy!^f ;his fituatioi>» * 

This note was^ carried oo^ hiiji and aniwer^ 
brought back- that he . kmvi nothing of the- 
writer, and fliould enber intof-no correfpon-- 
dence with mci I might come in or not as I 
faw fit. The matter of the Coffee-^room now 
c^me to m^y and deih^^di I would x^oc makd 
his houie^the fcetie^'Of any 6i^er altercation.^ 
I felt die jufkicc of't^ T^uifitidn^iandafliir-: 
in^ him I would nocy peac^ly walked out : 
ftill I kept my ftawon 'btfcaae the dobt, expeft- 
ing when- this, warrior v^dxuld eome fartb^rnor^ 
was it iwig^ hfiSstf M madeiihis: appearaJii(^,) 
leaning bn itbeai^m^^bf t«ro oifficers\in thein fult 
' "; ': '.^••. uniform. 
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uniform^ between whom^ he had entrenched 
himfclf. 

. I imnfiedi^tely. accofted him, taking off, my 
hat at the fame time and deliring he would 
indulge me with a few minutes private con- 
verfation. 

I will indulge you. Sir, with no private 
converfation, cried he, till I am better certified 
of your pretcnfions to converfe with me at all: 
thefe gentlemen are my friends, and in their 
hearing you muft ipeak, if you have any thing 
to fay to nae. 

Sir George Revel, you have no right to 
queftion'my pretenfions, recolledling as you 
ngiuft do in what &mily we nriet, when* you 
thought fit to put an affront upon me. , . 

Then go back to your Lord, and if you are 
in his fervice, let your mafter certify for you;. 
I Ihall pay no more regard to what my Lady 
lays in your behalf> than I do to the affronting 
meffagc, which you brought me on her^s. . 

He had now turned the corner of Saint 
James's Place, when ftepping round and pre- 
feming my felf in fi-ont, as he ftill kept walking 
on, I brought him and his party to a ftop on 
the foot pavement. Harkye^ Sir, faid I, this 

langiidge 
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knguage makes all further explanation need- 
lefs ; if you do not inftantly name a place of 
meeting, where I may have fatisfaftion for this 
infult, as foon as ;^our guard is over, I will 
proteft you for a coward to all the world. 

Coward ! exclaimed he, and inftandy draw- 
ing his fword made a ftroke at me with great 
violence, which pafling between my arm and 
my body opened my fide with the blade, and 
beat me on one knee to the ground j his exe- 
crations were horrid, and his paflion fo enflam- 
cd, that if his brother officers had not caught 
hold of his arm, I am perfuaded he would have 
foUowed his blow, wliich in the pofture I then 
was would probably have been fatal: my 
wound bled profufely, and a fudden faintnefe 
came oVer me, when fortunately an eminent 
furgoon took me into his houfe, clofe to which 
the accident happened : a crowd of people in- 
ftantly collefted, and the word being paffed 
amongft them, that an unarmed man had been 
cut down by an officer upon guard, it was - 
with fome difficulty Sir George and his com- 
panions got into the fame houfe with me. 

I believe the aflaffin began now to be very 
thoroughly alarmed, but I faw nothing of him^j 

whUft 
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whilft the furgeon was ufing means to (launch 
the bleeding i as foon as he aflured me it was 
not mortal, which from my own infpeiflion I 
was fufficiently pcrluaded of, I defined to fpeak 
with the officers, who were in company with 
Sir George and witneflfes of the trianfaftion. 

I have reafon to believe they are both men 
of ftrid honor and htimanity, and fhall always 
be forward to render juftice to their behavior 
and expreffions on the occafion : they lament- 
ed that it had not been in their power to ftop 
the perpetration of fo bafe a deed ; that they 
were both^ as much taken by lurprife a3 I my- 
felf wasi that as it was their unlucky chance 
to be prefent at the fcene, k would be' tftcir 
tinpfeafant tafk to report the proceeding faith- 
ftilly as^' it pafledj and they feared it muft be 
fcch a report as would for ever blaft the repu- 
tation of Sir George Revel, whom they could 
fto longer confider as a brother of the corps. 

I told them it was my eameft wife this 
might be preveftted, and that the redrefs I 
fooked for from Sir George fhould aflfeft his 
perfon only, not his profcffion. I could not 
pretend to^ fay what the rules of their corps 
might require, but if any faving could be 

made 
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made of his chara6ber, without jn-ejudice to 
mine, I was content to give him a chance 
for preferving the name of a gentleman, if it 
were for no other reafon than that he might 
ftill hp worthy to render fatisfaftion to a gen- 

deman* ' ' 

The fuFgeon now interpofing, I was forbid- 
den to converfc with them any longer, and 
having told them where I was to be found,^ 
they left me with every cordial wifh for my 
fpeedy recovery, and in truth they could not 
have left me in any hands more likely to co« 
operate with thofe wiihes. 

And now, my dei^refl: Charles, as I full well^ 
know your wdent foul has^ wihgs to cawy* yoa 
to the aiBftance of a firiend, I muft: eonditioit' 
with you in the moft ferious manner to abide 
where you are : if my life was in danger, yotr 
are of all men on earth he in whofe prefehce 
tihere would be moft comfort, 'and in whde 
friendly arms I could with moft ferenity refign 
my breath ; but there is no danger in my cafe: 
as for what muft follow with regard to my af-* 
faflin, it ii not in your line to help me, and 
you are the ltfft*peri(»i I ftiould wi(h to con- 
verfc with oil foch a fobjeft, whilft it hangs ia 
V fulpenfe* 
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fuipenfe. I conjure you, therefore, as you 
value my repofe, not to ftir a ftep towards me, 
but as much as poflible to preferve that calm 
ferenity of foul, that difFufes peace on all who 
approach you, and makes a fphere of happinefs 
around you, of which your glowing and bene- 
volent heart is the center. Beware how you 
fix your thoughts too anxioufly upon one, who 
is entering upon a turbulent and unquiet 
world ! The votary of religion ihould not too 
clofely attach himfelf to the dependant on for- 
tune: our harmony was uninterrupted whilft 
^^^e lived together i from our childhood we 
have been infeparable ; I am taken away and 
you are left ; hard indeed would be your con- 
dition, were your fympathetic heart ftill to 
take a ihare in all the tumults and turmoib> 
that I perhaps am doomed to meet. Dear 
Charles, if it be poflible thinkof me only in thofe 
tranquil hours, that will give you pleafure to 
refle6t upon -, and if the ftory of my life fhatSX 
prove a tragic one, proceed no further than te 
the opening fcenes of the drama, and drop the 
curtain of oblivion over the cataflrophe^ 
. Your temper was the model that-^L ftudied, 
yet I could never bring my paflTions to fo mild 

a quality 
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a quality as your's ; ftill your example, your 
fociety, your interchanga of foul foftened and 
Tneliorated my imperfeft nature : that charm- 
ing dream is now diflblved ; the barid is bro-^ 
ken that tied down my paffiohs, aiid'I am let 
loofe upon the world with all my feelings and 
witTi all my faults. If the fword of Sir George 
Revel, when i^ flruck at my heart, had been 
permitted to reach* it, perhaps -it might have 
cut out of the catalogue many a diigraceful 
item, which your generous friendlhip may 
hereafter blufli to read. 

I confefs to you I feel myfelf at this mo- 
ment in an exigency, where- 1 want the advice 
of a friend well pradlifed in the. rules of honor, 
and yet I have none fuch at hand to refort to» 
My uncle John, the hero of our name, is not 
within reach, and the brave bid General, Sir 
Francis, is not amicus curiae -, at leaft I dare 
not confider him as fuch, for my father— Alas 
for me ! in the very fadnefs of my foull utter 
it — my father has difgraced himfelf with me 
for ever : oh Charles ! fueh a letter, fuch lef- 
fons of fervility, fuch fyffiematic meannefs !-^ 
but let this fecret die with yoUr* IVhere he 
found ity bow came by ity -and what fiuff it is 

made 



70 A R U N D E X- 

made ofy I know not \ but fb it has come to 
pafs that in the fcries of a family coseval with 
the monarchy, fo noted for a high patrici^ 
ipirit as the Arundels have beetle there is one 
Jink in the chain feund of bafer metal than 
the reft, and out of that I am tempered — woe 
^ for me, if you, my gallant uncles, have not 
communicated fome of your blood ! You 
iiave » I feel it in my veins. Farewell. 



. LETTER XIV. 

s t 

Arundel to Mortlake. 

/^NE of the ofiicers, who was prefent.when 
.\ received my wpund, h^s; bf en hof e and 
informs J?)^A ^h^ .^^r^ Peprge .Ilevel has giyen 
in hisjex>ixui>iiriO03 ^d it ijs tl^ought he will. 1^ 
allowed torefignj this he, did to ilpp the eit- 
quiries that muft elfe have been made.i^to hk 
Jjehavior, and. particularly a*^the jjafiiaftiori 
paffed iqjpn gua^d, coi^feqwenc^s niight havp 
been feriousj^ hini. This yo\jng ofiieer, who 

is 
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is married to one of the moft lovely and ac- 
compliftied wonien of the age, feems a verf 
honorable and aaiiable charaftef; he fpokt 
of my affair with all the juft abhorrence that 
belongs to it; he wifhcd to know wfeit I had 
written to. Sir George in the note I fcnt into 
the Coffee-room, and when I repeated the 
contents, • which I have tranfcribcd in my yes- 
terday's letter to you, he obferved that IVich a 
conciliating meflage was a heinous aggrava- 
tion of the aft, which followed it; that he had 
been publickly called upon by his brother offi- 
cers to ftate all the proceedings, but that he 
had hitherto declined entering into particulars, 
till he had converfed with me and was ap- 
prilcd hot only of my prcfent wiflies but like- 
wife of my future ^purpofes^ 

Ixlid not hefitate to reply, that my future 
purpofes could be fuch only as were necellary 
for a man of honor to t^e, and which I pre- 
sumed need not be pointed out to: him. 

He th^'feid that he felt himfelf bound in 
honor to convince me that he. was no afleffijr 
of Sir XScorge^Pin fo fcandalous an afFairj; 
and [tliierefore though he fek a repugnance 
agai^n: -larging amy 'man to. an ^ of refetit- 
.9 ' ment. 
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•mcnt, and had always made it his ftudy to 
keep out of perfonal affairs, yet if I was not 
better provided and thought fit to accept his 
ferrices for obtaining fatisfadion of the aggref- 
for, either in a peaceable manner, if that could 
he done,, or by the laft extremity, if it could 
not, he was heart and hand at my lervice, 
adding that he owned he fhould not be forry 
to mark to the world his abhorrence of fuch 
fcandalous proceedings, which had roufed the 
refentment of the whole corps, and his more 
immediately as a party prefent: — in what he 
had now faid, he Ipoke the fenfe alfo of the 
other officer, who was in the like misfortune 
with himfelf. 

- The modeft imafFefted air with which he 
delivered himfelf, and thii genuine glow of 
fenfibility and true courage which fhewed it- 
felf in his countenance, fwhilft he addrcfled 
himfelf to me, won my heart upon the inftant 
and henceforth I honor him as my friend;— 
but I will never cohfent to his propofal, nor 
will I rack the feelings of a beloved wife by 
expofing her hufband to danger ; I accordingly 
declined The. honor he did mei ^md I hope in 
a manaer that exprefled.my fthfe of his gene- 

• . rofitv 
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tc&ty without wounding it, afluring Mm at the 
fame time that I , Ihould take the moft public 
and explicit nwans of clearing his conduft and 
that of his brother officer from sU peflibility 
«>f nu&otiftruAion. 

He f^d he did not expeft SJr George Re* 
vel would nuke any concdTions or offer at 
atonement J that he was a.npwn of a ferocious, 
Jjaughtf fpiriti elated with the influence which 
an overgrown eftate gave him, and pluming 
Wmfelf on his extraordinary Ikill and addreis 
in the fcience of the fword : he had heard him 
talk very laviflily of Lady Louifa's charms, 
and throw out very broad hints as if he was 
fecure of being favorably received by her : 
Lady G. was his averfiorj, but as his parlia- 
mentary weight was cofifiderable, (having two 
borou^ under his command) he made little 
doubt of his propofals being acceptable to the 
father of the young lady, who knew the import- 
ance of his fupport and the turn which fuch 
an alliance Vould give to his politics. In fine 
this friendly officer advifed me, if the^ affair 
mull come to a hoftile iffue, to draw him out 
upon foreign ground,, and fecure myfelf from 
confequeoces that might under certain cir- 
^^^ ^* E cumftances 



74 ARUNDEL. 

cumftanccs throw me into a very dangerous 
predicament. 

• With this caution he left me, and 1 need 
not tell you that we parted with many ac- 
knowledgments on my fide and repeated good 
vjifties on his. 

I told you in my laft that I had. not venr 
tured upon reforting to. my uncle Sir Francis 
Arundel, nor did I prefume upon the liberty 
cf writing a line to him in confequeoce of my 
prefent fituationj even his perfon was not 
known to me, for I believe I had never feen 
him fmce 1 was fix years old. 

Judge what my furprife muft have been 
when a fcrvant announcing him by name, ufh- 
cred in a majeftic martial figure in the uniform 
of a General : I rofe with fome difficulty from 
my couch, and as he tendered me his hand, 
preflTed it refpeftfully to my lips : — Child, child ! 
cried he, return to your couch ; confialt your 
fituation, and when you are recovered from 
the furprife of this unexpedled meeting, I will 
fpeak to you. He led me back by the hand, 
affifted in arranging my pofturc, and then with 
great ftate and deliberation feated himfelf at 
fome diflance in a chair. After a Ihort filencc 
3 I began 
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I began to attempt at exprefling my fenfe of 
the honor and kindnefs he conferred upon 
me.^— Why yes, Nephew, cried he, methiqk^ 
it is fomething more than your negleft of me 
deferved j but I am willing to afcribe that to 
your diffidence, nay, I tan well fuppofe you 
a6ted under influence of your father's foolifh 
counlel, from whom I have long fince and for 
ever withdrawn my countenance and . protec- 
tion. But, Sir, you are now to know that 
Francis Arundel will fupport the honor of 
his name, though it defcends upon the fon of a 
brother he has renounced. I have been told 
of your affair ; I fee you are wounded, and fo. 
far the faft is verified: report gives it forth 
that you was unarmed, and the aft, if that be 
fo, was the aft of an affaffin. How Hands 
the truth. Sir ? let me hear it from yoyr owq 
lips; andrecolleft yourfelf, call to mind before 
whom you fpeak, and do not difguife or qualify 
your conduft in the minuteft particular, 

With this injunftion I immediately com-. 
plied, by giving him a circumftantial detail of 
the whole tranfaftion from firft to laft, which 
he heard throughout with the greateft atten-» 
cion, 

E a Whei) 
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When I had concluded, he deKvercd himfelf 
as follows :-^Ncphew r*rancis, you have been 
irery ill iifed, and at the fame time I fee 
nothing in your conduft to difapprove of; oa 
^thc contrary you feem to have deported your- 
Stlf, fo far as your account goes, as becomes a 
^nan of honor: 'What have jou now refolved 
ajpon as your next ftep .? 

I then opened to him what my purpofe was, 
•which I told him I fubmitted to his better 
judgment, and ihould gladly be direfted by 
Jiim in any fteps he would recommend, who fb 
^ell knew what honor required and what was 
^ue to the dignity of a nanfic and family, which 
I hoped I was not born ever to diigrace. 

Whilft I was uttering thefe words his coun- 
tenance brightened wkh joy, and ftarting up 
from his chair, he exclaimed with an oath, 
.that I was a boy after his own heart ; and if I 
was iiot wounded he would hug me in his 
arms: that it was not for his age and rank in 
the army to turn. out againft fuch a whiter as 
Sir George Revel, iieither would it become fo 
jciear a relation as an uncle to go into the field 
with his own nephew ; but I fhould not want a 
Second^ a gallant fellow, one of my own age, 

and 
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• oad as it was a family affair one of my owrr- 
name and kindred— ia fhort he (hould intro- 
duce his {on to me in that capacity,, who was 
captain of a troop of light horfe, and now 
luckily at leifure for fuch an expedition. We 
fhall then fee if this cowardly afiaflin fhall^^ 
efcape unpunifhcd for his infult. In the meaa 
time, my brave lad, take care of yourfelfi and 
get your fkin whole as hSi as you cam 

So laying, he got up,, as if to depart, but 
f^enw^g to recolleift himfelf—Harkyc, Frank, 
hySi Ikj I had like to have forgot part of my 
errand — Perhaps you are unfurniflied for this • 
jpb, and I fuppofe you are not too proud to 
accept a prcfent from your uncler 
. Ga the conlirary, I replied, I fhall. he juftly 
proud of any favor you are pleafed to fhew me,, 
but in point of money I am provided by the 
bounty of my uncle John. 

No matter for that, iaid he, a few hundreds 
if?ill not overburthen you, nor impoverifh me ; 
-befides you h^ve lleptinto a new fituation 
here, and though I think we have fome claim 
upon Ilx)rd G. for the> lupport I and my fon 
Jhave always given hiai in parliament, I fhall 
jBOt chufe that, your appearance in his family 
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fliall be that of a needy dependant : here, my 
boy, take this (throwing down three bank notes 
of a hundred each) as an earneft of my good- 
v/ill; do yourfelf juftice and you fhall never 
want a friend, whilft you and I are alive. 

With thefe words he haftened out of the 
room, and was gone before I could make reply 
or raife myfelf from my couch to pay him the 
relpeft that was due to him. 

And now, my dear Charles, I have been re- 
peating to you a converfation, which in tender- 
nefs to your friendly feelings I fhould not have 
done, had it not been contrafted by one, which 
followed it in fo oppofite ftile, that you may 
very well expedt a more peaceable terminatio«i 
of this affair, than the preceding intelligence 
feems to threaten. 

Lord G. has juft been with me, to fay that 
at Sir George Revel's requeft h6 had an inter- 
view with him early this morning, in which he 
had debated the circumftances which gave the 
firfl: occafion to our quarrel ; and though h« 
muft acknowledge my delicacy in not fpeaking 
of them to him, and held himfelf obliged to me 
for niy attention to Lady G.'s defires, yet he 
ihould have been exceedingly glad that no 

fuch 
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fuch rebuff had been given on her part to Sir 
George's vifit, who, tliough he may not be 
altogether fo agreeable to her Ladylhip, would 
perhaps have been no unwelcome vilkor to 
others of his family ; at all events it feemed 
contrary to good policy as well as good man- 
ners to put any affront upon a perfon of his 
great fortune, influence and conneftioos: as 
for his alTault upon me, it was an aft of 
violence, which, though committed under a 
fudden impulfe of palTion, nothing could 
juftify J Sir George himfelf did not attempt to 
juftify it, yet he thought it would admit of 
fome allowances, for where was the man of 
Ipirit, who could endure to hear himfelf called 
coward, and yet keep his ' fword in the fcab- 
bard ? That he had already fliewn his difpofi- 
tion towards atonement, by putting himfelf 
:out of his profeffion, and it was now with his 
Lrordfhip to fay what elfe fhould be done 
towards the party aggrieved. 

Here I was about to make reply, when his 
Lordfhip flopt me by refuming his difcourfe 
in the words which follow : — When I ftate to 
you, that Sir George was willing to refer him- 
felf to me as a mediator, I Ihould not difguife 
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from you that it was implied Gonditionally, m 
cafe I flbould take up his caufe upon the firft 
grounds of the quarrel^ by giving my fandion 
to the pretcnfions, which carried him to my 
houfe. You will readily underftand where this 
points. 

Now, though I don't pretend to decide 
upon my daughter's inclinations, I am free to 
lay that no father, be his ambition what it may> 
can obje6t to the fortune, rank or femily of Sir 
George Revel. His cftate I know to be a vaft 
one, «nd he miift have been left exceeding rich 
in ready money. He has two boroughs, which 
are abfolutely his own, and repi:dents the 
county he lives in ; fo that his parliamentary 
influence, which has hitherto gone agaii^ us, is 
no fmall obgcft, as you muft confefs : in flioit 
he is a match for the firft lady in the kipgdoni. 
I am candid with you therefore in faying, tbsLt 
if your matter can be accommodated, I can 
have no hefitation in ufing my influence over 
Lady Louifa in Sir George's favor : upon this 
condition he is willing to come to terms with 
you, and fubmits the mediation to ncje ; I will 
never fuppofe you are fo litde the friend of me 
and my family, or by nature and principle fo 

devoted 
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4evpted to defperate and feientflil meafiire^,* 
as to wkhftand a proper and gentlcmanfy 
atonement, when you may be aflured I will - 
never confent to any thing that ihall put a 
force upon your feelings, or leave a ftain upoit-^ 
your honor. You fee, Mr. Arundel, how con- 
fidentially I deal with yoii in this affair ; yoit i 
fee where my intereft, political as well as do- - 
meftic, points, and it is npw in your power by ' 
facilitating an accommodation, not only to fave 
yourfelf from almoft inevitable deftruftion> but 
to eftablilh fuch> merit with me as will render - 
me your effedlual friend for life. 

There is no occafion to tell 'you all rtiy * 
anfwer to this, you fee enough of Lord G.'s 
^wifties tc^ conclude that every thing will be 
done on his p'art to terminate this^ afi^ir amica- 
bly, and you know enough of me to believe 
that I am not of a refentful and bloody diipo-- 
iition i and would it not be a favage a€t in me 
to-bkft the-happinefs of fo lovely a creature as 
X^y Loui& by facrifking her lov^r and the 
msuiihe loves to my vengeance ? You will alfo^ 
recoUefb Lady G/s words, when^ flhie declared 
her terrors about the confequences that miglit 
«ilifuei ^^ ihe ihoul4 fl^^^v tafte^mother p^ce- 
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«* ful moment in her life/*' — Can I dcftroy the 
peace of the beft of human beings ? You are 
fure I cannot — fet your mind at reft therefore 
about my future fafety and dream no more of 
duels. 

I am, and fhall continue to be your's. 



LETTER XV. 

Charles Mortlake to JrundcL 

A H my friend ! do you deal fairly with mc, 
and can you think me fo (hallow-fighted 
as not to deted your effort at deceiving me ? 
Is the laft paragraph of your letter the real 
language of your heart ? It is not. Why did 
you fuppreis your anfwer to Lord G.*$ ha- 
rangue about amicable fatisfaftion ? . Why, 
but becaufe that anfwer would have cut up 
the falfe delufivc hopes, which his difcourfe 13 
intended to convey ? But you are miftaken j it 
^^conveys no hopes to me 5 I know you too well 
to believe he has any intcreft to divert your 
mind from the moft rigid adherence to thqfe 

fanguinary 
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fanguinary laws, which honor, (that Moloch 
of the world*s idolatry,) has impofed upon its 
votaries. How often have you and I difputcd 
this point of duelling ! and how little have I 
ever gained upon your mind by thofe conver-» 
fationS ! You have now introduced a new 
<hara6ter on the fcene, your uncle the Gene- 
ral, who feems a mafter of the art, a profeflbr 
of modern honor, and I perceive the malady is 
in your blood, a kind of family difeafe, not to 
be eradicated by my Lord's feeble emollients. 
No, my dear Frank, you throw a very thin 
cover upon the real purpofe of your heart, 
when you affeft to afk if it would not be a 
favage a£l to blajl the happinefs of Lady Louifa a 
this is not your natural language ; truth makf s 
no parade, and your underftanding would not 
ftoop to fuch trite unmeaning queftions, if you 
was as willing to do, as you are competent to 
difcern, what is right. But that your queftions 
infincere as it is, may not ftand .unanfwered by 
me, I do fay that it is a favagd aft to blaft 
the happinefs even of a perforgr, who has fo 
Ihnall a fhare of your acquaintance as JLady 
Louifa J how njuch more of one wHq loves 
you as Lady G, ! and yet I am apt to believe 
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rii€re is a heart, in which die wound will Cock 
ftili deeper dian in liar's, a heart, which at tlus 
very moment thrdbs with agony, whilft it re- 
fledb upon the horrid purpofe you are medi* 
taring. 

Do you luppofe I cannot now account for 
all the time and pains you have devoted to the 
feience of the fword ? why was you for ever 
at the pradice with your fencing-mafter ? Not 
for the r^albn you gave me> becaufe it was a. 
wholeibme ^xercife^ a graceful rels^sation m 
the intervals of ftudy. You providently made 
yotjrfelf perfeft in the theory, well knowing 
that the timie was in advance, when you iiuift 
cany it into praftice. 

But I have done i what I have faid is <enoii^ 
for lamentation; nothing dmt I could add 
would fuflioe for conviftion. And therefore, 
my beloved friend, to the proteftion of Pro- 
vidence and the government of your own in- 
vincibJe Jpirit I commit you : may that art you 
have ftudied be your defence; may that ho- 
nor you purfbe^be your reward ; and may die 
wound you n0W fufFer be the only one you 
&all ever receive from the hand of the fame 
tnurdci^ous ^afioffin ! 

f I know 
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I know nothing^of the world you livq widi, 
thick rules and ^pinbns cannot be controvert* 
cd by me, for I have neidier age, experience, 
rank or pretenfions to oppofe to their atrdio- 
rity : I take for granted the aflault is fuch a^ 
in die language of honor excludes apology, 
and diat the only pofTible atonement Sir. 
George Revel can make for attempting t^ 
kill you, is by giving you a chance of killing 
him ; be it fo! if fo the law ftands, tboie,^ who 
acknowledge the law, muft obey the law : at 
the fame time, with humble deference to the 
law-makers, I muft obierve it is extremely 
&vorable to the aflailin, as it ofiers him a ie« 
cond chancle of doing that, of which he has 
4)een once difappointed, and, when the die of 
£ice is to be tihtrown, ^ves him two cafts to 
your one. 

I have hitherto luppoied that the laws of 
cur country gave us redrefs againft afiauks s 
but when men of principle, lovers of juftice, 
(and who has nobler principles, who loves juf- 
tice more than yourfelf ?) do not apply to 
thofe laws, how can I luppofe any fuch are in 
exiftence ? Duelling it feems then is the only 
band of ibciety^ the fafeguard of our peribnal 
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rights, our fole prefervative againft violence j 
ftrange paradox this, inexplicable to my dull 
apprehenfion, who cannot for the foul of me 
difcover how that which breaks the peace can 
preferve the peace, how that can defend nic 
from danger, which expofes me to death. 
Your better knowledge of the world can no 
doubt expound this riddle, and reconcile thefe 
feeming contradictions. 

You forbid me coming to you : I will obey 
you, for, though nothing would prevent me 
from flying to your misfortunes, I Ihould be 
an unwilling witnefs of your errors ; nor could 
the world prefent to me a more afflifting fpec- 
tacle than a friend, endowed by nature with a 
Spirit of benevolence, perverted by a compli- 
ance with the fafliions of the world to a prin- 
ciple of revenge, and thinking no atonement 
compleat till the wrong is expiated with the 
blood of the offender. 
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LETTER XVL 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

^ T F the fafliions and opinions of mankind 
were amenable to the laws of reafon and 
religion, I admit with you that no fuch prac- 
tice as that of duelling could exift ; perhaps 
the fword itfelf might be a weapon out of ufe, 
, or at moft be carried peaceably before the chief 
magiftrate of the ftate, or hung up in terrorem 
as an "emblem of juftice, and not brandifhed as 
now by the hand of the warrior as an inftru- 
ment of human flaughter. 

But it is one thing to confute the world's 
opinions by argument, another thing to oppofe 
them by praftice. Now it muft be owned 
that there is fomething in the. term Coward fo 
.hateful to our cars, that it is more than human 
nature can put up with to fubmit to the re- 
.proach : the ftigma is fo terrible, that it is not 
enough to be confcious of not deferving it i 
the infamy annexed to it is fo general, that it 
reduces a man to a ftatc of fglitude, drives 
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him out of all the comforts^ all the ibcieties o^ 
life^ and rei^ders him the obje6k of univerfai 
contempt. If then the world wiU not hear 
itiy realbn for refuting a challenge^ if it will 
not credit me for thofe confcientious motives 
upon which I decline a duel, but with one 
voice and one mind will rife up agatnft me, 
and hifs my fcrupks out of countenance, 
what ihall I do ? Ihall I retire to the woods 
and the groves, and flirink from the face of 
my friends, quitting the eb^arful haunts of mm 
to feafl upon my own meditations in retirq- 
ment, and triumph in the martyrdom of ho- 
nor at the altar of religion ? Who will da 
this ? or grant that tfeere was virtue found ia 
man fufHcient for the t^fk, will his exwriple 
profit or rdbrm the world ? Certainly it will ': 
not, becaufe the world will never impute it to 
the true principle, but univerfally afcribe it to ^ 
the mean motives of fear and felf preferva* 
tion ? Now if all examples are gtvefim/hr e£^- 
^cation, and none can poffibly be drawn from . 
mine, to what good purpofe i^ my honour fa,- - 
crificed? Why am I to feparate mylelf from.^ 
the great bulk of mankind, and feccding upon 
principle join thofe, who have deferted from 
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cowardice, whereby my virtue will be melted 
into the dregs of their infamy, and the good 
and the bad be made one common mafs, witfw 
out ufe or benefit to any living creature ? 

Without controverting any one of yourar-i' 
guments, let me afk you if I, Francis Arun- 
del, a new and unloiown being, drawn out of 
obfcurity (Heaven knows how unwillingly) and 
jajft ftepping forth into the world, if I am the 
one dauntlefe individual to ftem die tyranny 
of an univerfal fafhion. I may retreat, you 
will tell me, to my prinnitive obfcurity, and 
hide my head in die oziers on the banks of 
Cam; but 1 (hall retreat with ignominy; I ihall 
grow loathfome to myfelf ; I ihdl lofe that 
conlcious pride, which is the v^ foul of 
energy ; even my books wiU be no longer a 
refource, for their authors will rife up in judg- 
ment againft me \ every hero yirill frown upon 
me as I perufe his annals, and every page 
will ftrike the blufh of fhame into my checks : 
laft of all, as the completion of my miferyj, 
you, my dear Charles, even you, the very au- 
thor and advifer of my undoing, you will fall 
from me, and the friend of my life will be 
afhamed any longer to acknowledge his owQi 
.melancholy convert. 

But 
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But fhall I only plead prefcription in de- 
fence of what I am doing, will not the fubjeft 
bear the teft of argunient ? I ana aflaulted by 
a gentleman at the point of his fword, wound- 
ed, ftruck and publicly infulted as -a defpica- 
blc fellow, who has no right to be heard, no 
pretenfions to remonftrate upon equal terms 
of difcuflion. The fpirit of a Quaker would 
rife againfl fuch an infult: what then am I to 
do ? patiently bind up my wounds, and make 
him a prefent of that blood, which is nobler 
than any his veins contain, who drew it from 
me ? Or Ihall I profecute for aflauk and 
battery, and prefent an indidlment upon oath 
that I was put in bodily fear? I tejl you, 
Charles, I will not be perjured by the forms 
of law, when I can be righted by the laws' of 
honor. 

It is well for fociety, (under corre6tion of 
religion let 'me fpeak it) it is happy for the. 
order, the repofe and good manners of the 
world, that they are not left to the regulations 
of the law alone j if I am to put up with every 
affront, that does not break my bones, I muft 
diveft my heart of every feeling towards truth, 
humanity and candour, every fenfe of jufticc 
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towards the charafter of an abfent friend j 
every tendernefs for my own, before I commk 
myfelf to a coaipany of my fellow- creatures, 
whofc offences could no otherwife bexorrefted 
but as they were aftionable: whUft there is 
any diftinftion to be made between a breach 
of the peace and a breach of good manners, 
fomething muft be found to reach thofe tref- 

-pafles, which the judge lapon the bench can 
take no cognizance of. Who will be the 
protestor of the fair fex, where will be the 
Ihelter for their delicacy, what will ftpp the 
mouth of obfcenity ? Neither judge nor jury. 
What would beconie of all thofe mif-lhapen 

' and imperfedt beings, nature's neglefted ofF- 

• Ipring, whofe infirmities and diftortions would 
make them the butts and buffoons of the rude 

•and boifterous fons of health and vigour, if 
there was not a refort open to them, which 
levels the ftrongeft to the weakeft ? and thanks 
to that invention, which has armed the feeble 
family of decrepitude with an inftrument, that 
can awe the infolence of the bully, and can 
carry death into the breaft of the giant from 
the hand of the pigmy. 

Tell me how many virtues are compounded 

ia 
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in your general definition of true politenefs, 
- and I will prove to you that every one of thofc 
component virtues arc indebted to die rcfource 
of duelling for their place in fociety^ Let 
ipeculadon calculate the fiays, the litigations^ 
the difputes, die brutal violences, that would 
overthrow fociety, and then compute if the 
peacej order and happinefs of mankind would 
not fuffer infinitely more interruption fronv 
them, than from all our duel^» which oii an 
average do not rob the conununity of hu?ijC 
^ than two or three nrembers in the year. Even 
morality is interefted in t^e continuance of this 
check upon the pafiions and excefies of mm- 
kind: itisacurb in the moiuh of the drunkan^^ 
for the man who is quarrelibme in his cup8> 
learns to refhrain his propenfity from appre- 
heniion of the confequences : there are many> 
who^ill not iuffer decency to be too grofsly. 
violated, none will endure the defamer of fe- 
male reputation^ and though the fervants of 
religion are the fbns of peace, there are ibme 
loyal ipirits, who do not wear the livery of the 
altar, y^t will not fuffer the God they love and 
adore to be blaiphemed, nor the faith, into 
which th^y are ^nlifted^ to be made the topic 
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^f ridicule and the butt of ribaldry. Are there 
penalties in our ftatutes for all thefe various 
dcfcriptions of offence? Can attornies fettle 
all the decencies, the decorums of focietyf 
Will a jury find damages for my nerves, s^ 
t:an I profecute for affault and battery upon 
the fenfibility of my heart ? 

Read your public prints 5 perufe the bloody 
page, where the vital reputation of your friend 
is difleded before your eyes for your morning 
recreation % the villain is without the law, it 
tannot reach him \ the printer defies you ; it 
is no libel, the author is anonymous. Why 
does he conceal his name ? not becaufe he fetfs 
the law, but becaufe the coward dare not face 
yo^r refentment for the lye he has forged : and 
wei^ there rio perfonal refentmient to dread, 
the fcurrilities of a newfpaper would become 
the tarn of the table, and the daftardly de&mer, 
who noW ftabs you in a paragraph, would Jn- 
lult you fk<;e to face, and unlefs there was a 
lawyer in -company, you would never know 
where to lay your damages. 

Take notice I have nothing to fay to the 
gentlemen, who fight duels for fame's fake. 
Is \wf of <no benefit to fociety, beoaufe men 

will 
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will refort to it fiom a litigious fpirit ? Perfo- 
nal fatisfaftion is not to be demanded, till 
peaceable fatisfaftion is refufed, and then only 
when the injury is of a fort, which according 
to the eftabliflied modes of honor cannot be 
referred to the law, or if referred, cannot be 
properly redreffed. Now it fo happens that 
perfon^fli injuries and af&onts are generally 
fuch, as tare either too undefineable for the no- 
tice of law, or too great for its due corre(5tion ; 
of the former fort, the lye flady given, is what 
no man's fpirit can put up with, yet there is 
no legal redrefs for it whatever j of the latter 
ibrt, a blow is indeed a breach of the peace, 
but the infult does not confift in die violence^ 
with which one gentleman ftrikes another; and 
yet the law will take that only into contem- 
plation, which in the fenfe of honor is no ag- 
gravation of the injury; on the contrary. the 
very reverfe obtains, for (as in the cafe of my 
wound) that, which injures the perfon mpft 
may very poflibly afFeft the honor leaft. 

One more remark your patience will in- 
dulge me in with refpeft to my proficiency in 
the art of fencing : when I profeflTed to ftudy- 
it^ as an athletic and falutary cxercife, I did not 
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forefec any other ufes I was ever likely to ap- 
ply it 'to ; at all events I had no purpofes in 
contennplation but defenfive ones ; and in that 
light I muft confidcr it as a happy circum- 
fiance that I am poflefled of an art, which in 
all probability will enable me to guard my 
own vitals from an adverfary's fword, and 
guide mine, where the ftroke (hall not be mor- 
tal. Farewell. 



LETTER XVIL \ 



Lady Louija to Lady Jane S. 

T AM fick, my dear Jane, fick at heart, and 
thefe (illy doftors give me medicines for 
^e body, when the malady is in my foul. I 
Will take no more potions ; I can counterfeit 
no longer ; their trifling teizes me ; I will dif- 
mife them and refort to you. But tell me 
firft, (and refleft before you tell me) is your ^ 
friendfliip for me of that pitch, as not to fufFer 
a decline when I have confided to you my 
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wealaieis ? Will you perfift to love me, even 
though I ceafe to iherit your love ? And when 
I have degraded myfelf in your judgment, are 
you incapable of defpifing me? Above all 
tilings^ is your nature flrong enough to bear 
the weight diat I fhall caft upon it^ when all 
my prcfent forrows, all diat future time may 
add to my accumulated load, fball be depo-t 
lited with you and you alone ? Remember 
aMb, that as my cafe admits of no cure^ I will 
admit of no prefcriptions ; when I Ihall impart 
it, it will not be for the afliftance you can give 
by your advice, but merely for die comfort I 
fliall receive in my complaining : fo far from 
offering to oppofe the poifon, I Ihall require 
of you to feed it, to provoke it, to cnflame it : 
the time for antidotes is paft, and every vein 
is faturated with the infe(^ion« Adieu« 
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LETTER XVIII. 

Lady G. to the Hen, Mrs. Dormer, 

T Am brought to town by the following man* 
date from my Lord— 

" Madam, 
*VYou will remove Lady Louifa to town 
** and come with her yourfelf. The confufion 
you have thrown me and my family into by 
the affront you chofe to put upon Sir George 
Revel at Spring Grove makes your longer, 
refidence in that place unadvifeable. Had 
you fent your meffage by a fervant, I could 
^* have turned the blame upon him and in 
fome degree faved you ; but when you 
thought fit to employ Mr. Arundel on your 
errands, and gratified your pride by turning 
my fecretary into your footman, you took 
^' an eflfeftual flep for blading my meafures, 
" and have niade yourfelf refponfiblc not only 
" for the blood which has already been flied, 
*^ but for all the fatal confecjuences that may 
"enfue. ' . G." 

Vol. I. F Thi$ 
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This is a hulband's letter to a wife, who Is 
and ever hath been— —let your impartial pen 
fill up the fentence and defcribe what, how 
humble^ how obedient, muft I add how in* 
jured ? And was it to gratify my pricjc I cm- 
ployed Mr. Arundel ? is that the pafTion I am 
aftuated with towards him ? Alas ! alas ! I 
almoft wilh it were. I have blalled his mea- 
iures j I am refponfible for the blood which is, 
and all that (hall be fhed j the former reflec- 
tion I can furvive, the latter rends my heart in 
pieces. 

Well, my beloved friend ! I have done ; 
you fhall not be wearied with my complaints j 
I will fubmit and be Glent : I am devoted to 
mifery j the viftim of paternal ambition, I am 
lifted up in life to ?i painful pre-eminence y my 
heart was never wedded to Lord G. you know 
it was nor, nor his to me ; it was a match of 
paflion on his part, and of fplendid unhappinefs 
on mine. 

No more of this : I am in London, I have 
removed Lady Louifa and have furrendered 
up my charge : fo far I Have bettered my fitu- 
ation, forafmuch as I was diftreffed in the ex- 
treme about her: I know not what it is that 

ails 
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• ails her ; there is no dcfcribing to you the 
ftrange appearances her diforder puts on, and 
the variety of changes it undei^goes 5 fbmetimes 
her dejeftion is of the moft alarming nature ; 
flie is filent, fuUen, loaths her food and is tp- 
tally infenfible to every thing that is done for 
her 5 at other times fhe is feverifli, wandering, 
her pulfe high and rapid, and all her motions 
quick and violent: I need not conceal fronni 
you how irritable her feelings are ; and I be^ 
gin to tremble left her fehfes fliould give way, 
I dare fay you have already anticipated my 
fulpicion of fhe real caufe of her diforder ; love 
in Lady Louifa's trafe will be all tumult, tem- 
peft, madnefs itfelf j and I am by circum- 
ftances perfiiaded Ihe is in love with that affaf. 
lin Sir George; unhappy girl! to be caught 
by the glittering exterior of a fpecious villain, 
as incapable of true love, as he is deftitute of 
true courage, I noted his behavior at the 
ball, where he firft met her, danced with her 
and behaved as I think would revolt a woman 
of delicacy : infenfible, licentious wretch, he 
knows not what true love Ibould be. 

Love Jhould be pure^ 
Harmlefs as plgrims kijfes on tbejhrines 

Fa Of 
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Of virgin martyr Sy holy as the thoughts 
Of dying faints y when angels hover o'er them, 
' Harmonitms, gentkyfoft \fuch Lovefbould be, 
The Zephyr y not the whirlwind of theJouL 

But I tell you again with^this wretch fhe is 
in love ; with the direft enemy of my peace, 
with the objeft of my eternal hatred, terror and 
averfion, is the child of my afFeftion fatally in 
love : mjferable mother that I am ! what have 
I fuffered, what am I not yet to fufFer for her 
fake ! I have had an interview with my Lord, 
in which he has not only thrown all patience 
out of fight, but diftanced eveiy thing that 
ever went before for violence and rage: when 
- 1 tell you that he did not ftrike me, I tell' you 
the only infult he abftained from. Tears, apo- 
logies, entreaties bad no effeft upon him j 
when his overbearing cruelty had lowered me 
to a ft ate of . humiliation, which no human 
creature fhould be reduced to by another, re- 
coUeftion feized me; my nature revolted 
againft fuch meannefs, and I recovered fo 
much underftanding of my own dignity as to 
break forth into the following expoftulation : — 
My Lord, you bear fo hard upon me, and 
o • ~ prefs 
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prefs a wounded fpirit with fuch unremitting 
cruelty, that I Ihould be unworthy of the name 
and chara61:er you have honored me with, 1 
lliould be your flave and not your wife, if I 
was any longer to fubmit myfelf to your re- 
proaches : as I perceive it is inQpOflible to mol- 
lify your heart, there is nothing left for. me but 
to attempt to harden mine to an infenfibility of 
your unkindnels. 

With thefe ^vords I left him, and indeed he 
did not offer at a reply j I Believe he was' 
a good deal ftartled to fee the trampled worm 
retort upon its oppreflbr. pe is now gone ta 
'pay his court to his foyereign, to fmile and, 
bow, and fofcen his ferocious features intO the 
timid air of flattery and fubmiflion, wnilft I 
remain at home a filent fufferer under his do- 
nieftic tyranny. / / 

As foon as he was gone I haften^p to offer 
my apologies where they were really due ; but 
how different was my reception there ! He„ 
who might juflly have complained ,pf his fuf- 
^ferings for my fake, would not permit me 
even to condole with him on the misfortunes 
which I had brought upon him. Ah, my dear, 
but imprudent friend, why would you even 

F 3 touck 
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touch upon fo dangerous a fubjeS: as the de- 
icription of his perfbn ? Lofs of blood and 
the difcipline confequential of his wound have 
indeed diminifhed the lu&re, but not im- 
paired the fenfibility of his countenance ; the 
languor^ tha( has polTeil itfelf of his features^ 
makes them only more interefting than they 
were. 1 was to blame for not taking more 
time to compofe myfelf before I faw him^ for 
he imn)e()iately difcovered that I had be^^n in 
tears, nay, I am afraid the very tears betray- 
ed themfelves, fori you need not be told how 
very foon idie heart is melted into, pity, when 
!(: has been previoufly fiibdued* by. for row ; 
ancl furely it was a touching fpeftacle to fee 
liim ftretched upon a couch, his body fwathed 
with Wrappers, his eyes red with pain, and his 
aftive Rmbs deprived of their motion. He no- 
ticed the difordcr I was in, and in truth it 
could not be concealed. After fixing his 

«... > 

eyes upon me fome time with the moft com- 
paQionatc 4nd tender refpcft, he Ihook his 
head, and in a faint tone demanded, if this 
could be the way to cure him of his wound, 
by tranfplanting it into my oWn bofom ? 
Would it Icflfen your pain then, I replied, 

if 
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if I were fo infenfible as not to participate ia 
what you fufFer for my fake ? 

'Twas an unguarded queftion j he call down 
his eyes in filcnce, and no fooner did I fee the 
blood mounting in his cheeks, tlian 1 felt mine 
kindle at the recoUedtion of what I faid. In 
this moment I had no refource prefent to my 
thoughts, but to confefs I had been in tears 
before I entered his room : my Lord had been 
chiding me feverdy ; my unhappinefs on find- 
ing myfelf. the iit^rovident author of his mif- 
fortunes waa great aiough without any re- 
proaches to aggravate it beyond what I could 
bear. Indeed, indeed, faid I, he is too cruel 
tome; he opprefles my weak Ipirits without 
niercy, and I can no longer fupport it. 

Reproach mc hot too ferioufly for this in- 
difcreet confeflioa of what I could no longer 
fupprefs, and which nothing but the dilemma 
1 was in could have drawn from my Jips. : it is 
too late to recall it, and there is a balm in pity 
fo healing to a wounded mind, that I fcarce 
can bring myfelf to repent of having thus un- 
burthened my heart, affured as I am of the 
honor and difcretion of this excellent young 
mw. Befides you will recolleft I told you 

F 4 wc 
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tve had exchanged k promife of mutual con- 
fidence when we converfed together in the 
country: he had imparted to me all his feel- 
ings upon the firft reception he met with from 
my Lord -, he owned to me that it had given 
him no flattering imprelTions of the comforts 
of his fituation, and it was plain enough to 
fee he had already taken a pretty fair mealurc 
of his Lordfhip's character. 

It is not neceflary to relate to you how ten- 
derly he fympathized in my fuflferings ; I con- 
fefs it drew me on to a more explicit difcuf- 
fion of all the various particulars of my >un- 
liappy ftory, as iitell thofe, which preceded 
my connection with Lord G. as all that have 
fince followed. What could I do ? was I to 
blame for giving vent to my forrows, and how 
can the human heart fupport itfelf without the 
confolation of fome friendly Ipirit to fympa- 
thize with it in it's fufFerings ? If indeed I 
were not of an age fo diftant from his, and fb 
far out of all danger or even pofllbility of 
folly, it might be rafli and inexcufable to en- 
tourage fuch a connexion ; but I, who am 
nearly ofd enough to be his mother, I, who 
have neither charms to excite defires, nor pro- 

penfity 
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penfity to feel them, what have I to appre- 
hend either for him or myfelf? and why fhould 
I aficft to lay myfelf under a reftraint in his 
company, which would only ferve to expofe 
my own ridiculous vanity, and give him juft 
occafion to delpife me for an old coquette ? 
I am determined, therefore, to treat him with 
that open confidence, which my age and cha- 
rafter may fafely commit themfelves to with 
one of his modefly and merit, and indulge 
myfelf without fcruple in that pure and ma- 
ternal afFedtion, which my heart has truly 
conceived for him. Thefe, and only thefe; are 
the fenfations which my attachment to this 
amiable youth infpires me with ; and he in re- 
turn feems to meet me with the moll Ipiritu- 
alized and even filial devotion; his attentions 
to me are of the moft delicate and relpeftful , 
ibrt J his eyes exprefs the mildeft benevolence, 
and every fentiment is diftated by a heart re- 
plete with honor, purity and generofity s his 
emotions are fuch as can only proceed from a 
foul warmed by gratitude and melted by pity ; 
iiirely he is fent to me by the indulgence of 
Heaven as a kind of guardian fjiirit to fupport 
and comfort me in this extremity, to fill your 

F 5 place^ 
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place^ my beloved friend^ and to fupply tfaofe 
reiburces, of which I am deprived whUft you 
are at a diftance from me. 

When I repeated to him all the cruel things 
my Lord had &id to me^ though I could eafily 
difcover the cfFeft they had upon him by the 
changes which his countenance underwent, 
ftiU he did not fuffer a fingle word of aggra- 
vation to efcape him, but fuggcfted every 
thing he could devife that was fbothing and 
conciliatory j obferving to me that there muft 
be a variety of incidents, of which I was not 
apprized, but to which my Lord by his fitua- 
U6ti was expofed, that might ruffle and difturb 
his temper; and that allowances fhould be 
made for all men, involved as he was in diffi- 
cult and intricate affairs — Perhaps, added he. 
Lord G. had adopted other thoughts and opi- 
nions with relpeft to Sir Gteorge Revcrs at- 
tachment to Lady Louifa than you had, and 
as his pretenfions of a certain fort are as high 
as any man's, it is not unlikely but my Lord 
may be difpofed to his alliance, which indeed 
in point of policy there can be no objedUon to, 
neither is there perhaps any difinclination to be 
apprehended on the part of the young lady 
herfel^ 

There, 
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Th^re, anfwered I, you touch upon a point, 
that gives me very ferious alarm, for I can 
forefee npthing but inevitabie mifery to my 
daughter with fuch a man, and y^t I fear Ihe 
is attached to him too ferioufly to be diverted 
from it by any thing I might venture to oppofe 
in the way of caution — but alas ! what influ- 
ence have I ? or if I had, how dare I to exert 
it in defiance of my Lord's authority to the 
contraryii?-^And yet can I fybmit to fee my 
daughter married to the wretch, who villan- 
oufly*attempted to afTaflinate my friend ? There 
is but one way in the nature of things, my deac 
Mr. Arundel, by which I can in any degree be 
reconciled to fuch a. deplorable connexion, 
and that depends altogether upon you. If you; 
can forgive him, if your generous (pirit can- 
admit of his atonement,, and pafsuthis adlioii. 
over as the mere aftion of a mad man with- 
out premeditation or malice, I could, acquiefce 
with fome patience, elpecially when Ireflefted 
that it was, the nieans of refcuing you from 
further dg,nger, and prevented confequences, 
that may otherwile plunge nrie into mifery in- 
fupportable, the very thought of which fills my 
mind withhprror. 

F 6 ' I cannot 
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I cannot doubt but I ""accompanied thele 
words with more emotion of voice and utter- 
ance than I am now aware of^ for I perceived 
tiiey had a very fenfible efFeft upon him : I 
can recolleft that I had his hand in mine, 
whilft I was delivering them, though I canno 
call to mind at what precife moment, nor ex- 
a6Uy in what manner I had taken its I fup* 
pofe it was by one of thofe involuntary aftions, 
which efcape us in the ferment of the foul, 
when it is agitated beyond the powers of recol- 
leftioni but I can well remember that he 
regarded me with great fenfibility and refpecl, 
fo that I was under lefs alarm on that account, 
when I recollefted the attitude I was in, and 
therefore thought I would not wound his feel- 
Jhgs, (which in his weak condition are alive to 
die fmalleft tokens of unkindnefs) by with* 
drawing my hand difdainfuUy and haftily -, on 
the contrary, obferving that he was fallen into 
deep and filent meditation upon what I had 
been faying to him, I recalled him to attention 
by a fudden yet gentle compreffure of my fin- 
gers, as if to awaken him, and then demanded— 
if he could have the heart to leave me expofed 
to all the reproaches of an enraged hu/band, 

by 
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fey purfbing his revenge, in which perhaps he 
might nifli upon death, 'and by loading my 
confcience with his blood, drive me to mad- 
nefs ? 

His reply was fuch as fills me with alarm ! 
I confels to you, faid he, that Lord G. has 
already moved me to an accommodation with 
Sir George Revel, and offered his mediation 
for that purpofe. Towards him I found it 
prudent to obferve fome ISnefle, but from you. 
Madam, I can never hold back any portion 
of the trudi, for you command my heart in 
every honorable fenfe of the word. I will not 
fay that the injury I have received, though as 
deep as can well be, is fuch as abfolutely to 
preclude accommodation, for I have no thiril 
for his blood, though it feems he has had for 
mine -, but I mufl fairly confefs I have little 
expeftation that Sir George Revel has mag- 
nanimity enough to make that ample fubmif^ 
lion, which may fatisfy my honor, nor am I 
quite aflured that my Lor4 has all thofe feel- 
ings for my fituation, which fliould urge him 
to exadl a proper and fufficient reparation : 
befides this, I have put myfelf into the hands 
cf my uncle Sir Francis Arundel, whofe re- 

lentment 
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lentment on the occafion runs high^ and wboi^ 
family ipirit will not bp atoned by common 
fadsfaftion. * 

Believe me^ Madam^ I am penetrated to the 
heart with the words you have now uttered -, 
to defeat the views, which your Lord's ambi- 
tion may have formed, cannot be indifferent 
to me, and to deprive the lovely Lady Lpuiia 
of the objeft of her wiflies, (if that objeft were 
deferving of her) would be paiftfijl in the ex- 
treme 5 but what is fliocking to my thoqghtjs 
above meafure, worfe than death itfel^ an4 
more terrible than all things but difhonor anc} 
the ftamp of ignominy upon my naipe. ^d 
' charafter, is to fe^l myfelf the author of mifery 
and unmerited reproach to the beft and moft 
amiable of her fex, to a fuffering wife in wjiol^ 
heart unkindneis has already planted its thorns; 
Oh Lady G. wjiat would I nof endure rather 
than give occafion of unhappinefs and pain to 
you ! Believe me, Madam, I fhall carry th^ 
impreffion of the. fentiments, which I feel at 
this moment, to the latefl: hour of my life, and 
fo zealous am L to approve the gratitude, the 
veneration I entertain for you, that there can 
be no commands ofyour's, which it is pftflible 

for 
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forme to difobey, but fiich as would expofe 
me to a contempt that would render me un- 
worthy of k friendfhip, which I value above 
life itfelf. 

Pity me, my generous, my indulgent friend, 
pity me, I conjure you, for my conduft at this 
touching crifis, and condemn me not, if I 
wanted fortitude to reprefs the efFufions of a 
burfting heart j I had no longer any command 
over my tears j they forced their way and fell 
in fhowers j exhaufted nature lunk under the 
difcharge, and if he had not caught and fup- 
ported m^ in his amas, I ihould have dropt 
upon the floor. I fhudder to think what pain 
this efibrt muft have given to his wound, for 
when^ I recovered fight enough to caft my 
eyes upon him, he was very pale and as I 
thought* in danger of fainting; my agonies 
were now all direfted to his prefent danger ; I 
trembled for the mifchief I had done j I even 
expefted to fee the blood Itart from his wouqd 
andpidhiredvto myfelf all the horrors of his 
immediate death before my eyes : it was too 
much for human nature tp lupport — I know 
not what I faid s I know not what I did : Na« 
tore muft anfwer for it i her impulfe governed 

me. 
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Ttie, I was but a machine in her hands ; he faW 
my fituation, afid is too noble not to allow for 
it, too pure, too virtuous, too refpeftful to pre- 
fume upon it; I will truft his honor for the 
faireft interpretation, and I reft it on your can- 
dor to confirm it— No more — Farewell ! 



LETTER XIX- 

Hon. Mrs. 'Dormer to the Countefs of G. 

m 

\KT HAT a variety of paflions hath your let- 
~ ^ ter excited in a bofom, which, if time 
had done its duty, would before this have 
been deadened and benumbed by years ! but 
it hath been the fport, the viftim of your 
pen. Never -more will I keep any terms with 
your unfeeling Lord : when I had feated you 
in the full poffeffion of my heart, I wifhed to 
have referved a corner of it for him j but he 
is for ever thruft out and excluded ; let ambi- 
tion take him in, he is not fit for the fociety 
of benevolence i let pride adopt him, let him 

take 
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take refuge in his politics -, to the angry fpirit 
of party, to the tides and tempefts of a conten- 
tious world I turn him over with difdain : whilft 
he meanly . truckles in the prefehce of Princes, 
he is a monfter of cruelty in the facred privacy 
of domeftic virtue. Oh ! that you Ihould be 
deftined to call him Hufband, and 1 not per- 
mitted to regard him as a Friend ! 

What a contrail' have you dilplayed in the 
pidlure of that wounded youth ! What a revo- 
lution do you make in the fenfations of my 
heart, when you fhift the fcene to the chamber 
of my^ beloved Arundel! Yes, my gentle 
friend, I call him my beloved, for I will ftrug- 
gle with you, even to animofity, for fome fhare 
in his regards : what tell you me of being old 
enough to be his mother ? it is no fuch thing ; 
but I am more than old enough to be your's, 
and therefore if age is to be the teft of our pre- 
tenfions, the prize to ftruggle for, the plea for 
friendfhip, how much ftronger is my claim 
than your's ? Fear me not however ; I fhall 
not be formidable to you : yf man may not 
marry his grandfnotber : I fhall be contented 
With a litde plain good- will ; you are miftrefs 
of his affeiftions. — Do not ftart, my dear 5 I 

have 
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have not yet faid he is mafter of your*s.-^If 
Arundel will only hear me tolk, it is all I re- 
quire of him : vanity never totally wears itfelf 
out in old age j it only fhifts its ground ; mine 
is as lively as ever, but it has been long fince 
driven out of the ftrong poft of beauty, and 
now maintains a kind of dying combat on the 
field of underftanding : we chatter nonfenfe all 
our youth through, and lilp out feeble efforts 
at wit in our old age: now I have a mighty 
prepoffcflion that Arundel will allow me ^ 
the chamis that I have apy chance of hdog 
flattered for ; I intend to make him own that 
I am a very charming old woman, the beft 
Me-i'Me in England, and the way, that I J[haU 
take to make him fo fond of my converfarion, 
will be by dedicating the whole of it to a de- 
lineation of your chars^fter 5 yes, my m.oft be- 
loved lady, I 0iall be your faithful hiflprian ; 
I have known you from your cradle, you arc 
all but my own child -, the modeft fenfibility 
of ypur nature^ which fhrinks back from vul- 
gar obfcrvation, the inborn virtues of your 
Ibul, which a hufbaad's overbearing tyramiy 
awes into filence Bxidfrigbufrom their profriity^ 
arc all known and familiar to mc— 
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Set in a note-book^ learned and conned hy rote. 

And now what think you of your friend' and 
me ? Shall riot Arundel and I be good compa- 
ny together? Which of all the blue-ftockings 
will rival me in wit ? The hags will have no 
Ihare in him ; we fhall divide him between us j 
you will poffefs his heart, and I Ihall cngrofs 
his ear. 

Do you think I do not know to whoiftr I f m 
talkingi and of what I am talking ? Yes^ I am 
talking of the puceft pailion, which the human 
heart can entertain^ to a woman of the pureft 
principles j I am faking of love to Lady G. 
— *^ But love is prohibited to a wife." — Did 
nature make that law ? will nature obey that 
law ? Happinefs may be , prohibited j the 
light of Heaven may be forbidden j but it 
muft be the cdidt of a tyrant, npt the voice of 
juftice, which violajtes the common rights of 
human kind— Who gave the heart thofe gene- 
rous feelings,, which, anfwer to the names^ of 
benevolence, fympathy, compaffion, genero^ 
fity, gratitude and the whole family of human 
charities ? Who, but the fame gracious Being, 
who, compounding all thefe feveral qualities 

into 
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into one eflcncc, called it Lovey and then in- 
vited all creation to participate of the bkfling ? 
With this celeftial eflence your clay, my deareft 
lady, is moft liberally tempered : to your huf- 
band you tendered the firft oblations j he Ipurn- 
cd them from him, infenfible man ! but did he 
therefore cxtinguiQi them ? It was not in his 
power ; he cruflied the bloffoms but he could 
not kill the root. 

I tfuft nobody will tell me that love,, 
though rejefted, (hall ftill be love, becaufe 
it is fanftified by the rites of marriage : there 
muft be fome mighty conjuration in thofe rites 
to overrule the principles of nature before this 
can be effefted. But though this will not, 
bear a difpute, and it muft be on all hands- 
allowed, that love cannot be called nor re- 
called by any form of words 5 yet how many 
will tell us, that a wife, though ftie cannot 
love her hufband, ought not to love any other 
man ? I IhaU rhuch fooner be brought to 
confefs the danger of fuch love, than die 
crime of it: But to whom does the danger 
apply? To the weak, the vain, the unprin- 
cipled j to them it is danger, not becaufe the 
paffion, which draws them into danger, is love 

in 
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in its true and virtuous charafter, but becaule 
it is die counterfeit of love, compofed of faUe 
and vicious propenfities : Why then preach 
to you, rwhofe nature of itfelf revolts froni all 
impurity ? Is virtue only amiable to us in 
our own fex ? Shall not courage, generofity 
and other manly qualities have their claim 
upon our hearts? Becaufe I am wedded to 
cruelty, (hall I love cruelty ? fhall I not pre- 
fer arid admire the charafter, where gende- 
nefs, benevolence, pity are to be found ? and 
if thefe virtuous attributes chance to be in- 
mates of a heart, which die divine artificer 
has inclofed in a fair and comely mould, 
Ihall I ftart afide and call it danger, becaufe 
. it approaches me in the Ihape and likenefs 
of a man ? No, I will embrace and cherifh 
it without fear or hefitarion, convinced that 
Virtue is of an cffcnce fo fpiritualized, as not 
to admit of the diftinftions of cither fex or 
age, and is, wherever it refides. 

In its own Jhape bow lovefy ! 

Certain it is, that in a fairer tenement than 
the perfon of Arundel virtue never was or 
will be lodged i it is a rich jewel in a Iplen- 

did 
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did fetting, and for my part, I am not one 
that afFefts to be enamoured of thofe roug^ 
diamonds, which are only to be known by 
their hardnefs, not by their hiftrc — by their 
property of cutting every thing they are tried 
upon, and admitting no impreflibn to be made 
upon themfelves. 

Having thus pleaded for the rights of Na- 
ture, attid argued the point with you as her 
candid advocate, let me fpeak a .word on die 
part of Prudence. 

You certainly fhould have allowed your- 
felf more time for recolle6tion between your 
interviews j when you palled without any in- 
terval from a fcene, which muft have Ihewn 
your hufband in a light fo unfavorable, to 
fay no worfe of it, to one which dilplayed a 
contraft fo advantageous to Arundel, you cer- 
taihly did not confult your ufual difcretion ; 
for you came with all the impulfes of a bleed- 
ing heart frelh and in full force; refentment 
had broken down your defences, forrow had un- 
dermined them i even pity in thofe moments, fo 
fbft in itfelfi becomes by circumftance a formi- 
dable aflailant j whilft the angfy glances of an 
infulring tyrant have not yet abated* of their 
9 ' impreflion. 
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imprefllon,* and the nerves wliich he hsid 
racked are ftill quivefing with the torture, 
how fweet is h to behold the eyes of love 
gliftening with compaflion, to prefs the hand 
of afFeftion reached forth for our relief! 'Tis 
a crifis in i^hich Virtue throws away her ar- 
mour, and may fhe then encounter Love in 
no other form but that of innocence I Can I 
wonder that you melted into tears, that you 
funk upon his neck with tendernefs and gra- 
titude, that, you know not what you /did and 
what ycu did ? I cannot wonder, if the fpirit, 
when it is gone out from the body, no longer 
knows what pafles in the prifon it has efcaped 
from : a thief may ileal into the habitation it 
has deferted and rifle it at pleafure ; but Hea- 
ven be thanked, Arundel is no thief, your 
virtue is reinftated in its citadel, the bars and 
bolts are again made faft, and Prudence, its 
centinel, is returned to her poft. 

Another word or two, my lovely pupil, by 
the way of caution — Do not tell me of your 
maternal affeSiion\ there's hypocrify.on the 
face of it j you have no maternal affe£libn for 
Arundel ; you can have none. Have not' I the 
reckoning of your age ? did not your laft 

birth-day 



I20 ARUNDEL. 

birth-day number thirty and five years ? 
Conlult your locking-ghfs ; think as humbly 
as you pleafc whilft you furvey that fece and 
form, which it will rcflfeft upon you, and then 
fay to mc, if you dare, that grace and beauty- 
are not prefent to your view in their tendereft, 
their moft touching period : the glare of com- 
plexion, the efiervefcence of youth are gone 
by ; beauty hath withdrawn her more brilliant 
tints from the portrait; but fenfibility has 
added ten thoufand interefting touches, which 
fpeak more to the heart than the frefher hues 
Dnce did to the eye ; they may indeed awaken 
lels admiration, but they infpire more love : 
a ihade of forrow thrown upon the fineft fea- 
tures in nature, a penfive caft, which rather 
menaces than marks decay, only fliew that 
time has begun to put his pencil to the can- 
vafs, not malicioufly but feelingly, not with 
an intent to deface it, but to foften down its 
hardnefles, and make it's harmony more fweet 
andn^llow. 

I will tell you another thing, which per- 
haps you are not aware of, and this it is — a 
very young man, whofe tafte is not vitiated by 
fcnfuality, and wihofe mind is of the fenti- 

jir mental 
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mental and pathetic caft, will be more capri- 
vated by a woman of ^your ladyftiip's age and 
ftile of beauty, than by all the florid charms 
of a girl, though fhe were as attradive as your 
own daughter. Apply this to Arundel, and 
you will perceive he is the very man to feel 
ihofe impreffions, and yourfelf the Very wo- 
man to inlpire them. Talk, no more there-: 
fore either of your maternal or his filial af- 
fcAions; for you cannot deceive me; and 
you ought not to deceive yourfelf; ufc a 
plainer language, call it love ; Ipeak without 
difguife, when you fpeak to me y confide to me 
die moft fecret movements of your heart; tdl 
me every thing unequivocally as it paffes, not 
to gratify my curiofity, but to relieve your, 
own thoughts, to fati^fy your doubts, to 
flxengthen your refolution, to guard and fup- 
port your virtue. 

You fee I am no ftern monitrels ; I can 
caution you without accufing ; I can moralize 
without pedantry. I repofe entire confidence 
in your difcretion ; you may with equal fecu- 
rity rely upon my honor. 

FarcwelL 

* . ■ ■ • 
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Lady Louifa G. to Lady Jane S. 

fj^HANKS to -you, my dear Jane, my 
befb thinks ! You h^ve banifhed all my 
ferupks : your letter is your heart, and your 
Jicart is truth itfelf : you are the yery com- 
forter I wilh for ; in your friendlhip I fhaU 
find th^ only cordial diat can relieve me. 

You have heard the fad fracas that has 
happened, as I m^y fay, in ow fanoily; for 
the quarrel was firft ftarted in our houfe at 
Spring Grove, All the world fays, that Sir 
peorgc Revel was ifliockingly in &ult5 but 
all the world believes I don't think io. You 
was with me at the Duchels's bail, when I 
4anced with \m\y and can witnefs how con- 
^cuous his attentions were to me : Do I call 
them his attentims ? Sir Geprge Revel's felf- 
prefuroption is much too great to defceayJ to 
any thing that in the moft diftaiit degree 
can carry an appearance of humility. His 
own dear perfon is the idol of his worlhip, and 

t h« 
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he has made it as rich in gold and pr.ecious 
ftones as the Lady of Loretto. He is alio 
very jiTie^ in the fafhionable fenfe of the word, 
and very infolent in the plain fenfe of it* H^ 
faid very flattering things to me, as he might 
think them ; but as I know they were only faid 
to difplay his own wit and addrefs, I cared 
very little about tham. He perfuaded him- 
felf he had made a ferious impreffion, and I 
was fenfible he had made a very ridiculous one. 
My fethcr was well pleafed \ for there is every 
worldly recommendation in the co^nedion. 
My mother was much^ dilpleafed \ for ihe de- 
fpifes money, and is infenfible to ambition* The 
reft of the good ccanpanyj who' were uninte- 
refted lookers-on, and did not care which way 
the game went, married us without lofs of 
.time, as the readieft way of idilpofing of us. 

You yourfeli^ my dear Jane, have been in 
the general error till this moment, when I de- 
clare to you from my heart, that I fcorn and 
detcft Sir George Revel : I look upon him 
with horror 5 I cannot hear his name without 
Ihuddcring 5 he is the terror of my very- 
dreams i I yould fooner leap alive into thd 

G 2 flames. 
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flames^ than marry that moft hatcfiil of 
wretches. 

Notwithftanding this, prepare yourfclf to 
bear that I am about to do this very thing, fo 
much more terrible than the worft of tor* 
ments. Oppole not that report even with a 
doubt ; g^ve it not fo much as a filent Ihake 
of your head when you meet it* Every body 
knows our intimacy, ^d if you hefitate, my 
hypocrify will tranlpire; the confequence of 
this will be, that the duel between Sir George 
and Mr. Arundel muft take place. 

Ah ! my dear friend, that fatal week at 
Spring Grove : how little did I fulpeft, when 
my father told us he Ihould bring down an 
awkward lad from the univerfity, to be hu- 
manized in our fociety, that rhy eyes were to 
encounter a form, where every grace of mindj 
and perfon, every manly charm, every capti- 
vating talent, unite to conquer. Mr. Arun- 
del is the fon of a younger brother of Sir 
Francis Arundel, whom all the world knows j 
his father is in the church, and as his^ uncle 
has an heir, this young man has very little elfe 
to look to but his expectations of being pro- 
vided 
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vided for by my father. He has the charac- 
ter of being an incomparable fcholar, and my 
mother, who has had much more of his com- 
pany than' I have, is quite charmed with him. 
I cannot fay that he takes the way of making 
his court to my father j for he is very high- 
minded, and won't flatter. The firft night of 
his coming we had mufic ; with Ibme perfua- 
fion he accompanied me in a concerto : to my 
aftonifhment I heard a perfeft maftcr on the 
violin; and it was a compofition he could 
never have feen before. His performance 
charmed me fo, that though I was forbidden 
to fing, I was determined he fhould accom*- 
pany me in one of my beft longs : He did it 
with fuch delicacy of tafte, and fupported »^^ 
widi fo fine a fymnW- ^«t mi tones pcr^ 
feaiy infpirca me, and I was never fo much 
t.. H^^njz With my own voice before. O 
Nature, had yoxi not done enough, but Art 
mud add this accomplilhment to make him 
irreliftible ? 

When miy father went back to town, he 
^ft Mr. Arundel with us. It was from thence 
your haplefe friend muft date her forrows. He 
was our fole companion! all around us was 

G 3 retire- 
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x:etirement, filence^ .tranquillity^ and a feafott 
which confpired with love to affail niy too fuf- 
cepfible heart. What qualities, what fentiments, 
what talents did I then dilcover, as his charac- 
ter unfolded itfelf to my obfervation ! He con- 
verfed, he read — Oh Jane, there is the very 
foul of harmony in his voice. He walked 
with us, he amufed us with a thoufand various 
relburces, he inftru<Sted us by a thoulknd va- 
rious ways, but with iuch modefly of nature, 
with fp pure a, mind, widi an undcrftanding 
fo enlightened, yet fo void of pedantry, with 
manners fo i^fined, and with ^ countenance--* 
Oh heavens! I JbdU mvtr look ufoi bis'lik$ 
again. ' - : 

— -AsJbiMTieyfceing, as I do, the iniipafiablt 

gulph tHinsBetWc^.._,.,^raaed by nature^ 
repelled by fate, 1 ftood gazing liite a felf^de- 
voted vi6tim on the very brink of ruin> mc;i« 
furing with my eye the infurmountable barrier 
that parted us for ever. Sometimes I was 
delpcrately impelled to the attempt j ^ to periih 
in the gulph, methought, would be a fpeedier 
confummation of my mifcry, than languilhing 
on the bank till fufpenfe and diiappointment 
^nded me« Sometimes I invoked a nobler re- 

folution 
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Iblution to my aid; I tciok counfel of my 
pride -, I brought into review the nobility of 
my birth, my rank, my fortune, all the fplen- 
dors of life, that awaited, and even folicited 
my acceptance. Shall I lower my ambition < 
to take thought of a dependant ? fhall I de- 
feend to fuch obfcuritv ? Grant for a mo- 

• 

ment I were abje6^ enough to ftoop from fucH 
a height, how fhould I fupport the terrors of 
8 father's wrath? how ffiall I Face him, whofe 
mildeft look never yet relaxed from its au-*- 
thoritf, whofe very fmile awes me into_ fub^ 
mifllon ? I dare not do it j be the confequeri- 
ces what they may, \ can die> but I . dare not 
difobey. 

Fortified with thefe refleftions, aijd made 
refolute even by my fears, 1 turned afide, and 
fought relief in folitary rrteditation ; I confined 
myfelf to my chamber ; I refigned him totaWy 
to my mother^, who feemed no whit lefs ena- 
moured than myfelf, though doubtlefs not 
with my degree of danger, not with my tu-f 
mult of heart; forbid it Heaven! not with 
my agony of paflion. — And yet-^what am T 
feying ?— No, ihe is all ferenity and calmnefs 
*--^I am all ftorra and tempeftif the govern^ 

G 4 ment 
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mcnt of her foul has ever been a model of 
perfeftion, orderly, correft, chaftiled and pure, 
without a fpot or bleniifh"t biit mine, alas, my 
fdul— To you, my Jane, and to you only, let 
me pour forth my feelings. — What fhall I fay 
it Is ? a whirlwind is too tame a word.— Ah 
me! my poor head turns j the tears gufli 
forth ; my thoughts are lo& $ I muft break oS, 
and paufe for recoUeftion. 

I'll not look back to what I have written. 
I am very ill, my dear Janc^ read me with 
pity, not with fcorn; take me as I aifi, a 
creature fcarce myfelf. They tell me I mull go 
into the fouth of France for the recovery of 
my health : filly people ! what has fouth, or 
north, or any point of the compafs to dd 
with my health ? Can the air of Montpelier 
breathe peace into my heart ? Is forgetful- 
nefs the growth of France ? Can the Alps 
fmother afFeftion ? can they fcreen m.e from 
the vifion of Arundel? Yet I will go irito 
the fouth of France; to the fartheft l^tfid 
upon the globe I will gladly go, rather than 
meiet him again. 

. I never fee him now, though we are under 
the fame roof i for he is wounded, and I am 

wounded^ 
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wounded^ and neither of us can rife from our 
couches. Oh ! execrable monfter. Sir George 
Revel ! The murderer, to ftrike his fword 
into the breaft of a defencelefs man ! AfTaifin^ 
coward ! where was his heart, when he medi- 
tated the blow ? where were his eyes, when 
he direftcd it ? Could not the radiancy of an 
angel dazzle him ? Could not the exprcfe 
image of virtue overawe his impious rage ? 
The guardian fpirit of innocence turned afide 
the point of his weapon j it glanced upon the 
fide of Arundel, and blood— ^/i^c^ as angeUJhed 
—followed the ftroke. 

I am ill again ; my brain whhrls, and I nut 
into mere rhapfbdy. I have done for the pre- 
fent. My dear Jane, adieu ! Love me, §>are 
me, pity me ! forget my folly, but remember 
my aftedtion. Believe, that whilft I am my* 
fcl^ I am yours, FarewclL 
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LETTER XXI. 

Lady Loutja G. to Lady Jam S. 

» 

COON after I had clofed my laft letter, I 
- was feized with a profufe bleeding at the 
nofc ; it frightened thcfe good people, but it 
relieved me : my head is better, and my 
thoughts more coUefted. 

There is a negotiation in advance between 
Mr. Arundel and that wretch 5 my father is the 
mediator, and the firft article of the treaty 
conditions, that I Ihall confent to receive pro- 
pofels from Sir George j for you muft know 
thfmonfter is lovingy. and will do juftice, if he 
is well bribed for it. Is it not an honeft arti- 
fice to train him on in hope, till. he has made 
atonement for his murderous aflault? Can 
any thing be a criminal deceit, which faves 
the life of Arundel ? for the monfter is a duel* 
lift at all points, and loves fighting fo well, 
that he won't wait till his antagonift is armed, 
and is particularly refolute with hii naked 
iword againft a staked man. ; Till this mat- 
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ter is made up, I won't ftir ; when that is 
over— 

Ufide me, ye caverns ! ejover me, ye Alps ! 

Montpelier as well as any other place ; any 
other place as well as Montpelier. 

A meffage from Arundel by my mother.— 
He is (hocked to hear I have had fo violent a 
bleeding. — Yes, Arundel ! Tve paid you blood 
for blood. — Your wound is healing, mine 
rankles at my heart. Poor fellow ! he knows 
it not, he little dreams how mere a murderer 
he is. — He recommends a flyptic, with which 
it feems the lurgeon ftopt his bleeding. — I 
begged my mother to thank him for his con- 
cern about mei and aflure him I had a more 
effeftual ftyptic in refource. It was ah incon- 
fiderate anfwer, for my mother took the 
meaning inftantly, and burfl: into tears. Hea- 
ven prcferve thee, my child, cried fhe ; may 
I never live to fee thy death t — and then, 
thinking to raife my Ipirits, fhe began to talk 
of Sir George Revel ^ fhe flattered herfelf air 
things were now in a fair train to be accom- 
modated; Mr. Arundel was penetrated with' 
my fituation, and would ftraia every point 

G 6 with 
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with his unde Sir Francis to acquiefce in the 
apology : he had even promifed, if the worft 
enfued^ that he would never take a life, in 
which my happinefs was interefted ; he would 
fooner facrifice his own. — Miftaken, generous 
man ! was this a ftyptic ? — Yes, it made my 
blood run back upon my heart/— At that 
inoment a fudden impulfe feized me ; I for-r 
got my refolution, and would have given 
worlds to fee him. I thought my modier 
fcemed to underftand my wifh, or perhaps it 
was her own, for (he divides the day between 
lis. I enquired if he was recovering j if he 
could rife from his couch without trouble ; if 
he could walk from one room to another : I 
was then in my drefling-chamber, for I can- 
/lot endure the confinement of my bed. I was 
fitting in my great chair oppofite to a large 
gla& that is placed between the window ; I 
caught a glance of my pallid, faded &ce; my 
ipirits funk at the fight ; I could not b^r that 
he ihould fee me fuch a Ipedacle : J jup- 
prefied the wifh, and faid no more. 

My &ther is almoft frantic with vexation at 

my illnels ; he is indefatigable with Sir Geoige i 

he has reported the affair to the King, and 
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received his Majefly's command to forbid 
their proceeding to $iny further extremities on 
pain of his difplealure. I hope this will filence; 
the old General Sir Francis, and qualify his 
fiery fpirit ; he is a moft profound courtier, 
and upon the beft terms with my father : he 
comes frequently to his nephew, bur I believe 
his vifits do not promote his recovery s at leaft 
my mother is of that opinion. 

Alas ! my poor mother 5 fhe is far from 
well : my father bears too hard againil her on 
account of this unhappy rupture with Sir 
George : I know he has given her very angry 
words, though fhe is too confiderate of me to. 
confefs it. Poor Arundel is no lefs out of favor 
with him on the fame fcore ; but as it is his 
intereft to footh him at this moment, he afieds 
to ihew him much attention. 

Farewell, my dear Jane; my fpirits are 
lighter than they were ; a gleam of comfort 
Gomes over me, and I fi^l a tranquillity Which 
I have hitherto been a flranger to. Sleep 
fteals upon me : welcome^ fweet oblivion I 
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L E T.T E R XXII. 

Lady Louifa G* t0 Lady Jane S. 

AFTER two hours fleep in my chair, I ' 
awoke with ftrength and fpirits fenfibly 
refreftied. Surely my guardian angel, which 
had perfonated Arundel in my dream, had de- 
fcended upon my, heart wkb healing on his 
wings ': fo ftrongly were the form and features 
of that beloved youth imprinted on my mind's 
eye, that when I awaked I looked about the 
room, and hardly could perfuade myfelf it 
was.illufion : his voice was yet left in my ear; 
I liftened, all was filence ; I Ipoke to him s I 
folicited a reply : it was paft ; reality of hap- 
pinefs is not for me. Oh charming vifion, 
how Ihall I recall thee ? 
' My mother crept fofdy into my room, and 
was overjoyed to find the alteration in my 
countenance fo much for the better : flie fays 
my looks, before I had the bleeding, were fo 
wild and delirious, that they terrified her be- 
yond mcafure. She don't lil^e to talk of 

Arundel 
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Arundel to ijie, for Ihe believes I sun at bit-* 
ter enmity with him on Sir'tjfeorge's account} 
yet fhe brought me good news of his reco*% 
very, which flie faid was fo far advanced^ 
that he could walk about his chamber with 
tolerable eafe j that there was to be a meeting 
of the parties concerned for receiving Sir 
George Revel's apology; fhe hoped foon to 
congratulate me upon all differences being 
accommodated ; but this fhe believed would 
depend altogether upon Mr. Arundel's know-* 
ing what my wiflies were in the cafe, and 
therefore if I had no objeftion to a fliort inter- 
view with him, fhe knew he would be vciy 
glad to fay a few words to me before the 
parties met j and in truth, if I found my 
flrength and fpirits equal to the tafk, fhe 
thought it might be a mutual benefit to both 
parties, and prevent any further efFufion of 
blood. 

Oh my dear Jane, what a trepidation feized 
my heart at this moment ! The vifion of 
Arundel was about to be realized. I took 
fome time to recover myfelfi and the betted 
to divert my mother's attention from the 
agitation I was in> pretended to adjuft.fome 

little 
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litde articles of my drcfs, (my face was not 
aow fo pale and languid as it was when I 
looked lad in the glafs) and having fettled a 
few other preliminaries, which female vanity 
cannot difpmle with, I defired her Ladyfhip to 
fignify to Mr. Arundel that I cxpefted the 6.^ 
vor of his vifit. 

She acccmipanied him to my door but no 
►further : the moment was too much for me ^ 
I was alone with Arundel ; the beloved image 
I had feen in my dream, whofc words yet mur- 
mured in my ears, whofe tender carefies dill 
imprefled a melting foftnefs on my foul, was 
now in perfbn before me, and the fliadow was 
converted into fubftance. I funk back in my 
chair 5 he fprung to my afliftance, and, gently 
taking my hand in his, demanded if he, fliould 
call Lady G. to me : to this I replied— By na 
means ; pray, fit down, Mn Arundel> and do 
Aot be alarmed for me : I have been a good 
deal weakened by the lois of blood ; we arie 
fellow-fufierers in that particular ^ but I am in 
all other refpefb much better than I have been ^ 
I think myfclf greatly recovered within thcfc 
lew hours. 

I aip Qve^oyed to bear it; but if the honor 

you 
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you have now indulged me in is .to coft you 
any fulFerings by the exertion it occafions, I 
&\M never forgive myfelf for having made the 
requeft, 

I fliali proceed to give you the fubftance of 
our dialogue^ and leave it with you to aflign 
the parts to their refpedtive performers. 
- Mr. Arundelj I requeft you will coniider 
your own fituation> and place yourielf as much, 
at your eafe, as if I was not prefent. It is very 
fleering that you fhould wifh to come to me, 
as I am Hire your motives cannot but be kind 
and friendly. If one of us .is to fuffer by the 
exertion this occafions, I am mych afraid the 
misfortune will be your's, for I fufpcft your 
good* will to me may have brought you put 
of your chamber too foon for your fafety. 

When I am in your fervice. Madam, it is 
not poflible for me to think of danger ; — What 
I wilh to have nyw the honor of faying to 
you will I hope be underftood as didfcated 
by the fincereft refpeft ; if I feem guilty of 
any prefumption in requefting this interview, 
I befeech you to believe it can only fpring 
from the intereft. I prefume to take in your 
happinefs. t need not tell your Ladyfhip that 

the 
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the inconvenience I futfer at prefcnt is the cf^ 
fed of an accident, which took place in con- 
fequence of a certain mifunderftanding that 
originated at Spring Grove. Accidents of this 
fcrt are fo eafily fettled, that there would not 
be the leaft' occafion for the meeting whiclv 
Lord G. has appointed here this day, neither 
IhouW I coirfent to be prcfeiit at it, if I were 
not given to tmderftand that your Ladyfliip 
has fomething more than general wiflics for an 
amicable termmation of all difFerencesi ^ 

I have indeed, Mr. Arundel, very earneft>- 
very anxious wiflies, ' . 

You will ftop me if I proceed" too far, but I* 
wifli to make myfelf correftly underftood> 
without trefpafling on your delicacy : I muft 
beg to be more particular— I have be6n told 
you are interefted in the confequences that 
may enfue— 

Heaven only knows how^much. 

Indeed ! that's ftrong— but I refpeft your. 
iSnc^rity.' I am then to conclude. Lady Loui- 
fej from what you have been pleafed to tell 
me, that were I to purfue my refcntment againft 
Sir Qeorge Revel to the extremity^ which 
would naturally refult from fuch tranfaAion^ 
as have pafled between him and me, I fhould 

put 
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ptTt a tife to hazard, that is dear and valuable 
to you. 

Mr, Arundel, I will not forfeit the fincerity 
you are pleafed to commend in tneH confefs 
you would put a life to hazard, was you to 
meet Sir George Revel in the field, that ia 
dear to me — 

It is enoiflgh, Madam ! I am fatisfied. 

Dear to me beyond cxpreflion, valuable 
above all earthly confiderations. 
' I ami fully fatisfied : all my refentments, 
Jiowever juft and natural, arc for ever buried 
in my bofom^ there they Hiall fubfide, nor 
ever endanger the happy objeft, you havd ho- 
nored with your love. Oh ! that he may prove 
worthy of his h^ppinefs ! — I now for the fijft 
time v^ fincerely rejoice that I was not armed 
when he attacked me, that I had no fword in 

niy tRtt ia cm Av ^ tiAiv -rfmfr^^>fttk^upbn bim^ which 

he aimed at me. ' f 

- Had -you* but feen his countcftance whilft he 
ipoke thefe words! — Where was his inteUU 
gence, that he failed of applying to himfelf 
thofe equivocal arifwers I gave ? Where was 
my rcfolutiotti that I did not boldly turn upon 
him thofe awakenmg word^'^-tb^u art are 
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man ? Generous Arundelj dull only to thine 
own merits, blind only to a partiality in thine 
own favor, which in no other cafe could have 
efcaped thy notice ! 

He made a paufe and caft his eyes upon me 
with fo penetrating a look, that I apprehended 
he had made a very interefting difcovery, and 
was fo thoroughly abafhed that I could not 
utter a word in reply to the very generous 
Ipeech he had made me : he certainly perceiv- 
ed my embaraflinent, though I had foon rea* 
fon to know he had not interpreted it truly^ 
for he proceeded as follows :— 

What honor I may leave behind me in this 
afiair I cannot pretend to iay, but I fhall have 
to reflect it is for your fake I am facrificed, 
and that refieftion will heal every wound* I can 
break off from the world without regret j the 
fliort acquaintance T hav^ maHi» mt\% im wUi 
(lot coft me many fighs to renoxince ; and there 
aire opportunities enou^ foi* my choice, where 
I may have a chance at leafl of recovering my 
loft honor* 

. Good Heavens! Mr. Arundel^ what can 
you mean ? what de^ration is in your niind ? 
Tou alarm me. 

Heaven 
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Heaven &rbid I fhould alarm you ! Be af- 
fared. Lady Louifa, that whilft you are the 
proteftrcfe of Sir George Revel, he is in the 
fanfhiary of an altar, that I cannot violate. 
Let him devote to gratitude the life you give 
him ; kt him dedicate it to thofe pure and de* 
licate attentions, which may conftitute your 
happinefs : if in any future time it ihould come 
to pais that to the injuries he has done to me 
he bafelyadds an iqury to his benefaftreis, in 
that moment my iword (hall find him out, and 
the vengeance, now fmothered, burft with 
double juftice on his head. 

Oh Jane ! I am undone in his opinion 1 I 
fufiered him to continue in his ignoraneea txsf 
I had not power to undeceive hiip, though I 
had been ever fo^ wiUing, for I was now in no 
condition to reply : the tears ftarted fi'om my 
eyes; I trembled with agitation, I hid my face 
with my handkerchief, and threw myfelf back 
in my chair. 

He role from his feat uncertain what to do ; 
he came clofe to my chair as if to tender his 
afliftancei on a fudden he ftopt Ihort and 
turning £rom me faid, that he was afraid he 
had escprefled himfelf very inconfiderately, for 

which he bagged my pardon* 

laflured 
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I aflured him it was not fo ; on the contrary 
I had heard nothing from him but what did 
honor to his fentiments; perhaps, added I, 
^ you have miftaken me in fome particulars, but 
time will clear up .all things ; to that I muft 
refer you, and by that I truft I ihall be juftified 
in your opinrofi. 

I hope, he replied^ your Ladyihip does not 
iuipeft me capable of fo much prefumption as 
to fi>rm opinions for or againfl: any refolutions 
you may think fit to adopt -, I ihould be of 
all men mod impertinent were I to intereft 
myfelf in any predile6tions of Lady Louifa*s, 
further than to follow her choice with my good 
"Wifhes, wherever it may lead mcj but though 
i cannot prevent thole wilhcs from fprin^ng 
in my mind, I can and will prevent their cf- 
caping from my lips, and I folemnly aiTure 
you that not a fy liable of what has now pailed 
ihall ever, tranlpire from me, I am now go- 
ing to receive Sir Geojge Revel's apology, 
totally indifferent as to what it may be, deter- 
mined only to extricate your mind from its 
an^ety on his account. 

And can you not fuppoie that 1 am an ene** 

my to duels upon general as weU as particular 

motives ? is there any tbiog in oftture fo bar- 

g barous 
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barous and lavage, {o oppofite to every prin- 
ciple of juftice, humanity and religion ? Should 
I not be in fome degree an acceflary to the far 
tal confequences that may be expeded to en- 
fue, if I failed to employ that influence for 
your prefervation, which I owe to your volun- 
tary bounty? .When you kindly inveft .nic 
with a power over your refentments,'by which 
I can preveat the ^ffufion of human bloody 
would it not be criminal in the extreme if I 
neglefted to exert it? Afluredly it would; 
and therefore! Mr, Arundel, I. repeat to you 
my moft earneft entreaties to accept of- the 
^onement, which Sir George Revel is preparr- 
ed. to offer, by doing which you will relieve 
me from unfpeakable agonies,, and reftorc noe 
to my health and fpirits. 

is there anything, exclaimed he, I would 
not do or fufFer in fuch a caufe ? From thi^ 
moment Sir George Revel and I have no 
quarrel ; and that we never may in time to 
come, it fhall be my concern to provide againft 
all chances of our ever meeting again : fo I 
do but hear that you are happy, I cannot be 
an enemy to the man, who makes you fo. 

So faying he difappeared, and left me to re- 

fleft 
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fieft upon die pious fraud I had been prafti- 
fing I my thoughts fludtuated alternately, from 
pain to pleaiure without obferving any regular 
and determinate courfe ; 1 accufed myfelf for 
fufFering him to depart under an imprcffion, 
that mtift degrade me in his opinion ; but of 
this I foon acquitted myfelf by reflefting that 
but for this impofition, there would have been 
no poffibility of preventing the duel, and I 
took credit for having now done as great a 
violence to my feelings for his fafcty, as he 
had done to his honor for my-repole* ' 

The day I hope is not far off when Anindd 
fhall know whofe^ was the life fo dear and va- 
luable to me, and for whofc lake I fufFered 
idl thcfc terrors. Farewell. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XXIIL 

Countejs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer, 

'V^OUR letter, my dear friend, alarmed 
me. Is my heart better known to you 
than to myfelf ? Am I in this danger and not 
confcious of it ? am I in love with Arundel? 

It is time indeed to recoUeft myfelf. Where 
am I ? On a precipice — and yet methinks, if 
this were fo, your friendly voice would call me 
hack, not urge me forward, as you now feem 
to do. Had I indeed defcended into (he vale 
of years, where life's paffage becomes fmooth 
and even, and where no rocks nor precipices 
obftrudt the traveller, ftill fome prudence would 
be ncceffary to avoid the traps and pits that 
folly digs even in that level path : but if I 
have only turned the fummit of the hill and 
arrt'iiot yet landed at the bottom of it, {hould 
not I, who afcended with credit, be caudous 
to dcfcend without difgrace ? 

Surely then you treat me either with too 
much confidence or with too little care. 

Vol, I. H Your 
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Your letter is a dangerous letter for ^ wife 
to read, whole mind b adtuated by refentment 
on one hand and by love on the other. You 
have not only ftudied the French writers fo 
clofeiy, but lived fo long in their country, that 
methinks you are become a kind of advocate 
for their matrimonial fyftcm, and plead for the 
propenfities of woman's frail nature with as 
much ingenious fophiftry and as little folid ar- 
gument as the beft of them. 

Will you believe me when I tell you I did 
not fee Arundel for fix hours after I had read 
your letter? I pafled that day in reviewing 
and examining the ftate of my heart, and I 
began to flatter myfelf into a perfuafion tfiat 
you had decreed wrongfiiUy againft it. I found 
a thoufand natural cx-cufes for the weaknefs I 
had given way to, when I had my firft inter- 
view ^^rith Arundel after his wound ; I was 
then exhaufted and afflidted by the r^r<5licb€s 
of Lord G. 5 Louifa's illnefi kept my ipirift in 
continual alarm; and the fpcdtacle which 
Arundel prefented to my fight was peculiarly 
^fFefting. • In this manner I accminted with 
myfelf for the little command 1 1 had over my 
feelings a| a certain crifis, which I was firmly 
perfuaded would not happen any more. 

Elated 
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Elated with the ifluc of this felf^examinaticrt, 
I took up your letter wich an air of fatisfac- 
tion, and gave it a more atttotive perulal than 
before, when I had read it with timidity arid a 
certaia^onfcious reproach. 

It foothed my agitated Ipirits,' it lulled them 
into fecurity; And what is this fear- created 
phantom, faid I within myfelf, which I have 
raifed up to alarm me ? why Ihbuld I not m- 
dulge this pleafing partiality^ for a deferving 
objeft ? arid though I may no longer call it a 
maternal (^eEtion^ yet I have the authority of 
£L judicious friend and the teftimony of ^a clear 
confcience for pronouncing it to be an inno- 
cent one. - ' * 

Here I rhuft break off, as Arundel has de- 
fired to fee my daughter, if her health permits, 
befo're the parties meet for fettling this affair 
with Sir George Revel. Louife has had a 
long deep and waked/tnuch refrefhed by it; 
fhe tonfents to fee htm i I will- continue my 
letter when their interview is over. 



Arundel is now in conference with Louifa.- 
To what ptirppfe Ihall I any longer keep up 
a rcferve and diflemble with my own heart? 

H 2 wh^ 
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why fliould I difguife from you the pleafure I 
received in the few moments I have now paffed 
with Atvndel ^fter |he long interniiffionj which 
my fcruples^ had impofed iiipon me ? The very 
fight of him put all remonftrances to fli|^t and 
filenccd my -inquietude. Nothing fo-gende can 
be dangerous -, there was a temperate dignity 
in his looks^ that would have affurf^d the moft 
fufpicious, encouraged the moft timorous. He 
is the very foul of honors and if it is your 
pleafure to call my virtuous attachment by the 
name of Love, love let it be !~fo long as vir- 
tue is annexed to it and you approve, what fhall 
I fear ? I wait his return with impatience. 

In the mean rime let me reveal to you the 
very inmoft movenients of my heart. — ^You 
chided me for afFe6ting to (helter myfelf un- 
der the privileges of age, and at the fame time 
reminded me of a certain date ; which I con- 
fefs does not remove me far beyond the ^ con- 
fines of youdi. I own to yov I am Battered 
by your reproof, and not very much out of 
humour widi my looking- glafs for depofing to 
the truth of your calculation : negleftcd by my 
hufband land caft ofi^ from his attentions, I had 
ceafed to confult it with any fatisfadion ; but 

now. 
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now, fince I have perceived new paflions 
ipringing in my heart, and have your privi- 
lege for indulging them, I furvey -myfclf with 
confcious pleafure, and am glad to difcover, 
that, though mother to a full- grown daughter, 
I have not quite made over my whole flock 
of attraftions, but kept a refidue to animate 
the cold refpefts of friendlhip, and infpire the 
fenfitive bofom of youth with thofe f:>ft and 
interefting. cm.otions, which quicken ~ all the 
fprings of affeftion without difturbing the re- 
pofe of virtue. 

Like a reclaimed fpendthrift, I am now ma- 
naging the' remains of a dimihiflied property 
with more ccconcmy and care than ever I be- 
ftowed upon the entire ftock ; and I can per- 
ceive that beauty, amongft many properties 
which have led us to compare it' to a flower, 
bath this in common with all the deciduous ' 
tribe, that though irs principal difplay of vege- 
tation is in the I'pring, yet its energy is ftill re- 
ferved for what is called its midjummer-jhoot, 

Alas for me ! you can witnefs What a joylefs 
Ipring mine was ; how little dici he, to whom 
my bloom was dedicated, prize what he pof- 
feiled ! and now from being carelefs, he is 

H 3 become 
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becofioe morofe : but let me not complain ; 
and yon, my fiiend, you muft not be too exadt 
in ihewing me all my injuries: the honor of 
a wife, when dependii^ on no other ftay but 
that of duty, is like a veflel riding at her fingle 
anchor, which in a fmooth fea may hold, but, 
if a ftorm allails her, is but a precarious fafe- 
guard from its fury. 

Arundel is now advancing hA in his reco- 
very, and my Lord, whole great ambition is to 
call an unprincipled afiaflin fbn-in-law, la- 
bours hard for peace : the vaft poffeffions of 
Sir George Revel, not forgetting the weight 
of his parliamientary intereft, are merits ilif- 
ficient, in his Lordihip's balance, to make his 
fcale preponderate ; and my poor girl, whofe 
reafon ieems no lefs debilitated than Her con- 
flitution by a round of pleafurable diflipation, 
is as eager as her father to fnatch the glitter- 
ing bait, infenfible to the fatal, the envenomed 
hook, which is lurking under it. In the mean 
time I, who am a mere' negative being, with- 
out influence and, without eflTort, am fallen 
under my Lord*s mod unjuft fulpicion as be- 
ing a needier in his meafures, and induftrious 
tp. prejudice my daughter's mind againft the 

projefted 
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projected alliance with Sir Geoi^e : truth is 
my witnefs, that finoe the fatai affair at Spring- 
grove, I have never once ventured upon the 
lubje<5t.with I.ouifa, nor is it likely that I ever 
fliall. Though' I have more than once maide 
thefe alRrtions to my Lord, I /ufpeft they 
have gained no great belief 5 for I am ftraitly 
watched, and enquiries never fail to be made 
how often I have been with my daughter, how 
long I ft-aid widi her, and what paffed between 
us i fo that I att^n i upon her no more- than my 
duty naturally requires of me, and on thofe 
occafions am extremely guarded how. I betray 
the leaft diflike of her connexion with Sir 
George. 

Thus diicarded as I am from any intereft or 
authority in the concerns of my own family, 
under the difpleafure of my hufband, and up- 
on referve with my daughter, my fole re- 
fource is in the fociety of Arundel. With 
him I fit, by his tender attentions I am re- 
conciled to my fituation, and for the time for- 
get how truly infignificant I am become to all 
the world but him : he fees how totally I de- 
pend upon him; and I cannot doubt but 
my eyes, which dwell with fuch delight upon 

H 4 his 
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bis countenance^ have told him to convidion 
how devotedly my heart adores him. Fami- 
liarized to each other, he no longer treats me 
with that form and diftance which rank exafts 
from our inferiors on a firft acquaintance : ftill 
he is the only man I ever met, who knows how 
to be familiar with elegance, tender with re- 
Ipeft, and perfeftly at eafe without one trace 
of unpolitenefs. Good manners feem in him 
conftitutionally inherent, for they -are never 
out of fight a fingle inftant : and through aU 
the little fervices, which my afliduity to aflift 
him in his painful fituation is for ever offer- 
ing him, not a touch, a look, a word beyond 
the limits of a modeft though affectionate re- 
ipedt have I once experienced from him. This 
gives me a fecurity in his difcretion s and now 
that I have gained a confidence in myfelf from 
the encouraging explanation in your letter, I 
have a privilege for indulging all thofe tender 
propenfities, which impel my heart towards 
the moft amiable of mankind, and make the 
moments that I pafs with Arundel fo inno- 
cently charming. With joy I have difcover- 
cd his approaches advance ftep for ftep with 
mine; he now takes my hand in his, looks 

fondly 
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fcndly in my eyes, as they are either fiiffufed 
with tears of pity for the pain he fufFers, or 
brightened by the fmile of gratitude and love, 
whilft he comforts nie in my misfortunes, and 
in the accents of an angel counfels me with 
the wifdom of one. In thefe happy moments 
I have fecn the rifing colour overfpread his 
cheeks, his breath fluttering, and his eyes fixed 
ardently upon mine : believe me, my beloved 
friend, there is no terror in thofe looks i his 
bofom is the repofitory of honor, his heart is 
tender, but it is pure withal ; there is a dig- 
nity in his nature, an inherent power within 
him that keeps thofe paflions, fo rebellious in 
fomc breafts, under pcrfeft controul in his: 
'tis then I truly venerate his charafterj 'tis 
then I pay the tribute due to his exalted merit j 
'tis then I let him fee without referve how 
much I love and honor him. Farewell. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

Countejs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer, 

T H AD fcarce fealed my laft letter when 
Louifa fent to fay ihe was alone, and wifhed 
to fee me. Mr. Arundel had juft left her j it 
was pliin Ihe had been in tears, and her fpirits 
feeifned cxtrcnaely fluttered i Ihe told me that 
the converfetion had been very ioterefting : 
he had promifcd her to accept of Sir George 
Revel's apology, fo that ta-morrow it is to be 
hoped will fettle this untoward afiair. By the 
joy which fhe exprefled on this account, and 
the . gratitude flie fcemed to bear to Anmdel 
for complying with her requeft, I am afraid 
it is too clear that ihe is decidedly attached to 
Sir George \ but as I am determined not to 
meddle in an affair, which my Lord takes fa 
exclufively upon himfelf, I was careful to avoid 
the fubjeft, and fhe did not incline to open 
herfclf to me of her own accord. I was fbrry 
to hear her fay that this amiable young maa 
% is 
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is fo much hurt by the proceeding, and has 
piit fuch a force upon his feelings by acquief- 
cing in the propofed apology, that he will 
quit our family and ftrike into another line 
of life, though it is what I expefted frond his 
Ipirit. I muft do Louifa the juflice to confefs, 
that fhe appeared no lefs penetrated than my* 
felf by this intelligence, and Ihe was earneft 
with me to try all my influence for diffuading 
him from the meafure : flic thinks he hinted 
at the army, and as he is now upon terrns with 
his uncle, the General, this is not unlikely j if 
my Lord does not withftand this by all means 
in his power, or at leaft if he lets him go 
without fome eflFeftual mark of his favor, I 
fiiall think it moft ungenerous behavior. 

From her chamber I pafled to Arundel's i 
there I found him alone in a very melancholy 
ftatc of mind; it was evident fomething had 
pa(ied of an unpleafant fort, of which I madd 
no enquiries ; but fat down clofe to the couch^ 
on which he had repofed himfclf : he fcemed 
cxhaufted and in pain ; I took his hand ii? 
mine, and was beginning to count his pulfc,' 
when he withdrew it gently from me; and, witH 
ft look of inexprcffible foftnefs, faid — Why'dre 
you thus anxious about an infignificant being, 

H 6 '^ whom 
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whom to-morrow you will be albamcd to ac- 
knowledge ? Lady Louifa is incurably at- 
tached to Sir Geoi^e Revel, and I am too 
confiderate of her repofe, alarming as her fi- 
tuation feems to be, not to facrifice my re- 
fentment at her defire. When I refleft that 
your feeling heart will be relieved by the 
fame event, that gives eafe to hers, how can 
I repent of my promife ? but indeed this tafk 
has been a hard one, and unlefs I had felt for 
your refponfibility in this affair, all that man 
can feel for womafi, I could never have brought 
my fpirit to fubmit to it. 

He turned his eyes upon me with a moft 
touching expreflionj there was a wearinels 
and languor in his look that melted me to 
pity ; I could not anfwcr him. He put his 
hand to his fide, as if his wound fcemed to- 
pain him ; I thought his pofture was uneafy, 
and I dcfired he would fuffer me to affift him 
in arranging it ; for this purpofe I pafie^d my 
arm under his neck to raife his head frorh-tbe 
<couph> and whiMl 1 was fupporting it in this 
manner, he turned his face towards me, a^d 
my cheek dropt inftindively upon his. What 
a tremor then ran to my heart ! I>e muft have 

felt 



ARUNDEL. 157 

' ■ . 

felt its tumult ; his own mean time apparently 
enjoyed no greater quiet, for his breath flut- 
tered, and his whole frame was agitated. He 
took his hand from his fide, and pafling it 
round my waift, flxained me to him with a 
gentle preflure. 

Whilft he held me thus in his embrace, I 
faid to him in a whifper — Oh, Arundel, let 
this virtuous endearment be the facred feal 
of our friendfhip ! the love I bear you is as 
pure as your own unblemiftied honor; re- 
proach me not for my indifcretion, if I now 
give way to the tendemels that overflows my 
heart, but regard me as a grateful creature, 
who owes every thing to your kindnefs, and 
who would be miferable in the extreme, if 
your pity did not chear her. 

Oh ! what jnuft be the man cried he, who 
is infenfible to this excellence, to thefe 
charms ? 

As he uttered thefe concluding words he 
dropt his head upon my Ihoulder, and pref- 
fing me more clofely to him eagerly exclaim-. 
ed — Save me, my deareft lady, fave yourfelf! 
then extricating himfelf from the fituation we 
were in, he took both my hands in his, and 

raifing 
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raifing them devoudjr to his lips— Go, cried 
he, moft amiable of women, for the love of 
Heaven be gone, before I forfeit your efteem 
for ever. 

Now what do you think of your profelytc ? 
Had Arundel been as well tutored in your pre- 
cepts as I aril, what would now have been my 
fituation ? O treacherous precepts, to what 
perils |iave you expofed me 1 Farewell. 



LETTER XXV. 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

^TP HIS filly duel is blown over, and there 
remain no diiputts to iettle but what 
fubfift between you and me : I iuppofe we 
ftiall hardly adjuft them at the fwbrd*s point 5 
and yet I believe that is the only weapon at 
which I am any match for you. 

'Twas a ridiculous convention ours; my* 
lx)rd fpoke morefuo with great dignity, but I 
really cannot remember what he faid, and for 

the 
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the beft reafon in the world ; but I know a 
little duft thrown in the eyes of us poor mor- 
tals from the hand of Majefty, can do ftrange 
things, aye and fettle mighty feuds — 

Hi motus animorum atque hac certamina tanta 
Puheris exigui jaSlu comprejfa quiefcunt* . 

Our good King, God blefs him ! is a good man^ 
and very confiderate, as his Lbrdfliip gravely 
told us, of his fubjedts lives and limbs i but I 
cannot help thinking, in all due deference, 
that he will cruelly mifpend his pains, if he 
fufFers himfelf dius to be drawn out as middle 
man in every hot-headed btawl that is ftarted 
in his kingdom. 

A notable wife jufticc of peace, whom I 
knew in our county, ufed to compofe fquabbles 
between his neighbours by telling the parties at 
a word, that if they could not fetde their dif- 
ferences on the Ipot, to betake themfelves to 
the ring in his court-yard, and fight it fairly 
out J but if they were willing to agree, let them 
go down to his cellar^ and fhake hands over a 
tankard. 

Somethit^ of this fort might pafs at our 
cabinet hr what I know ^ a boand of French 

marechals 
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marechals would probably have decided for 
the duel, but it was thrown over without a 
diflenting voice in our council. I dare fay 
Sir George uttered a very well-penned apo- 
logy, and I make no doubt the author of it 
fat clofe at his elbow to prompt him : to do 
him juftice, he had got it well by heart, for he 
feemed to run it off pretty glibly ; but how it 
run, and what it was, I really cannot take upon 
myfelf to tell you, as I am afraid 1 was then 
rather unpolitely engaged with a wondrous 
paragraph in the morning newfpaper of an 
extraordinary genius for eating ftones — thank 
my ftars, thought T, here is oAe fellow found 
who has as ftrong a digeftion as I have ! — As 
foon as.the worthy Baronet had clofed his pero- 
ration, i afked the two officers, who were wit- 
neffes of the aflault, and now prefent on my 
part, if they had attended to the words which 
the gentleman had been repeating ? They had 
ftridly attended to them. — Were they fuch as 
they thought I might be fatisfied with, and yet 
retain their good opinion ? — They were luch 
as would very honorably ' acquit mc to thc: 
world. — Then, added I, there is no occafion to 
give the Gentleman any further trouble,— They 

a(ked 
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afked me, if I would infift upon the apology- 
being printed ? — I replied, that I had no am- 
bition of being the fubjeft, or even the author 
of fuch a publication, and therefore hoped it 
would not go to the prefs. And now my Lord 
made a kind of farewell fpeech to the court, in 
which his Majefty was again remembered with 
all due reverence, and fomething very prettily 
brought in about the calumet of peace, to our 
great edification ; the apologizing Baronet 
made his bow, I fhook my friendly officers by 
the hand ; and fo, my dear Charles, there is an 
end of the matter— 

Solvunter tabuU. 

I might well have proceeded one word, fur- 
ther in my quotation, which would natural- 
ly apply to fo ridiculous a confultation for 
healing a man's body with a few fyllables, but 
in truth my temper did not fuit for laugh* 
ter^ however well calculated the fcene nriight 
be to provoke it; — for you will obferve I 
have not mentioned Sir Francis Arundel as 
a party prefent 5 re^d the following apology. 



'' Dear 
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" Dear Nephew, 

** My heart is broke by the fatal event of 
" this morning : my beloved, my only fon 
** has Fallen a viftim to honor, and loft his 
*' life in a duel. I conjure you therefore, by 
*' aU that is facred to man, follow not his 
-•* iteps, but accept the atonement, which wili 
" be offered you this morning. Let me not 
•* be bereft of you both : you are now my 
" laft hope, my heir> alas ! and muft I add 
" my onJy fon i 

^ Fra. Arxtodel/'' 



Here is a melancholy cafe in pcxnt for your 
argument againft duellir^. I never (aw tny 
coufin but once in my life j he was a fine per* 
fonable young man, but had an air of uncom* 
mon ferocity and haughtinefs, and feemed 
very ambitious of being employed in my 
affair, but by no means in a pacific capacity* 
I whifpered one of the officers, and found he 
was informed of the event ; he faid the de- 
ceafed was clearly in the fault,, and that it 
was a very frivolous affair about a com- 
mon wonian. I find myfelf able to be car- 
ried 
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ried to my uncle's houfe, which is not far 
off, and fhall prepare myfelf to make my 
condolanges. 

As there is no doubt but this compromife of 
ours will foon bring about a marriage between 
Lady Louifa and Sir George, this houfe will 
no longer be an agreeable refidence for me ; 
nor can I think of keeping up any connection 
with the father-in-law of fuch an affajBin j for 
to fay the truth, my dear Charles — 

Haref later! Utbalis arundo. 



LETTER XXVL 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

T H A V E been carried to my uncle's houfe, 
and bore the motion of the chair much bet- 
ter than I expedcd. 

Poor man! this misfortune has broke him 
down : I never faw a greater fpeftaclq of 
mifery. 

Is 
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Is it an obfervation foxuidcd in truths that 
thefe high ipirits fink under their forrows 
more than men of ordinary paffions ? I ant 
apt to think moft extremes in nature are 
nearer to each other than we are aware of i -at 
leaft they fcem to hold a very good corre- 
spondence together, though they refidc at a 
diftance. 

Our meeting was very diftrefsful : he threw 
his arms round my neck and gave vent to the 
vehemence of his grief: ftrong gufts of tears 
and heavy fighs by turns broke from him, and 
at intervals his face feemed to fufFer a kind 
of convulfive twitching, that looked very 
alarming. 

He eagerly demanded if my affair was com- 
promifed, and when I aflured him it was, he 
cried out, — I thank God for it ! two viftims 
to that curftd praftice of duelling would be 
too, many for one morning, and for one fed 
heart to furvive. You fee me here, nephew, 
a miferabk man, at the end of life bereft of 
my only child, who has facrificed himfelf to a 
fafhion, to a freak, to the ftart of a moment j 
he is taken from me in the prime of his days, 

unprepared 
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linprepared for death, in the heat of paflion, 
tipon a foolifli quarrel for a worthlefs trollop : 
What will become of mcj if you do not fup- 
port me in my affliftion and fill up the place 
of a fpn ? 

You will naturally fuppofe I faid every 
thing on this melancholy occafion, which my 
heart could fugged: for his fatis&£bion and 
relief. 

Yes, nephew, continued he, you muft 
be now my Francis Arundel, my Ion, my 
fole fupporr. Be kind to me, be an ho- 
nor to the name you bear, and take example 
by the fate of your unhappy coufin* I feel 
fome awkward fymptoms, which convince 
me there is no time to be loft in making my- 
fclf ready for my call : I have fent for my 
lawyer and Ihall not fleep till I have put the 
laft hand and feal to my will. You are the 
only Arundel of the generation under me now 
remaining of our branch ; you. are therefore 
my natural heir, and as fuch I ihall inftantly 
adopt you. Your uncle John, whQ is now at 
fea, has* ever been a kind and loving brother 
to me i he is a noble> gallant fellow and an 

hpnor 
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honor to his proi&fikm, but at his time of life 
there can be no likelihood of his manying, 
therefore I fliall chaise your eftate with iuch 
an annuity to him, as in his plain way of 
living will fupply all the comforts he can wifh 
to enjoy. Of your father you mufl: forgive 
me if I do not ipeak. 

I am forry for the caufe I replied^ and 
I wifli it was in my power to be a mediator ; 
but I truft that time and milder (entipfients on 
both fides will cSc& that reconciliation which 
I have not the prefent prefuiApricn to under- 
take. I hope, notwithftanding, that you will 
allow me to inform my father in general terms 
of all which this fatal morning has produced, 
fo far at leaft as it afiedts me. 

Do as you like, cried he, do as you like 
in that particular, but do not talk to me 
about it; I will have no concern or corre- 
Ipondcnce with him. As for -myfelf, I can- 
not exped to laft long, and probably ihall 
give you the flip upon very Ihort notice ; 
therefore, my dear boy, as we have been too ' 
long eftranged from each other, let me hope we 
ihall npt be ieparated for the remainder of my 

days j 
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days ; and as your fortune now places you far 
abfive dependance, I fuppofe you will not hefi- 
tate at detaching yourfelf irom your prefent 
fituation with Lord G. 

To this I drove to make a fuitable and be-' 
conning reply, acknowlcc^ing my obligations 
for the bounty he intended to beftow on me 
in gratefol terms, without running into any 
fuHbme proteftations : I laid I was both ready 
and defirous of attaching myfelf entirely to his 
perfon and fervice from thenceforth, and I 
hoped the period of our acquaintance to come 
would be much longer than he feemed to ex- 
pe£t. With re^ecSb to Lord G. I had fuch 
ftrong reafons to wLfli myfelf out of his 6- 
mily, that I fhoulld obey his commands with 
the greateft pleafure, and would feize the firft 
opportunity for taking leave of his Lordfliip 
and all further conneftions with him. 

I fee no neceffity for that, (aid my uncle ^ 
for though you will find yourfelf in affluence, 
you npiay avail yourfelf of Lord G.'s introduc-. 
don for beconving a nrKUi of bufinefs, by which^ 
you m^ be an a&ive and ufeful member of 
tl^e comnuinity ; . and dus leads m^ to remind. 

you. 



i68 ARUNDEL. 

you, that by the £atsA event of this rooming 
there is a vacancy in my borough/ and a^ I 
believe you are juft of age to take your feat, I 
propofe with your good liking to bring you 
into parliament. 

I will not take up your attention, I re- 
plied, at this time, by ^ving you all my 
motives for wilhing to detach myfelf from the 
politics and connections of Lord G. ; I flatter 
myfelf they are fuch as you will not condema 
me for: and in the fame fpirit of independence 
you will allow me to declare, before you take 
any ftep for bringing me into parlianient, that 
I fhould hold myfelf as a traitor to my country 
and a difgrace to lyour name, if I co\ild con- 
fcnt to enter upon that truft, but as a free an4. 
unbiafled member, not wedded to any party or 
opinion, no follower of Lord G. nay permit 
me to add, and be not offended at my plain- 
nefs, not even of you my benefaftor. 
< A gleam of joy iparkled in his eyes as I 
laid this j he rofe from his feat, took me cor- 
dially by the hand and immediately cried out 
—•That's right, my good boy ! I fee you arc 
a true Arundel i henceforth you are my fon. 

—The 



<-^ 
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—The gleain tiras tnomentaiy; his features 
fell, convulfion fliook his face — ^Ah me I he 
cried, and funk again into his chair^ coiFer^ 
ing his cheeks with both bands,, as if to (bojp 
their naotion, dr at leafi: conceal k fixxn mf 
notice^ 

It was a piteous (ight and afieded me cX^ 
cronely* I thought it wa^ beit not to tak^ 
notice to him of the diforder he waa toa 
vifibly in, and therefore to divert his attention 
I began to tell him of the match Lord G« 
was making for his daughter widi Sir Geotge 
Revel, at the fame ame obferving to him 
that it was impofiibie for me td^ be cordial 
widi the father-in^laur of a wretch>'who in the 
moft di&onorable manner had atten^ted my 
life i for though it was true I had made peace 
with him, I was determined never to make 
acquaintance eidier with him or his connec- 
tions* 

Well, well, faid my uncle;, take jrour owa 
meaAires and be ycMir own mafter in all ie«« 
Ipefts : it was fo I tieated mjr poor unfor** 
tonace fon, aad fo i foall treat you. J defire 
yim win command indias.too(e> for | ihall no 

Vai. I. I more^^ 
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more concern myfdf widi the affairs of this 
wbrld, when I have once completed the deed 
that is to put you in pofleflion ; it is fit that I, 
who am haftening out of life, fhould retire 
from trouble. If you are determined to have 
no further connexion with Lord G. I do not 
wilh to enquire into your reafons; {o long as 
yod -adopt them 1 am dilpofed to think them 
juft- 

Here his fervant came to announce the 
lawyer's arrival ; upon which he delired me to 
return to Lord G. and communicate to him 
as much as I thought fit of my affairs, and as 
jbon as my health permitted to take pofleffion 
of his hotife, where he fhould give orders for 
iny reception. Confult your furgeon however, 
added he, and do nothing rafhly to endanger 
your health. 

' Here we parted ; and thus have I given you 
the particulars of a fudden and extraordinary 
revolution in my fortune, which changes the 
whole fyftem of my life and opens a new pro- 
fped, flattering indeed to my ambition, but 
awfiil to a xnind which forefees the trials it has 
toi undergo, and trembles for the reiponlibility 
- . - .f which 
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which miift accompany fuch unmerited good 
fortune. Farewell. 



LET T E R XXVII. 

» I 

Arundel to the Rev. Dr. ArundeL 

r HAVE the painful tafk of informing yeu,* 
that Sir Francis Arundel had this morning 
the melancholy account of his fon's being 
killed in a duel; I have vifited him in con- 
fequence of his misfortune, and am forry to add 
that the violence of his grief feems to threaten 
him with very alarming fymptoms. I fub- 
nnit to you whether it may not be advifeablc 
to make a journey to town upon this occafion ; 
I flatter my felf that grief will not lofe its 
property in his inftancc, nor fail to foftcn the 
aiperity of his mind towards a brother, whole 
nature I am aflured is thoroughly dilpofed to 
peace and reconciliation : no efforts on my 
part fhall be omitted to prepare my uncle's 
heart with thgfe healing impreffions which 

I 2 may 
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maydUjpole it ferdiebappjrrctunK^brodifirly 
love and afieftioiu 

Sir Francis has been (deafixl to fignify his 
intendon of nnaking me his heir, and pn^ies 
mf iihmediate fucceflion to the vacanqr in his 
borough, which the vnbzppy event of this 
day has occafioned Thefe fevors have been 
accompanied with a requeft, that I wililive with 
him in foture, which will of courfe incapacitate 
xne fix)m any longer attendance upon Lord G. 
Thtfe commands I am now preparing to obey, 
and Ihall very ibon take leave of my pre&nt 
fituatiom 

I have been ibme time confined by an acci- 
dental hurt upoh one of my ribs^ but am £> 
well recovered of it^ diat I e%pt€t in a &w 
days to be out again. I hope you coiitiiiue 
to enjoy your heakh ; that you long may^ is 
the fincere prayer of 

Yout moft dutSfbl fon 

^nd devoted ibr^ant* 



- ./ 
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LETTER XXVIIL 



Dr. Arufdfl t$ Frmds ^undei^ 



\3y HA T may be thofe properties of grieS 
which; you are io well acqiiaiated with» 
{ am not ihidious to learn, nor over^^ager to 
CKperience; if you mean me to believe thac 
grief will melt the marble of your uncle'js 
hearty they muft be miraculous properties in« 
deed>-and a great deal more than I Ihall pu,c 
my truft in. As for a journey to London 
upon the mere expeftation of feeing this 
mighty miracle performed upon your uncle, 
you muft excufe me if I do not hold it quite 
lb advifeable as you feem to think it ; nor is it 
altogether fb eafy and perfunftory a matter 
for me to undertake at my time of life, per- 
fwaded moreover as I am, that miracles have 
eeafed. - 

I am obliged to you for the offer of your 
intereil with Sir Francis in the way of rccon- 

I 3 ' cilementi 
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cilcment ; but are you fure I feek that recon- 
cilement ? arc you fo well fatisfied with your 
own great powers of periuafion, that you can 
by the charms of your rhetoric coirvert the bard 
rock into ibe fpringing iioeU ? Is there no deli- 
cacy prcvioufly to be obferved towards my 
honor, which perhaps may not willingly con- 
defcend to owe that reconcilement to the in- 
fluence of a third perfqn, which my own me- 
rits could not command ? You may inherit 
your uncle*s property, Mr. Arundel, "but I 
envy you it not, if you take his pride into the 
bargain, and with it any portion of that infen- 
fibility towards my feelings, which with his 
otlicr poffeffions feems in this inftance to have 
devolved upon you. 

Though you may in time be found the heir 
of his eftate, remember at the fame nroment 
I, if living, am the heir of his title. Where 
is the provifion to fupport it ? Am I t^ 
croiich to you, like the defendants of the 
aged Eli to the child Samuel^ for a piece offtU 
ver and a mrjel of breads and (hall I fay, like 
them. Put me I pray thee into one of the piefis 
offices i that I may eat^s piece of hread? No, 

Sir, 
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Sir, I am a prieji already, and have jull 
enough to purchafe that poor diet without 
your help i and Sir Jofeph Arundel (if ever 
that fhall be my title) fliall ftill toil on in the 
hiimble office of a parifli, prieft, nor crouch for 
a fingle morfel of thofe rich endowments, which 
have paffed over his hoary hairs to fall upon 
the giddy head of youth. 

But I muft revoke tliat word, when you 
take your feat amongft the fenators and elders 
of the ftate. H^ppy nation, to be fo wifely 
governed, and thrice happy conftituents, who 
are to confign their interefts to fo grave, fo 
competent, fo experienced a reprcfentative ! 

You are ' pleafed to tell me that your uncle 
has defired you to live with him> and aban- 
don the fituation in which my intereft placed 
you with a noble and powerful patron : and 
you have obeyed bis commands ; obeyed them 
without reference to me; joined with my 
worft enemy, deferted my befl: friend, and 
this by the commands of your uncle ! If my 
commands go for nothing, might you not have 
paid fome little attention to my wiflies? 
Might you not have ftopt to hear them, to 

I 4 enquire 
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enquire of them^ to know at leaft what it is 
your father wijbes^ and then it would have 
been time enough to obey what your uncle 

You fay you have been confined by an ac-- 
(identd hurt upin one of your ribs ; my infbrma* 
tion is that you have been fighting a dueU 
you can beft tell which is the truth. You may 
have had your unde's cmnmofids ibr this alfo i 
he has been a man of war from bisyauib, and 
dearly he abides the paifion he has always iiad 
for blood : the judgment has fallen upon his 
own houie ; be thai fmies witb the Jwordjbail 
ferifb hy tbe /word. In this^ as in the rdin* 
quifhment of your patron^ you have not 
waited even for my w^bes ; £>r it is not likdy 
that I Ihould recommend a pradice^ which 
though flamped with the fpecious name of ho« 
nor> violates xhe laws of God as well as man« 
If then I am founded in my hOiy and this 
hurt on your ribs, which you lightly term acci* 
dentaU is in truth a wound you have received 
from the fword of a duellift, I can only re- 
mark, that you have taken a very convenient 
way of throwing your faults upon chance i 

which 
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mhidi being but a fl^dcr carrier, will I am 
^aid m time be fo much overloaded by you, 
as to hU under his burthen. 



LETT E R XXIX. 
Lad^ Louija G. to Lady Jam S. 

T Hwe now the happinefs &> inform my dear 
Jane, that t&ts horrible il^nfe is over, and 
Mr. Arundel has accepted Sir George Revel'* 
:apol(^. But think not that my fears are 
over, n>y forrows at reft j no, they are of the 
Hydra generation, and feem even to multipty- 
by amputation. In the firfl: place, my impa« 
tient lather has opened upon me already, and 
in this ftile he has difcouried^- 

Well, Louifa, I have at laft brought this 
young man of our's to reafen \ our friend Sir 
George Revel has condeicended to make him 
a very haadfome apology, and he with a great 
deal <^ /very hau^ty ifiidiQerence has cbnde- 
foended (o accq>t <)f it. I believe in my con- 

I 5 fcience 
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fcicncc the fellow'js head is turned by the fitua^ 
don 1 have raifed him to ; hut I fhall take his 
pride down a degree or two before long. 

I have never been able to difcover any pride 
in Mr. ArundeL 

Pooh ! what fignifies whether you have dif- 
covered it or not ? I tell you thefe academics, 
when they have ftuffed a little Greek and Ladn 
under their caps, are as vain as peacocks ; but 
I fhall pluck fome of his fine feathers, I can 
tell him. ' It will be fome years before I fliall 
ftand in rieed of the father's fervices again, and 
it will not be much fooner that the fon . will 
ever be the better for niine. 

That muft be as your Lordlhip pleafes : but 
fuppofe we chufe fome fobjeft more agreeable ^ 
to talk upon. 

Well recoUefted, my dear ! and what fubjeft 
can be niore agreeable, than the affair we have 
in view refpe6ting Sir George Revel ? You 
fee what a fijie gallant fellow he is, elegant in 
liis figure, manners and addrels ; quite a man 
of the world, a finiOied gendeman j travelled, 
ipeaks the languages, drefles well, entertains 
well, dances well ; gives the faftiion, iplendid 
ia his equipage, worfliipt by aU the fine women 

about 
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about town, and iricohteftably the firft match 
m point of fortune now in the kingdom. 

I am told indeed he is very rich. 

Rich, child ! there is no end to his property 
in land and money : then his boroughs — I ve?- 
rily believe he has intereft, if well managed, 
to command eight votes in Parliament at the 
loweft computation. Sir George ReveFs poli- 
tical weight is, exclufive of all other confidera- 
tions, a very great thing : hitherto it has been 
' thrown into the oppofmg fcale, and if he and 
his members had not very handfomely feceded 
from the divifion of yefterday, we of the Mi- 
jiiftry fliould have loft the queftion, fo nearly 
were we balanced. Thefe, Louifa, are only the 
firft fruits of his attachment 5 tjie prolpedl of 
an alliance with my family has already made 
him neutral, there only wants another ftqp to 
convert hini into a friend. You fee, my dear, 
how the father is Indebted to the daughter*l5 
charnms ; and therefore, talcbg all thefe confi- 
derations into my view, I find fo many things 
confpire to recommend him to my good 
liking, that, high as I hold your pretenfions, 
I not only give you my confent to purilie your 
anclioations by marrying Sir George Revel, 

I 6 but 
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but muft fairly confcfs it is become the warme& 
wi(h of my heart that you fhodid do (o. 

Being ill prepared on the iudden to evade 
this pointed attack> I very imprudently ai)- 
fwered that I believed my mother did not 
think lb favoraUy of Sir George Revel as iiis 
Lordihip did* 

Your mother tfabk I cried he^ darting i^ 
in a rag? — your mother think not fo favmably 
of Sir George ! what r^t has Ae to think at 
all about him ? Do you fiq)pofe your mother's 
opinions are to weigh with me ? Who is your 
mother^ that (he fliould think for me, and who 
am I ? Did I raife the daughter of a plain 
country gentleman to die rank of a C<Minteis» 
to fill her head with nodons that (he is to direft 
the intereft3> the alliances of my hrmlyl I 
ihall ibon teach hef a better underftanding of 
her duty ; and I defire you will not pay the 
leaft regard to what flie thinks' in dis&vor of 
Sir George Revel, when I peremptorily and 
definitively declare for him, 

I was now fo much alarmed fi>r the mifchief 
V had done> and for the ftorm of paffion and 
reproach> which I had unadvifedly drawn down 
upon my poor fuflfeting mother^ that I was de? 

bating 
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badng with myfelf m what words to declare to 
him my own fixt and determined av erfion from 
the match he propofed -, but his looks were fb 
furious, that they frightened me from my pur- 
poie^ and I did not venture upon any thing 
more than to befeech him in the moft earneft 
manner not to let my modier fufier his dif^ 
j^ealure for what I had faid : I foletiinly aiTur^ 
ed hiin ihe had never ^oke a word in Sir 
George's difpraiie, fince his Lonilhip*s anger 
about the affair at Spring Grove -, on the con- 
trary I protefted, and with truth, that flie had 
always held a language entirely conformable 
to his Lordfhip's wifhes, ever fince ihe had 
known what thofe wiflies were ^ and that it 
would make me the moft miferable of beings 
to bring trouble and reproach upon her, only 
becaufe I fuppofed that (he poffibly might not 
have altered her opinion of the man, though 
ihe had changed her way of fpeaking of him. 

He had fcaree patience to hear me thus far, 
when he cut me fhort, and in a tone very litde 
foftened by all I had been faying, thus rdu- 
med his invcftives — I know what your mo^ 
ther has donc^ full well, and I know what fhe 
is now d^g i ciibaUiog wkh that Arundel 
4 againft 
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againft me and Sir George Revel : I fhould 
not have been at all furprifed if ihe had gone 
the length of prefling him into the duel, had 
not the chaftifement he has already met with 
cooled his courage : Was ever fuch an affront 
offered to a man of Sir George's fort ? was ever 
fuch an infolent meiflage fent by fuch an info- 
lent mefienger ? Thank my ftars, he has 
fmarted for it -, he has been pretty well punifh-^ 
My and had not he flopt where he did, he 
would have been completely provided for 5 
but Sir George's life was of too much confe- 
quence to be pitted againft a beggar. I will 
keep no fuch fellow in my family, warm nof 
fuch fnake in my bofom ; though he is a 
wounded one, - he is venomous, and I will dif^ 
patch him. Let us fend this inftant for your 
mother and her accomplice into the room, and 
you fhall hear me give him his difmiflion be- 
fore her face. 

. He was aftually going in his rage to ring 
the bell, when I jufl: fummoned ftrength of 
voice enough to cry out— For Heaven's fake, 
my Lord ! ftop your hand ! my fpirits are fo 
ethaufted, that if you proceed any further, I 
fliall faint. He paired, looked at me, faw the 

iituation 
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fituation I was in, and in great hafte called my 
fervant : my mother herfelf was in a moment 
at the door and ran to my afliftance ; my father 
walked out of the room ; I had juft time, be- 
fore my fervant came tome, to fay in a law 
voice to Ladys G — Alas, madam ! I have un- 
defignedly fet my father in a rage againft you ; 
my heart bleeds for you ; oh ! that I might dife 
and be no longer the unhappy caufe of all your 
fufferings !— My dear, dear child, faid Ihe, he 
under no pain about me : your father*s rage 
has no longer any terrors; I fhall meet it 
widi perfcft compofure. — I fcarce know what 
followed ; after fome time fhe left mc to the 
care of my woman, and went out of the room . 
in tears. 

Strengthen my brain, kind Heaven! it is 
very weak ; it fliakcs, it wanders : fupport it, 
I implore thee, in that momcht> when to the 
face of my enraged father I fhall refolutely dc-^ 
nounce . fcorn and reje&ion to that wretch Sir . 
George, and vindicate an unoffending, injurcd^ 
mother. FarcweU ! 
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LETTER XXX. 



fbe Hen. Mrs. Dormer to ihe Countefs rf G. 



X7 OU are not half fo angry with me as I 
am with myfcif for writing you fo incon- 
fidcrate a ktter. The fubjeft fcizcd me in an- 
unfortunate moment ; you know the warmth 
of my relentment$^ and can make fome allow- 
ances for an imagination at all times perhaps 
€QO volatile, but, when heated by fuch indig- 
nities as your unfeeling Lord had caft upon 
the favorite of my heart, not likely to be re- 
ftrained within the bounds of prudence. 

I am a fooliih old woman, who am ^pt to 
Ipeak what I think, and write as I foel ; 1 am 
therefore always employed widi my friends and 
correipondents either in committing errors or 
atoning for them. Your conduft has been fo 
uniform, that I have fallen into fewer fcrapes 
of this fort with you than any body elfe j you 
arc not &miliar with my abfurdides, and there- 
fore it was that diis appeared fo great to you 5 

fome 
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fome of my more experienced iatimates would 
only have faid — This is Jo Uke Dormer — aj^ 
thought no more of k. 

You muft know in the firil place, I am ia 
love with Arundel myfelf ;^ — in the next place, 
I am furious againfi: LordG. — But no more of 
this folly ; I am relapfing into it again. 

Now if I had ever learnt the art to blot^ I 
'would ftrike out this nonfenfical paragraph ; 
but I go beyond Ben Jonfon in my love of 
Shakefpear, for I da not ftop an this fide ofidii^ 
latryi I idolize even his errors, and like A1bx« 
ander's wry-4iecked courtiers, popy the inac* 
curacy, becaufe I caniKM: reach the &bfimity» 
c^ his genius. 

Do you think I have lived fingle all my 
days only becaufe I could not find a huiband ? 
^o, my dear Lady, in good ^ueen Befs's golden 
daysy or fomething later perhaps, I made fome 
noife in the world and had offers in plentyi 
ibme tolerable, ibme intolerable ; but, as Arun« 
del was not then born, and I could find n6 
man entirely to my mind, I knew my temper 
too well to truft it to any one man's keeping 
for life, when it couM turdly hold out for a 
day. There were two things my Ipirit was 

never 
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never proof againft; it could refift neither 
Idndnefs nor unkindnels; therefore I argued 
with myfelf thus — ^As it is the nature of thofe 
infidious animals called lovers to be moft al- 
luringly ^/W, and as it has Ibmetimes happened 
that thofe tirefome creatures called hufbands 
will be moft provokingly unkindy I Ihall infal- 
libly pafs myfelf over from one to the other 
and probably forget to carry my reputation 
with me j for this reafon I thought it beft to 
have nothing to fay to cither one or the other, 
and thus it has come to pafs that with fome 
hard ftrugg^es, and now and then a hair-breadth 
^fcape> with a great deal of reafoning and a 
good deal of repugnance, here I am at your 
command as veritable an old miaid as moft are 
at feventy years end : how much longer I fhall 
hold out in this humour I will not pretend-to 
fay, for I am coming up to London in all my 
x:harms, and if my fpeftades Ihould have the 
property of Archimedes's glafles, and let the 
tender heart of Arundel on fire, it is all over 
with^-mc ; I ftiall be found in the likenels of 
Hogarth's old bride at the altar i I may as wel) 
ftep into the frame at once and take my poft 
in the print-fliops, for every body will know 
me-. 

And 
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And now to be ferious. — The conclufibn of 
your interview with Arundel threw me into a 
trembling : mueh as I love tender fcenes, I 
do not wifti my real friends to be the per- 
formers of them. It is too like vaulting oii 
the rope, a paftime I was never fond of i a falfc 
ftep breaks the vaulter -s neck : thank the 
fates> you are fairly oit your feet again ! We 
old goflips, in vrhom the heyday of the hkod is 
over, do as much mifchief with our prattle, 
as trumpeters in a battle by their, clan:K>urj 
^ when they fet folks a fighting, and themfelves 
.kcep« clear of the fray. 

'. I ihall be heartily glad to hear that Arundel 
is well of his wound, and. that wicked. coiuii 
out of his chamber i it will not then be incum- 
bent upon you to nurfe him any longer : there 
is not a more ticklifti office in nature than to 
be fettling and arranging a young man's pof- 
ture on thefe charitable occafions, and adjuft- 
ing his head upon a pillow, when he cannot 
do it for himfelf J I would as foon handle a 
wounded wafp; they feem dying, but they 
have ftrength to fting. 

I remember to have been in the fame pre- 
dicament with a lover of my own near a cen- 
tury 
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tury agD; the poor man had been in die hun- 
dreds of Eflex^ where he had caught the mala^ 
i//> Ju pays, and was chattering and ihhrering 
in as compleat an ague-fit as ever came out 
of the fens : my foolifli pity perlwaded me to 
vifit him ; I thou^ I could not have done it 
at a leis dangerous moment; he was as unpro* 
mifing and harmkis a lover as you ever be- 
hdd; for my part I thought him dying, and 
.begaa to be £> fiiU of coaf miferation and kind*- 
.m& thai:! charmed away his i^ue fi> efieAually 
.that I was very near conjuring up a woiic 
enemy in its place. In ihort^ my dear Lady^ 
I kamt enough by tfaedatiger I efeaped never 
:to Qur& fick lovers aafinore. FarewelU 
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LETTER XXXI. 

7%« Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormif* 

t 

T T is impoffible to be aogiy with fou long^. 

becaufe you will not let me be ierkius ; yet 
ftrious I muft fhive to be^ for I have a melao* 
choly matter to relate. 

My Lord and I are upon the point of repa- 
ration ; I have had an interview with him^ iJ[ 
which I muft give you the particulars ; as it i& 
probably the laft I fhall have to relate^ you 
will be nx>s« ready to excufe the length and 
duUneis of the relation. 

My dear Louila had rather unadviiedly lee 
fidl a hint to his Lordihip dxat I was not of the 
fame way <^ thinking with himfelf in regard to 
Sir George Revel : this made him furious^ and 
all ffae could fay to allay his anger, and convince 
him that I had not praftifed upon her mind> 
wks m no purpofe« 

In this temper I found him alone in lus 
dicfling-room^ when he inftandy wckom^ me 
widi* the enfuiog £dutaiSon ;-^ 

By 
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By what rigKt, Madam, do you prefumc to 
cppofc my authority in this family ? H6w is 
it that you take upon yourfel^ knowing as you 
do that Sir George Revel has my approbation 
and full confent to marry my daughter, how is 
it I fay that you take upon yourfelf to hinder 
and obftruft that match, by feizing every fecret/ 
underhand opportunity of decrying that gen- 
tleman's charafter and perfon in her hearing ? 
I would have you know. Madam, that thefe 
infidious praftices againft me fhall no longer 
be put up with: I will not facrifice my daugh- 
ter's intereft and happinds to your whim and 
caprice; nor, becaufe a paltry CoUege-boy, 
whom I have too good-naturedly received as a 
dependant into my houfe and family, has been 
inftigated to affront a man of fortune and 
fafliion, and been properly challifed for it, will 
I fuffer him to carry on a cabal under my very 
roof, and affedt that revenge by fecret m^ws, 
which he wanted Ipirit to purfue in a more 
open manner. 

Here his paflion coming to a flop, I calmly^ 
anfwered — , 

If your Lordihip is now at leifure to hcar^ 
my anfwer, I will make it j but if you have 

any 
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any more charges againft me, I will wait your 
time, and then reply to the, whole. 

I could perceive the firm and deliberate, 
manner in which 1 addreft him, . was what he 
did not cxpeft i he pretended however to pals. 
it off with a contemptuous fneer, and told mc. 
I might do as I liked ; whether I anfwered hirn 
or anlwercd him not was of very little confe-, 
quence ; he had made up his mind. : 

If your Lordfliip has made up your mind 
againft conviction, I replied, there is indeed 
but little ufe in my fpeaking at all ; but if there 
are fuch things. as truth and honor inexiftence, 
I call them to witnefs that I have never once, 
©ppofed your wifhes for an alliance with Sir 
George Revel fince the affair at your villa^ 
for which I underwent your difpleafure fo fe- 
vercly : I. repeat to you, my Lord, in the moft 
fblemn manner, that I have never infinuated to 
Louifa, even in the moft diftant degree, any 
thing to that gentleman's difadvantage. 

Then pray. Madam, what is your opinion 
of that gentleman ; I defire to knoy your real 
fentiments of Sir George R evel. 

No, my Lordi there you muft excufe me j 
I have ftriftly done my duty in not oppofing 

the 



X92 ARUNDEL. 

die pedbn jmi appfove of $ but fo long as m^ 
though do not oSEeod ag^unft your com* 
mands^ I conceive I have a r^t to keep 
chem within my own breaft, and it muft be 
fomediing more than inqu^tDrial tortuiethac 
Ibs^ force them from me. 

Upon my word you are grown raj lo6y 
on a fiidden ; but as I know your thoughts full 
well there needs no inquifition to extort them 
from you : yes. Madam, I know your thoughts 
and I know your counielsi I know your en- 
mity againft Sir George, and I know the fo^ 
menter of that enn^ity. A dependant I can 
tafily difmifs out of my fight; but I would 
have you i^o to know. Lady G. that I will no€ 
fufier even a wife to remain under this roc^ 
who is fecredy plotdng with an upftart crea« 
ture of her own training to poifon the affec- 
tions and counteract the welfare of my dau^ 
Cer in the mdl effential concern of her life. 

My Lord G, when you are pleafed to. 
dilmifs me from this roo^ you will add ver7 
litde aggravation to the cruelty I have too 
often experienced under it. 

Then leave it to^y, to-morraw, the next 
day^-*-<as fiKMfi as you pleafe« 

Where 
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Where is it your pleafurc that I fhould go ? 

I care not ; ariy where but to Spring Grove, 
And for Mr. Arundel, your confidante, I defire 
you will be prefcnt, whilft I give him his dif- 
miflion — Having fo faid he rung the bell, and 
a fervant attending, bade him tell Mr. Arun* 
del, if he was able to leave his chamber, he 
defired to * fee him immediately. As fbon as 
the fervant was gone, he fgid to me, I defire. 
Lady G. you will not leave the room, I made 
no reply, and a filence enfued till Mr.- Arun^ 
del entered, leaning on tht fei-vant's arm. 
. There is fomething awful in the human^ 
countenance, where courage and integrity re^ 
fide ; but when thefe virtues are fet off with 
manly beauty, fiich as Arundel dilplayed lipon 
his entrance, the fwelling heart of pride will 
fhrink before it, and the tyrant feel himfelf a 
coward. 

It was evidendy fo with my infulting Lord, 
whofe ftorm, fo loud before a woman, lowered 
itfclf into a fmall, ftiill voice, which opened 
with an apology for bringing him out of his 
chamber, when the motion feemed fo pairifol 
to him. 

My Lord, replied Arundel,. I muft be much 
l^OL. I. K worfe 
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worie before I (hould excufe myfelf from 
obeying your commands. 

His Lordlhip was hampered, and I dare fay 
heartily repented of his undertaking, but his 
dread of betraying himfelf in my prefcnce, 
pufhed him on the ftage and he .began very 
lamely to open the fcene, as follows :-^ 

Mr. Arundel, I have a negotiadoA now go«. 
ing on in my femily, in which Sir George Re- 
vel is a party very intimately concerned ; and 
though peace is now eftablifhed between you, 
yet, confidering all that has palTed, I think 
you^jlonger refidence in this family can neither 
be agreeable to yourfelf, nor altogf^thcr conv€* 
Bient to Sir George or me. 

Your Lordihip judges with great delicacy 
of my feelings, as far as your motives (or wiih? 
kg my departure arife from yopr confideration- 
for me only : but, my Lord, frotii the urgen- 
cy (^ your mefl^e, and thele commands &1* 
lowing & clo& upon my acquieicence in Sir 
George's apology, I (hould prefume you have 
other motives more preffing fhan my convert 
nienc^ which now induce you to lay thotk 
commands upon me. 

I told you ib, 3ir ; I gave you o(her re^&ns ; 
9 I faid 
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I faid it would not be agreeable nor conyeni- 
cut to Sir George. 

I dare fay it would not, nfiy Lord ; but give 
me leave to afk if there was not another per- 
ibn named, for whofe approbation I have niuch 
mor^ deference than for Sir George's. 

Yes, I do not deny it, I did fay, and I fay 
it again, that it will not be fuitable or agree- 
able to vtie. 

I humbly thank your Lordlhip for this 
early proof of your fincefity*; but I muft alfo 
'appeal to your juftice; and, as it is known to 
my friends that I have had the honor of being 
admitted into your Lordfhip's family, I beg 
to know whether I have your leave and com- 
miilion to tell them that I go out of it with 
-equal honor. 

I (hall not commit my reafons to your re- 
port, Sir, I ftiail give them myfelf to your fa- 
ther and your uncle Sir Francis, which are all 
the friends of your*s that I am acquainted 
with. As for you, I have only to recommend 
it to you to return back to your ftudies at 
Cambridge and purfue a line of life that you 
arc more fit for. It is not for a dependant to 
enter into cabals againft his patron^s coilnec- 

K 2 tions 
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tions and interfere in the concerns of the noble 
fanaily he is allowed to live, in ; the prudence 
and circumfpeftion neceflary for fuch a ftation 
your books it feems have not inftrufted you 
in, and nothing but experience of the world can 
teach. The fituation I had intended to place 
you in is a poft of confidence and private 
truft ; it is through your own fault that thefc 
^kind intentions do not take place, and it would 
-be only leading you- into difappointments, if I 
were to let you* build any hopes of favor or 
promotion from me. 

I watched the countenance of Arundel, 
whilft this was paffing, and faw his eyes 
fparkle with fire at fome expreffions that 
touched him, and need not be pointed out to 
your notice: the ftruggle he had within him- 
felf to reprefs his immediate refentment was 
apparent, but after a fliort paufe, when my 
Lord had done fpeaking, he made him this 
reply: 

My Lord, I relinquifli all hopes of favor or 
promotion frpm you without fuffering the leaft 
- difappointment, and fhould chearftilly quit a 
fituation, which is now become incompatible 
with- my prefcnt viewS in life, if it was not ac- 
companied 



i 
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companied with a charge againft my char after 
of a very ferious nature, and which I am very 
fure I do not deferve from your Lordlhip: 
you accufe me of entering into cabals againft 
your conneftions, and interfering in the con- 
cerns of your family. What conneftions of 
your's have I caballed againft ? What family 
concerns have I interfered in ? I am intitled 
to my defence, my Lord, and therefore I de- 
fire. you will ftatc my guilt. 

The conneftion I allude to. Sir, is that 
which I have in contemplation to enter into 
with Sir George Revels that as I take it is a 
very ferious concern j and I. have too gdod 
grounds for belief, not to be warranted in fay- 
ing that you have been very hoftile. to Sir 
George; nay that you are fo ftill, and have 
taken every means in your power, jointly 
with the Lady prefent, to raife prejudices 
againft him in that bofom where leaft of all 
they ought to take place. 

I ihall anfwer very plainly to every part of 
your LordlhipV charge ; and firft, that I have 
beenhoftile to Sir George I^evel. It is fome- 
thing extraordinary, when your Lordfhip fees 
me here before you carrying die marks of that 

K 3 man's 
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man's brutal attack upon me at a time I had 
no arms to defend myfelf with, that you accufe 
me of hoflility; elpecially when I have re- 
frained from taking eithdr perfonal 'or legal 
vengeance for the injury. My Lord, when I 
called upon Sir George Revel to explain fome 
very infblent expreffions he had treated mc 
with under the prbteftion of your roo^ I went 
to him in a peaceable manner, in my riding 
drefs, as I had difmountcd from my horfr, 
without any weapon whatever 1 and this I did 
fiom delicacy to his fituadon, knpwifig he was 
then ypoh guard, and for the very purp<^ that 
he might not be templed to a violation of his 
duty, or myielf expofi^d to the imputcrtion of 
provoking tn officer under thofe reftridions 
by the hoftflity of my appearance, had I gone 
armed to the meeting. Was this a fympti^i 
of enmity ? or is this wound, which ftill dif- 
ables me, the proof on which your Lordftiip 
grounds your charge? Js the iffue of this 
morning's meeting, at which you yourfclf 
condefccndcd to be prefent, any marlj: of a 
refcntful, hoftile fpirit in me ? A man indeed 
may pardon through fear what his heart would 
prompt him to refenti but as I will not fup* . 

pofe 
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pofe your Lordfliip means to impute my ac- 
quiefcence ia Sir Gcorgc^s apology to cowar- 
dice, I do not fee how yoii can with anyjuftice 
derive an aft of forgivcnefs from a fpirit of 
enmity4 

The fecond part of your charge is ttat I 
iun Hill hoftile to this gentleman : My Lord^ 
if I am to regard Sir Geoige Revel as one 
tvhom you are dilpofed to honor by your alli- 
ance, I Ihall not fo far forget the refpcdl due 
to your Lordfhip -as to fay any thing more in 
yow prefcncc, than fimply to aflure you, that, 
without bearing any hoftility to him, I have 
Ao dcfire of amy acquaintance with hini. 

The laft and nroft ferious part of your Lord* 
fhip'is charge againft me, is that I have endea- 
voured to (bw prqudiccs in that bolbm, which 
I join with you in thinking ought to be kepc 
facred, and which I do frotri my heart both 
hope and believe is truly facred, not only 
from the taint you allude to, but from all 
Others of whatever dcfcription. No, my Lord, 
this charge I deny in the moft peremptory 
manner; and whoever dared to abufe your 
ear with the bale iniinuadon, is as falfe as 
hell itfelf can make a human creature^ I have 

K 4 not 
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not that meddling nature in me, neither have 
I prefumption to arrogate to myfelf any in- 
fluence over the Lady I am accufed of having 
twipered with. Once, and only once, I have 
had the honor of feeing her fince I received 
my wound, and thofe few minutes, fhe will 
bear me wimefs, were otherwife employed 
than in prejudicing her mind againft Sir 
George Revel. It was becaufe I would not 
point my fword againft the man on whom her 
future happineis may probably depend, that 
in thofe few minutes I gave up a refentment, 
which, with ihanrie I confeis it, years would 
not elfe have extinguilhed. I caa only iajr, I 
trould have wifhed you to hear this fix>m Lady 
liouiia rather than fix>m me ; but the injufUce 
of your acculadon muft be the apology for my 
vanity. 

I muft trefpals on your Lordfliip's patience 
with one word or two more. There is a lady 
prefent, whom you have thought fit to aflb- 
ciate with me in this part of your charge : I 
jhould fuppofe, my Lord, when you honor 
me with flich an afibciate, you cannot mean 
to couple guilt with purity; that would be 
a moft unnatural league indeed, a guilty man 

witU 
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with the moft perfeft of her fex, an incendiary 
in your family with her who is the blefling of . 
it. Here then, my I-ord, I offer no defence, 
for joined with Lady G. I can commit no . 
crime ; nor does your Lordlhip, when you 
bring her- virtues into the fame afTociation, 
mean to impute any to me ; I receive it as an 
acquital of the whole, as the higheft iionor 
you can confer upon me, and am infinitely 
bound to you for it. 

You are very ingenious, truly, Sir, and have 
given me a fufficient fpecimen of the logic of 
your fchools ; but I have heard enough of- it> 
and do not wifti you to put your imagination 
to any further eflPorts, I fhall write to your 
father, and as your uncle is my very good 
friend, I mean to call upon him very Ihortly. 
At prcfent you will excufe me, as I have rath«* 
more important bufinefs on my hands, than to 
liften to your rhapfodies. 

Mr. Arundel upon this rofe from his feat, 
and without a word more left the room : Oh, 
wJiat.an expreffive contraft'is that couricenanccr 
capable of! the look he fixt 'upon my Lord, 
what a look it was ! whilft my heart thrilled 
as; he turned his eyes on mcy fuch.pity, fuch 

K 5 benevolence 



fioa ARUNDEL. 

bcnevoknce beamed fiitth ; I never.lhali for- 
get it: whilft my icn&s lafi^ dicf will never 
loie that iin|Mefl]on: I became iiifenfflde to 
Lord G/s cruelty; in fhort, my fiicnd, I 
thoixnigbly delpifed hitn, and feeing him ftand 
confoun^xl^ (welling with rage . and fhame, 
irrcfiduce, s^Kifiiedj and not knowing what 
MM to do, I was willing to retire from fi> 
mortifying a fight, and humUy demanded if 
he had any further commands for n^* 

Koditng to trocd>le me with. 

Had be refolved t^n the place of my def^ 
^nation ? Stay, Madtm, cried he, and at that 
ii^bm a fervant delivered hini a letter; he 
t^l^^ed it) and as he read it his colour chang- 
ir#, he fetmtd perplexed, and after a confi- 
^erablc time he faid. Did you know of thi^ 
Madam? was you infom^of diis event i|i 
Sir Francis Anmders family ? The letter is 
from him. 

i aiibitd kirn i knew of na event in Sir 
'Frantis's fatally ^ I hsd had no manoet nf 
%6iiver&iion with Mr. Arundel that day. 

'Tis'ftranj^, hid he, yow fiietid &mAd 
«iot iiiipart to you Tudh good new^ fuch d vt^ 
vlfltttitfi&inQiisffyftiiiie: Sir FrMcis wvkes me 

word 
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word he has loft his orAf fon in a dud i that 
he has adopted his ncfhew, who has juft kft 
us» and in very civil terms requefts of me to . 
rekafe him for a time at leaft» as he means to 
bring him into Parliament ijqpon the vacancy 
in his boroitgh. TKis is a very unexpeAed 
event i J wilh I Jiad known it a littlefooners Sir 
Francis has always been my very good friend, 
but I always underftood he was at enmity with 
chat branch of liis fiimily, whkh Mr. Arundel 
belongs to^ and had no x:oocq)tion this young 
man was in his good graces.--^Oh ! my dear 
friend, what was then my tranfport^ npf exul* 
tation I — equalled by notbing, uolefs by my 
Liord G.'s remoiie and vexaidon. 

I am aftonifhed Arundel did not mention* 
this to me^ continued my Lord, (talking to 
himielfj becaufe he would not deign to addrefs 
him&If to me, thoi^ k was plain he wiihed 
to be anfweied.) I cannot think why he would 
<x3inceal a ithi^g of this iort i it would havte al^ 
tcred the cafe very wklely ; I ihould have held 
a very difierent language to him ; Sir Francis 
is the laft man iin^Ep^and I would wiih to o£^ 
&nd4 bis iupport is .very neceflary to us at 
this pihchi I have fic4ffid my&lf fi>r him 

K 6 and 



ao4 ARUNDEL. 

and his other member to the cabinet : ten to 
one but this angry young man will turn the 
tables upon me ; perhaps he will be a fpeaker; 
by the fample he has given me I fhould ex- 
pea it. — He was now thoroughly weary of his 
foliloquy, and therefore concluded by de- 
manding of me if I did not think Mr. Arun- 
del had talents to make an orator. 

So ftrange a queftion Ihewed the incohe- 
rence of his thoughts, and I really knew not 
how to help him out by any anfwer I could 
give : I therefore limply obferved, that I was 
no judge of Mr. Arundel's talents, but I had 
the higheft opinion of his principles, and made 
no doubt he would do himfelf credit in any 
ftation of life. 

Mjr Lord now applied himfelf to the bell, 
and bade the fervant who attended, go up 
to Mr. Arundel's room and fay that he would 
call upon him : the anlwer was, that Mr. Arun- 
del had left the houfe, and was juft gone out 
in a chair. 

This was a frefh blow to my Lord, and I 
think I have frfdom feen him fo difconcerted. 
I no^ made a fecond effort to go, but he again 
flopped me, for even my company was nowj 

I fuppofe. 
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I luppofe, fome relief to 'his own, at leaft I 
fcrvcd him as a butt to vent his ill-humour 
upon; and divert it in ibme degree from him- 
fclf, — And pray. Madam, fays he, how does 
your Ladyihip account for this young man's 
not informing me of his coufin's death, and 
the great fortune that fo uncxpeftedly de-- 
volves upon him ? for Sir Francis, let me tell 
you, is extremely wealthy. 

I fuppofe, my Lord, replied I, as this event 
was no part of his defence, he did not think 
it necejQTary to ftate it. 

In my opinion now, it would have been the 
very beft part of his defence. 

Perhaps he was in hopes his integrity would 
have been fufficient for that purpofe, and did 
not chufe to be indebted fpr his exculpation to 
intereft, when he had innocence to plead, and 
the merit of a facrifice to the repofe of yout 
Lordfhip's family, which I have no doubt 
coft him dear to make : in that light I re- 
gard his filence as one amongft many* in- 
dances of the great delicacy of his way of 
thinking. 

Your Ladyfhip owes him a good turn, and 

I perceive 
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I perdeire you are refblved to be as fbut an 
mdvxxrate for him as he 1$ fi>r you. 

HcFe our* converiation brdoe off zhrupdf 
enough s his Loidflup iet out fin-his office^ and 
I went up to my daughter* FarewelL 



LETTER XXXIL 



Lady Louija G. to Laif Jmie S. 



|^N£ of thofe une3^)e£bed events^ which 
feems as if it was the fabricated incident 
of a novel, has jufl: happened, and Mr. Arun- 
del is of a fudden become heir to Sir Francis 
Arundel's gxcac eftate by the melancholy ca- 
taftrophe of a iu€i^ in which his coufin> a very 
fine young man^ was Ihot thcough the lui^s, 
and died upon the f;round. 

Oh my Jane, what agonies have I efcapiad^ 
hf the peaceable ronclulion of nhis teriifying 
aiSair with Sir <jeorge Revel ) To you alone 
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is the fecret revoikdy for whofe fake thofe ago* 
nies were endured : Hdd then my eyes no Im^ 
guage in them, when Aitindel, in the bene^ 
volence of his heart, made a lacrifioe of his re« 
luAant Ipirit to the p'efervation of my heahh 
and peace ? Alas, alas ! is it not too plain he 
does not think of me ? had he been a lover, he 
could not have wanted intuition to Ipy out the 
fecret workings of my fcMjl ; and k now wound* 
me to dxc quick, when I rcfledt upon this 
proof of Us indifference. Nor is this all| 
proof rifes upon pr6of,/for*had ins heart but 
felt the flighteft touch o( love, he never would 
have pot his rdentment afide to clear the paf« 
fage for a rivkl ; no, where love is in the cafe, 
jealouiy will enflame even a :€owafd agatnft 
his competitor, ' and Arundel's courage wants 
nothing to animate it. " 

Oh^ Janel how thele refieftions bambfe 
me. How f^lfe and iboUfh is die world^'a 
Hattery ! What avaib it me, that I have been 
the butt and gazing-ftock of all the ikritig 
vacant ey^ in every public fixe i Perhaptt 
thete is feme catchiiig tjuaint o^rifie aboot 
mf IcNM, feme garifli fliewy tnsaamcnt, diat 
Natiirt hasieminoiclscQd on it»KrfaiGbi filly coii* 

combs 
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combs are trapped with,' bur which men of 
tafte turn away from with dilguft. I can never 
be brought to think I have any attraftionsi 
but fuch as I ought to blulh for, when I 
could draw to me only fuch a wretch as Sir 
George Revel, and repel Arundel j 'tis plain 
that Virtue flies me, while Vice for its own 
loathfome ends purfues : I mull renounce 
cither myfelf or Arundel j I muft believe I 
am unworthy of his pure regards, or hold him 
for infenfible and blind. He thinks, no doubt^ 
that he made a mighty facrifice for my fake, 
when he put by refentment ; alas ! how much 
more have I done for him, when, to preferve 
his life from rifque, I fuffered him to think 
that I was fo depraved in heart, as to endure 
the addrefles of Sir George ? Whofe lofs then is 
greateft ? his, in being robbed of his revenge, 
or mine, who am ruined in his good opinion ? 
I have deceived him into my own deftru6tion. 
What is now to be done ? You will fay, 
perhaps, a fecorid conference may fet it right : 
—a fecond conference is now no longer in my 
reach ; he is gone for ever 5 an angry lepara- 
tion has taken place between my father and 
him ', he has left the houfc never to return to 

it 
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it again : adopted by. his uncle, he now lives 
with him, and holds no further correfpondence 
in this hoftile quarter. Shall I write to him ? 
No : if there is fuch a thing on calth as com- 
mendable pride, if there is fuch an obliga* 
tion exifting as duty to a parent, I am now re- 
Iponfible to thofe demands; in thofc fetters 
I am chained, and I would rather die than beg 
and be defpifed. 

There was a moment when I thought he 
felt fome little influence at his heart from this 
unworthy form : 'twas our firft interview i 
my father brought him down to us at Spring- 
Grove J he prcfented him to my Lady G. j 
Arundel bowed refpeftfully, and addrefled fome 
words to her, I know not what, but proper no 
doubt they were, and becoming : he ufliered 
him next to me, and then methought his eye 
befpoke a fuddcn fenfibility, the colour came 
and went upon his cheek, and he was filent ; 
but his look was eloquent and my refponfivc 
heart held converfe in the fame mute language 
with him : I was not then, as now, a Ipeftacle 
fo pale and ficklyj it w4 langour, not diC^ 
eafe, arid fuch a languor pnly as difpofed my 
heart to every foft impfeffion : it was even- 
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ing> a foft imd tender gloom threw his fine 
form into that happy ihade^ which gives the 
'features a pathetic tint in harmony with all 
the melting paffions of the foul<^Oh> Jane^ 
that moment was my fate ; he then exchanged 
a look with me^ that funk into my heart $ it 
was then I found there is no metaphor in 
^what the poets tell of love^ I felt that he has 
real arrows. My father called for mufi* a Why 
did he fo ? It is the food of love^ an^ mine 

Hadpmacb for it all. 

I fung s it was my favorite cantabMe of Sac* 
chinii it Was love again; love in its moft 
cxprefllve language, Arundtl's aca»itpany<* 
ment infpired me to acquit myfelf better dian 
ever I performed before : his tones were pitch^ 
cd with fo. much delicacy, they were the very 
echo of my voice ; my father was enrapturedj 
and I confefs I never was in fuch huniour 
with myfelf.-*^But I am grown childiQi and 
pratde the fame rhapfody over again> which I 
have peftered you with in a former letter j 
bear with my weakneis^ gentle Jane I 

The next day took my Lord to town^ and 
Arundel remained with us, biit night and fad 

refie&ion 



ARUNDEL. Ill 

refliedlon had intervened ; reafbn had now 
conjured up a powerful and gloomy' antago* 
nift in the perfbn of Deipair^ who was able to 
conteft the point with Love^ and repreienled 
to my itiind a numerous train of tmpoflibili-^ 
ties ranged in drecidfiil array againft th^ hope* 
Ids paflTion^ that was taking pcfie^ion of me* 
Alarmed at the danger of my fituatidn, I no 
longer invited opportunities of converilng with 
Arundel ^ I even avoided his eyeS as much as 
I was able ; I law with pleafure that txly tm^ 
th0: began to engrofs him wholly, and I never 
was a party in tbrir cvtnkqo; walks : I dreaded 
the faftinatmg powers of mufic^ and he> con^ 
ociving that the exertion was too gntat for my 
ftrength> never prompted mfe to fing. Much 
of the day he pitffcd out of doors with my 
Lady in vifiting her confcrvatory, and in 
otter rural occupations, which Ihe takes much 
delight in j our amufement within doors chiefly 
confilled in his reading to us, and at thofe 
times I took care to employ myfelf with my 
needle, beftowing no more than the attention 
of one fcnfc upon him : but even that fenle 
was made an avenue to Love; Love could 

even ibere flmi eyes, and though 

Mi 
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at one entrance quite flout cuty 
Shone inward. 

He gave us tlic pathetic novel of Lady ytdia 
Mandevilk'y What weaknefs tempted me to 
feledt it for his reading ? The ftory was too 
appofite, the cataftrophe too touching. Could 
he want a key to the fable, when my tears 
were fo plain a comment to point out the ap- 
plication ? Where was his intelligence, if , it 
cfcapcd him ? 

And now, my deareft Jane, I have loft 
fight of him perhaps for ever : now then is 
the mon>ent to begin a noble eflFort, and found 
a refolution that fliall repair, the ruins of my 
peace : I will forget him.— Stop, let me not 
promife too much j Til not attempt impoffibi- 
litics ; I will forget to love him : convinced as 
I now am, that he does not entertain a 
thought of me, 1 will call home thofe fligh- 
cd afFeftions, whofe forward tenders have been 
repulfed with fcorn: I have a pride of na- 
ture, that is the very palladium of my heart,* 
I will fummon every paffion to its aid, and it 
will be hard if fuch an army of allies lliall not 
be a match for one fingle, unfupported propen- 

fity, 
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fity, however ftrong. Affilt me at this crifis, 
my beloved friend, encourage me with your 
applaufe, fecond me with your counfels, fay 
every thing for me, but on yotir allegiance 
breathe not a word for Sir George, — And 
above all things, if you love me, and would 
wilh to preferve my fenfes, utter not a fylla- 
ble in prophane dilpraife of Arundel, 
. Farewell, 
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Lady Loiiifa G. to Lady Jane •S. 

\X/*HEN I wrote to you laft, I was not 
aware that matters had gone to luch 
lengths between my father and mother, as to 
make a feparation neceflary. Ever fince that 
unhappy affair at Spring Grove, my Lord has 
harboured fuch refentment in 'his mind, and 
been fo obftinately refolved to believe that fhe 
has been induftrious to prejudice me againft 
Sir George Revel, that I am perfuaded no- 
thing 



a'* 
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tiring bMt w tUblute acquicfccRCc on my part 
coiled have undeceived him ; I miift have 
m^d? ^ totid facrifice of my happine& to have 
prefervcd any tolerable harmony between my 
parents i hut even this would have been a 
veiy precarious reconciliation^ for the efien^ 
dais c^ love are wanting^ and though my &^ 
ther's views nought have t^en ierved by the 
match, I have reafon to know that my mother 
would have been rendered infinitely more mi- 
ferable by fuch a fetal meafure than by what 
has now befallen her, which though painful for 
the prcfent, will fave her from many fufFerings 
hereafter. 

You may think perhaps that^ I might have 
quaflied the diijpute at once, by peremptorily 
refuting Sir George, and taking it entirely on 
myfelf i but believe me that would never 
h^ve dpne, nor would my niother hear of the 
propqial when I ftated it, ^ITuring me thac it 
wou]4 only make my father more Qutrageous 
agftinft her, with the further bad coniequenMre 
of reviving the affaip between Arundel and Sir 
George, who wji§ pnjy led fQ make an apo- 
logy by the hopes hejd out to him by my 
father. 

I have however confided to her my inten- 
tions 
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tions with rd|>e£): to t^at gendemw> mi th« 
joy and comfort which it gave her alleviated 
the pains of parting; ihe befeeched tnt to 
temporize fome time k)nger> as weU Qn hef 
own account, as to prevent^an immediate rup? 
tur^ between the parties fo newly reconciled, 
This you will aJIow is a delicate and difficult 
part for me to a6t, but this I have neverthelf i# 
promifed tp undertake. 

You will be curious to know if I opened tQ 
her on the fubjeA of Arundel ; I did not> ^nd, 
wthout giving you all my reafons for being 
fifcnt, I ihall only fay,' that if ever I fed it 
neceflary to conHnunicate with her on the fiafiQ 
ef my heart towardsthat perfon, it will be bel^ 
done, by letter after a time, and ill abfencQ 
from each other. I know the ftrength of he? 
nund, and the felicfity* of her underftanding ) 
Fetirement and folitude, fb formidable to fome 
^iricsy wili to her's be ialutary and reftprative. 
Thei) will be the un\e, if reafon cannot expel 
this hi^lefi paflion, to confide it to h^^rtRalas ! 
to what purpo& even then f 

I have not feen Anmdel fiince he left us ; I 
believe h^ gives up his time almoft entirely to 
his uncle, with whom he lives, and who is faid 

to 
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to be in a very declining Ibite. 1 am alhamcd 
to fay that my father did himfelf no honor by 
the manner in which he treated him at part- 
ing; and what makes it worfe, he at that 
time was not informed of the change in his 
fortune, but talked to him as to an abfblute 
dependant, and menaced him with ftirring 
up his father's difpleafure againft him. No 
fooner had he left the houfe, than ^ letter from 
Sir Francis revealed the affair of the duel, 
and of Arundel's adoption in confequence of 
it : then it feems my Lord was mortified in 
the extreme, and repented of his behavior; 
and of fuch confequence is it to his politics to 
preferve a good underftanding with Sir Fran- 
cis, that 1 have reafon to • believe, if my mo- 
ther would have undertaken to have made 
his peace with Arundel, Ihe might have made 
her own at the fame time. This I know for 
certain, that my father has beftirred himfelf 
very afliduoufly, in hopes of healing the 
breach, and has been with the General, and 
no doubt with Arundel himfelf^ for that 
purpofe. How he has fucceeded in conci- 
liating matters I cannot pretend to fay, but 
he hinted to me that he had obtained a re- 
3 fpeftable 
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{peftable fituation for Arundel, if he chofe to 
accept it, . 

My opinion goes with cny fears, that the 
thing is irretrievable, and the napre Co from 
the unjuft and cruel meafiires, which have been 
taken towards my unoffending mother. 

What I fufFered upon parting fpoov 'her 
no words of mine can defcribe : her fpirits> 
thank Heaven, were gready fupported in 
thofe painful moments > by . the afSaraaces I 
gave her with regard to Sir George- Revel* 
She is for the prefent gone to. S.pring Grove^ 
where Ihe will pafs only a few day^,. till .ju-e-* 
parations can be made for her rernoval to a 
greater diftance, and a place pa-ovifiedfar .her| 
which ihe has chofen . for her retiremefit,* and 
for which (he is now in negotiation, 
. My father has invited R^rs. CAuixeoloaU tq 
be with me in my mother*^ abfence*. What ^ 
fubftitute ! Sir George Revel dines here tp^ 
day en famille^ and I am to endure his hate- 
ful prefence. Farewell .... .. 



Vol- I. L LET- 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Arundel to Cbarks Mortlake. 

T WILL not relate to you the manner ia 
•which Lord G. and I parted, as it refers 
to matters of a domtftic nature, which I ne-. 
vcr tODubled you with, and probably never 
fhall. The man is altogether fo contemptible, 
that it is impoflible for me to be upon any 
tenns with him, though he makes ftrong fbli- 
citation for \u My whole time is dedicated to 
my uncle, whofe love and kindnefs to me in- 
j^reaie with every hour : he now talks of his 
fon with a tender tegret, but not with thofe 
palfion^te gufts of ibrrow, which for fome 
days he gave way to: in the mean time 
his health declines daily ; he has certainly had 
a par^ytic ftroke, for his mouth is vifibly 
4rawn afide and his Ipeech afFeftcd, though 
we do not take any notice of it to him. 

Wait till you Tee whether I deferve your 
congratulations bclbre you offer them : in 
■^ good 
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good truth, my friend, there is fo fuddcn 
a revolution in my fortune, and the world 3 

breaks in upon me with fuch a torrent; that it 
will be well if I can ftem it with, any tolerable 
fteadinefs. If fate had fenl me back again to 
thofe bclovid fcenes, on which my memory 
dwells with fondncfs, and where tranquillity 
and you inhabft, my lot would probably have 
been happier than it is likely to prove. How 
Ihall I preferve my integrity amidft the cor- 
ruptions of the world, my underftanding in 
the din of folly, or my religion in the com- 
pany of the prophane ? Be thou my guardian 
genius, and from thy untainted bofom convey 
the fywipathetic fpark to mine, which may 
awaken confcience before too deep a fleep in- 
vades it. 

But how is this to be done, if we arc to re- 
main in fuch diftant feparadon from each . 
other ? My felfilh fpirit has been at work to 
devife the means of drawing you to me, and I 
pleafe myfelf with the hope that I have at laft 
ftruck upon a projeft that will efFeft it. My 
tincte has -a liying in his gift, the incumbent 
of which is now dropping into his grave with 
age and infirmities j the family manfion ftands 

La in 
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in the "parilh; and the prcmifes of the paribn- 
.age comnr^unicate with Anmdel Park ; it is in 
the fineft part of the county of Kent, upon the 
banks of the Medway, in a healthfyllpot j there 
4s a good houfe and J3k charming little garden. 
What do you think of it ? does it found as if 
it would tempt you ? if fo, I have already fe- 
cured the reyerfion of it at your fervice. Wc 
(hall be near neighbours, if 1 live to liiccecd 
(o the poffeffioh of Arundel houfe, where I 
mean to fix my fta£F. Your pariih is but 
fmall, fo that your human flock will not he 
more than th^ ihephcrd of their fouls caa 
watch over with his own eye. It is enougb 
for me to renund you they are Kehtift- 
men, and worthy all the care you can beftow 
upon them. Don't attempt to take their batts 
!from thern^ and I flatter my felf you may pre- 
Taii with them to relinquifh the brandy 
botde. Were it not for this foreign enemy to 
their health and morals (the fatal coniequcnce 
^f illicit trade), what a people would they be ! 
A race difl:higuifliable above all their fellow- 
iiibjcfts for the beauty of their p^^rfons, the 
.dignity of their fenthncnts, the courage of 
jcheir hearts and the elegance of their manners^ 

I am 
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l am only afraid you will grow too rich* 
upon your income, for it is beyond your fim- 
plicity : but why do I fear this, . whcft charity 
is at hand to take off all your fuperfluities ? and 
who can tell, Charles, but fome Naiad of the 
Medway may tenipt you to the rafh unphilo- 
fophical adt of matrimony ? If that takes 
place, prepare yourfelf for a family that ftiatt 
vie with the Patriarchs, for they have an he- 
reditary gift of breeding, and fulfil the ^mx^^ 
val blefling in its utmoft extent. 

This (hall be a feparate letter unmixf with 
ia/ir mattery for this is a fubjeft, which in** 
volvcs a great fhar6 of the happincfe, I have 
now to expeA in life, and I (hall anxioufly wait 
your anfwcr* 

I hav« other thing§ to talk of, which afc 
merely matter of communication, and them 
you will receive in a feparate pacquet by the 
fannc conveyance. Farewell 
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LETTER XXXV. 



jtrmdel t$ Charles Mortkke. 



T THINK I told you in the early part of our 
correj^ondence that I was not fond of writ* 
ing about family matters,> and telling long un* 
interejdbg ftories of perfbns and things^ which 
you zxt not concerned with and which I have 
.no right over: I am not however fcrupulous 
to inform you that Lady G. has been com- 
pelled to a feparation by the ill-treatment of 
her Lord^ who is prefling on a match with Sir 
George Revel and Lady Louife, and is pleafed 
without any grounds to conclude that his 
wiflics have been traverfed by her Ladyihip> . 
with whom he has alfo done me the unmented 
honor to fuppofe that I have been in league 
for the fame purpofe. 

This ridiculous man, who has not a trace in 
his mind that refembles juftice^ vmlcls obfti- 
nacy be one, had the abfurdity tq charge me 
widx this to my face and in the prcfencc alfo 

of 
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.^f his Lady, My part of the charge wJis cafily 
fctded^ for I was foon out of his power, but it 
was not fo with Lady G. j (he has been obliged 
to take refuge from his tyranny by retiring . 
from her family, which Ihe adually put into 
cffed the fame evening, and is now feeking 
that repofe in folitode, which in his fociety it 
was not poffible for her to enjoy. 

For that excellent Lady my heart will ever 
retain the warmeft gratitude, and it gives mc 
unfpeakable pain to be no longer in a capacity 
of paying her thofe attentions, from which fhc 
ufbd to derive no fmall degree of confoladom 
t have taken every means ill my power finca 
her departure of making known to her how 
deeply I am impreffcd with the remembrance 
of her kindnefs and coadefcenfion, and how 
ardendy I fhallfcize every opportunity of ma-' 
nifcfting the truth of my profeflions; but I 
have not thought it advifeable in the prefent 
Hate of affairs to write to her, though I an* 
vain enough t© think it may be what ftie 
wifhes. At the prefent moment her fituation 
is extremely critical, and I am under great 
anxiety on her account ; if her diffici;ilties en- 
creafe and this injurious man continues to pcr- 

L 4 fecutc 
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ftcute her with frefh infults,. I fliall break 
through the refervc I have for the prefent im- 
pofed upon myfclf, and attempt whatever ho-* 
. fior, gratitude and fricndfhip can fuggeft for 
her fervice, 

I^ady Louifa*s match with Sir George Re- 
viel IS I fuppofe in a train to take place^. and 
probably only waits the re-eftablifhment of 
her health :. report is circulating it as a thing 
decided,^ but in that I do not place abfolutc 
feith. If it muft be fo, may I be "deceived in 
the prejiidice I have taken up againft the man 
of her choice ! I know not how to think there 
can be any generous fentiments in that heart, 
which feems, engrolTed with pride and arro- 
gance i. at tl^ fame time I am loth to fuppofe 
her capable of overlooking character ia the 
choice Qf a huCband, ^nd of following either 
tJie mere iiiipulfe of the eye,, or the meaner 
inQtiyes, which the greatneis of his fortune 
inay] appear to fuggeft; this I am fure can 
never operate upon a nature fo liberal and fo 
lioble as her's, and accordingly I muft believe 
ihe difcerns fome qualities in her lover, which 
have not fallen under my obfervation ; and to 
awn the truth this may well be> as I have only 

contemplated 
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of infolence and anger. 

The day before I quitted the femBjrl Jiadrap* 
Gonverlation' with Lady Ijouila, which was* 
very interefting^and if I had been difpof^d ta- 
put my own.meankig upoffi certain palTagesi 
and expreflions, which were equivocal chough** 
to encourage fuch an idle interpretattoin^ I 
might have made a fine fool of myfelf truly^- 
Yet if all that anxiety to prevent our duel was;- 
the Ible refelt of her fears for the fafcty of Sir 
George; any man who was a witnefs to whan 
Ihe fuffered m^t have fifely fwom diat the* 
firft moment of his rekafe would have been»- 
the firft of his happineis alfo, inftead of which^ 
nnany days have paffed and I have no reafon tav 
believe. he is yet in poffeffibn of l\cr abfolutci^ 
wnfent. 

Surely, Chaa'les, it-is fair arguing to con-t 
elude, , that if he was indeed the objed: of her 
liive, I, who in that interview appeared before^ 
her a* his antagqnift, ought to have been the- 
obje'ft of her averfion-: yet this did not feem- 
tt^ be the cafe^ it is true ihe had a point to' 
Qftrry^ and that might lead her to uie foothingv,. 
words- in converfing with, me i but Jud there 

L 5. be«a- 
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been that abhorrence in her heart, itis Icfe pof- 
fible with her than witk any body I ever met 
•with to difgiiife her looks and counterfeit a 
complacency .fhe does hot feel. Oa the coa^ 
trary, I beheld nothing but the fweeteft coun- 
tenance mixed with the moft afiedling fadnefs, 
at all times there was a moft exprcflive tender- 
liefs in her eyes, and once flie gave a loofe to 
her tears covering her beautiful face, to conceal 
from me the diforder fhe was in. 

Thefe words in particular made an impref- 
fion upon me at the time Ihe uttered them, 
and I have frequently revolved them in my 
thoughts fince as fomething too myfterious for 
me even to guefs at — PerhapSy faid fhe, you 
have mifiakm me in Jime particulars y but time 
will ckjvr tip all things ; to time I rnuji rrfer, 
yoHy and by that I fiaU bejuji^d in your opi- 
Hion» 

If time, that is to be the interpreter of this 
myftcry, fliould fhew me that Sir George is all 
tSiis while following a fiilfe clue through die 
labyrinth of difappointment — ^^Oh Charles !— 
but I will not indulge the idea — fhe mufl be 
his, and I will detach my thoughts from her, 
and fly the fight of her when facrificed to that 

wretch^ 
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wretch, as I would avoid the contemplation of 
a noble mind, when deprived of its reaibn. 

Thefe ladies, mother and daughter, might 
almoft pafs for fitters j there is a ftrikmg fimi- 
litude in their features, and an expreffiori of 
the fame paffions and afFeftions in their eyes, 
only at different periods of life and in different' 
degrees of fenfibility. In the mother it is vi- 
fible that fbrrow has confpired with time to 
fbften down thofe fires, which nobody, who 
looks upon the daughter, can behold \inmov- 
ed : the foul of Lady G. is of that penfive and 
feeling calt, which leans to retirement and thole 
tranquil fcenes of life, to which humble unaf- 
lUming virtue delights to refort from the tu- 
mult of the world. The country is her paffion, 
and in a private condition (he might have 
tafted that ferenity, which her elevated rank 
only helps to deprive her of. Fortune feemed 
to have deftined her to thofe views, fer which 
nature had fitted her di^ofition^ but an un- 
common^ fhare of beatity and the extreme ele- 
gance of her figure in a lucklefs hour caught 
the eyes of Lord G. and the ambition of her 
parents devoted her to his arms. Oh my friend, 
how you would be charmed with her fociety ! 

L 6 How 
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Howcurioufly hath nature mixed up the eh- 
ments in her, that the contagious Iphere, in 
which fhe has rtioved, could never fix a ipot, 
which evett the niicrofcopic eye of envy could 
fpy out^ and Wf-^Here is a blmijh- 

^ Lord G. who treated me with very little 
delicacyy when he looked upon me as aidepcn- 
diant,. now fees me with different eyes, and an 
event, which does not raife me one atoqfi in 
nny own efteem, adds cubits to my Ji^ture in his 
way of meafuring mankinds In a time like 
this, when parties are fo nearly balanced, the 
proprietor of a borough may expeft a very 
low bow from a tottering miniftefi. and his. 
Lordili^), wk© probably feels himfelf in that 
predicament, feems to think a little manafge- 
ment may be neceflary to bring pie back ta 
my allegiance, and make me ftill the creature 
of his purpofesv • 

r With this wife end in view he called upon 
my uncle, anjd began to round him with many 
fine fpeeches, feeling his way cautiouflly to dif- 
cQver how miich I had imparted to him of 
what pafled between us upon our lafl: conver-^ 
fation. He affefted to be ihocked, when the 
Gcperal ^t9ld hjm I confidered i:pyfelf as dif- 

. X ^ milled 
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inifled in the moft peremptory manner, and? 
defired to apologize to me in perfon for any 
mifunderflanding that had taken place^. pro- 
tefting that his intentions had ever been moft 
friendly towards me ^ he hoped we fhould al- 
ways be upon good terms^ and as he had been 
honored with my micle's ftipport, Mattered him- 
felf he might depend upon mine. 

To all this Sir Francis coldly replied, that 
he muft refer his Lordlhip to me ;. he had dif- 
charged his mind of all thofe matters, and left 
me entirely to my own difcretion. 

This jM-oduced an interview between his 
Lordfhip and me i he addreffed me in a fine » 
fpeech crammed with many courtly flourifhes, 
in which there was a mighty deal of conde- , 
fcQnfion, abundance of flattery, fome apology, 
many profeffions and no truth : it was fride . 
that U^keJ the duft. 

I anfwered him in as civil terms as I could 
ttife^ without committing myfelf in fuch a man- 
ner, as might lead him to believe I was im- 
pofed ^ipon by his profeffions i I took care to 
remind him for my future juftification,. that I 
had, happily for myfelf, never been in thofe 
confidendal habits with his Lordfhip, as to tie 

me 
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mc down from any mcafurcs or opinions I 
might think fit to adopt hereafter; and I 
begged leave to afiure him^ that if I had not 
felt myfelf my own matter in thofe refpcfts, I 
would never have cx^nfented to come into Par- 
liament. 

He now tried a new experiment, by propo- 
fing to me a fituation in the corps diplonia*- 
tique, where he could make an opening for 
me at Ratifbon, which he warmly recommend- 
ed as a firft ftep in the line, and for which he 
was pleafed to allure me that I was peculiarly 
well qualified both by nature and acquire- 
ments« 

To this I fhortly anfwered, that as I hadlss 
Lordfhip^s own authority to ^refer to for ex- 
pefting no favors from him,, fo I had formed 
my own refolution to receive none : he mufl: • 
therefore excufe me if I declined any offers ho 
could make me. 

Thus we parted^ and thus-I conclude. Face* 
well. 
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LETTER XXXVL 

y 

jyr.\4rundel ta Francis Arundeh ' 

X7 VERY thing that I hear of your pro-, 
cpedings aftoniflies me more and more. 

By a letter, which I have been honored with 
' fi'om the Earl of G, I am informed of the 
hatighty and dildainful manner in which you 
have quitted his family \ and when he conde- 
fcended to court your acceptance of a fituation, 
diat his intercft had provHed for you, and to 
which your proudcft ambition would not have 
ventured to alpire awhile ago, you rcjefted his 
favors with contempt. 

Is this the ufe -you make of your new ipr- 
tune ? is this your gratitude to Providence ? 

I. fuppofe you will again tcH me, you arc 
obeying ibe commands of your uncle : to him, 
who has adopted you, I commit you \ I blufti 
whilft I fubfcribc myfelf 

Your father, 

Joseph Arundbl. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XXXVH. 

Francis Arundd to Dr^ArundeL^ 

T F you will credk die proteftations of a (on, 
who never yet approached his. father with^ 
Z falfehood, you will believe me when I afilire 
you th^t I am a$. innocent ot the- charge con- 
tained in your laft letter^, as I am of the duel, : 
which your imputed ta me in your preceding ; 
one, 

I cannot enter into a niore particular dc^ 
fence of myfelf, as the chatgjc confifts of afler- 
tions, which can only be oppofed by coxjnter- 
aflertions. 

I certainly did decline JLord G/i offer, and ■. 
though it was of. a fort entirely^ incompatible; 
with my prefent,views> yet 1 ^ free to own,^. 
that if it had been in all other refp^fts defire-) 
able, yet as coming from his Lordlhip I could, 
in no cafe ha^'e accepted it. 

lam, &c,. 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 

N. 

t 

fbe Comtejs of G. to iht Hon. Mrs. Dormtr. 

Spring Grftvie, 

T HAVE now advanced one ftage towards 

my exile^ and am preparbg to (tt out in a 
few days for the place of my final deftination. 

There is a little village on the coaft of Kent> 
•which I have fixt upon for my retreat : it has 
been a favorite fpot with me from my child^ 
hood, being about three miles from my &thcr'i 
houfe where I was born: it was part of his 
cftate, but being entailed upon the male hfcir> 
now belongs to my firft coufin, who has veryf 
readily accommodated me with the hire of it. 

This will be my afylum from a tyranny no 
longer fupportable. 

The bitternefs of parting from my Louiiit 
was greatly Ibftencd by the comforting expref- 
fions, with which Ihe cheared my finking fpirits 
in.thofe painfiil moments: — Oh my beloved 
mother ! faid the generous girl, the cruel treat-* 
TOcnt you unjuftly fufFer on my account eutt 

nte 
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me to the fouli fubmit to it however wit& 
patience for a time, refign yourfelf to the will 
of God, and he will fupport you* j perhaps it is- 
a diipeniation that will prove a blefllng to you 
ia the end, and even now you Ihotdd foii)eaur 
to lament it, as it withdraws you from a fcene 
replete with Ibrrows^ and from an pppreffion 
you can no longer endure. The virtues of 
your heart and the ftrengthof your underftand- 
ing will fupply you with refpurces iayour foli- 
tude, and it ihall be my ^teful talk to relieve 
it by a continual intercourfe of letters, in which 
I will give you a faithful journal of my time^ 
I truft my father^s animofity will not forbid 
my continuing to you thefe proofs of duty and 
affection, without which our feparation would 
be intolerable to me« 

I leave yoa, m^dear child, I replied, with 
a bleeding heart, comforted however by thefe 
dutiful expreflions, and penetrated by the gc^ 
nerous and tender proofs of your afFeftion : I 
leave you in a painful, perilous moment, ia 
the very crifis of your fate j but I am driven 
from my duty, I do riot defert it- If* you. 
marry Sir George Revel becaufe y^ur heart is 
with him and your judgment approves of his 

charafter,.. 
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charaftcr, I hope God will blels you in your 
choice, and that I Ihall find myfelf in an error f 
but if you take him upon any other naotives> 
if your father's connmands over-ruk you, if 
the fplendor of fortune, allures you, and the 
cry of the world provokes your vanity tp be 
the richeft bride in England, I tremble for the 
confequences ; I proteft againft the deed. 

To this flic replied — How I fbsJl regret 
you words cannot defcribe j but "if ever it is 
my lot to marry* it fliall be the firft objeft of 
my liberty to fly to your arms ;. and be afiur ed 
1 will never unite myfelf to any man whoia 
you could not love, and who would not love 
you. This xesSon alone would have been de^ 
cifive againft Sir George Revel,, had he beea 
in all other Tefpe<5ts as much, as to be approved 
of^ as I now think he is juftly te be abhorred.^ 

. What, cried I, what is it I hear I Doth, my 
Louifa mean to (ay that fhe will not m^ty 
Sir George Revel ? 

Never,, fhe replied 4 nor force, nor perfuai^ 
fion Ihall prevaU with me : I will die before I 
will do it* This has been my fixt determina- 
tion fron;i the firft, but I would not impart it 
to my dear mother,, wbilfl ftie was aflcrdng in 

her 
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her defence to my father, that (he had not cont- 
ifnuhicatcd with me on the fubjeft. 

.Generous creature I faid I, then I am com- 
forted indeed 5 this fweetens the bittereft mo- 
ment of my life ; now I can part from my child' 
with fome fortitude : and (6 faying^ I enfolded 
her in my arms andfhed a fhower of grateful 
tears upon her neck. 

• Thus was I cohfoled by this amiaMe crea- 
ture J and afnidft the agonies I fek in feparatioh* 
from her, I fupport^myfelf by refle6ting, that 
a young woman of her uncommon attraftions^ 
with great fortune and high rank to fet them 
x>ff, cannot long remain - fiogle, and then my 
loft happinefs will be recovered : in the mean 
time, as my interference in the choice of a huf- 
band for- her would only draw rcfentment upon 
me, and probably oppofidon to her wilhcs 
from my unfriendly iiOrd, it may be well for 
inc to be abfent at this crifis, 

And now, fny dear animated fricnd> do not 

let this fecret of Louifa's determination againft 

Sir George Revel efcape from your lips j d<> 

not fo much as endanger- it by a hinti fork U 

' ficccflary to temporize a little longer. 

Will you vifit me in my hermitage ? I am 

furc 
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furc you will. Your frien(Mhip is not of that 
holiday fort, which can only fhew itfelf in the 
funlhinc of fortune ; you will pot fly from the 
boufs of mmrnin^y but will cheat your widowed 
friend in her af9i6tion. 

But remember, my good foul, there is one 
fubjed that cannot chear me any longer : let 
the name of Arundel be profcribed in our cor- 
respondence henceforward ! Sport not with 
the feelings of your friend, nor let your roving 
imagination lead me any more over rocks and 
precipices, like a deceitful meteor in the night, 
IJfy, to conquer ; I fink into folitudc that I may 
teach myfelf to fprget. 

Since he left our houfe I have never once 
fet (tyes upon him, nor hath he written orie 
&rewell' line to me. It is ' well ! he refines 
upon propriety; he points me crut the road 
which I muft take i he is at once my precep- 
tor and my nK)deL 

. I have the happincfs to hear be is recovered 
of his wound J the old General, by the way, has 
liad a paralytic llroke, and is thought to be 
near his end \ Arundel will then be mailer of a 
noble fortune j he takes his feat in Parliament 
as foon as the writ cun be made out, and I 

cannot 
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cannot doxibt but he will do himfelf much ho- 
nor in the fenate -, for he has genius, know- 
ledge and elocution, with every exterior grace 
of perfon— how captivating ! A voice fo ex- 
quifitely tuned to perfuafion, that the ear, 
which liftens to its harmony, of force furren- 
ders up the foul of every one that hears it : 
his eyes charafteri^e each paffion, as it fhifts 
within him ; they beam with benevolence, they 
tnett with love, diey flafh with anger : they pe- 
netrate the heart j who can refift them ? - 

I will rifque a prediction that his artillery 
will be pointed at my Lord perfonaUy, at his 
party coUeftively j and though I am not cu- 
rious after politics, I cannot avoid hearing 
from all fides that our Cabinet totters. Be it 
fo ! I believe the beft wilh I can bcftow upon 
my defpot is that of a fpeedy diflblution to his 
power. Small minds are not made for great 
ftations j they are intoxicated by authority j 
that virtuous ambidon, which fhould infpire 
them to advance the glory of their country, 
beats not in their bofoms ; the paffion they 
feel is fpurious and illegitimate: it has the 
name of ambition perhaps, but it inherits not 
its dignity nor property! The fcrvant of the 
I public 
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public (hould have the diligence, fidelity and 
punftuality of a fervant in humWe degree 5 a 
perfon, deftined by his office to reftife multi- 
tudes where he gratifies one, Ihould abov« all 
things ftudy the art of denying with a good 
grace : diis demands an attribute which my 
unhappy Lord is wholly deftitute of, fuavity 
of manners: I even quettion if Jie is often 
lucky enough to gain a friend where he be- 
ftows a favor. I fulpeft that he will M \m- 
pitied and deferted. When that hour c6me$ 
refledion may come with it, and if he then 
brings his pafl: conduft under fb-ift reviewi 
the: future may very probably fare the better 
for it. — Heaven ^ant it may ! 

I h^e fbmetimes turned my thoughts to- 
wards a companion in my retirement, fome 
quiet gentle foul, who will fympathize with 
my feelings, read, work, walk with me by 
turns, and wile away the languid hours in 
harmlefs converiation. But alas ! it is in vain 
to look for fuch a being : a gendewoman flic 
muft be, and I have fuch pity for decayed 
gentlewomen, in the character of dependants, 
that I ihould be a fufFerer by her fociety, and, 
inftead of finding Con:ifort from her, be obliged 

to 
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to find it for her. I therefore give up that 
idea altogether^ and determine to take with 
rtic only one young woman^ who is ar prcfcnt 
an underling in my family, and feems a fen- 
fible good-humoured girl: fhe Ihall be my 
lady of the bed chamber, for my own Madam 
is too fine for the fervice, and has befides an 
attachment, which I cannot propofe to remoye 
her from. A houie-maid and a cook I ihsdl 
l^e.iA the. country, as better for my humble 
purpofes than thofe of a town education 5 one 
man-fervant I Ihall alfo take of rural ftock, 
and a gardener : this will be my efbtbliihment ; 
my pin-money will be my revenue ; and fo— 

Farewell u all my greatnefs ! 

A^ieu. 
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LETTER XXXIX. 



Charles Mortlake to Arundel. 



/^UICK tranfitions of fortune aft upon the 
^Ni,/mind as fudden changes of climate do 
upon the conftitution; the ftamina muft be 
llrong that can bear them. 

You are fcarce entered upon life's drama, 
when mark how full of incidents k is become ! 
'Whilft you are ftepping on the ftage, the fu- 
"preme dire£bor of its movements draws off 
tlie fcene before you, and you find yourfelf in 
a new fituation, in a new charafter. 

Prepare yourfelf therefore for an aftive 
part, that will try all yqur powers j but aboye 
all things, my dear Arundel, let me recom- 
mend to you to confult the fpirit and fenfe of 
ypur author \ enter into his defigns, be the 
faithful reprefentative of his. mind, and don't 
lay out for the falfe and flattering plaudits of 
the theatre, by outftepping nature and vio- 
lating the chafte fimplicity of truth. 

Vol. I. M Widi 
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With all due fubmiffion to the mock ma- 
jetty of Honor, who is the great manager that 
now feems to pitch' the tone for all our young 
performers, I cannot fay that the difciples of 
his training are to my tafte; I think it is 
a falfe ftile of ading, and, riiough his fchool is 
in fuch high vogue, it is not there I would wilh 
a friend of mine to form and fafhion himfelE 

I am miftaken if there is not a much better 
matter and guide, on^ whofe inttruftions point 
to the heart, who can draw out the whole foul 
of the aftor into the part he performs, and 
fecurc him an applaufe, when the drama clofcs 
and the curtain drops, from that ^tribunal in 
whofe judgment there is no error. Let the 
current of prejudice run as it will in favor of 
Honor, may my friend ever be found in that 
happy minority, which adheres to the precepts 
of Religion ! 

No more then of Sir George Revel ! I ap- 
plaud your forbearance j may he profit by it, 
and be convinced by your example that true 
courage does not confift in ferocity! He 
probably is indebted for his life to your mag- 
nanimity J and fo farewell to all my fears ! 

Shall I he frighted when a madman ftares ? 

§ ' ' ' With 
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With your duel ends my difputej a fatal in- 
ftance is too near at hand to efcape your 
notice, and I would not wilh to enforce my 
argument by referring to it. • 

Will nobody convince Lord G. that a 
proud mpi is the moji contemptible being in na^ 
ture ? Is it not hard this obvious truth is 
known to all the world but thofe whom it ap- 
plies to ? I now perceive he is a very blun- . 
dering politician ; the man is not fit for the 
trade he follows : Who would pretend to fet 
up in his bufinefs without brains ? and where 
qiuft they have been, when he overlooked 
your talents, and did not fee the weapons of 
an orator till he felt them in his vitals ? Is 
this fellow^ qualified to be the fteerfman of the 
ftate, who has not the wit to take in his fails 
till the hurricane furprizes him ? Away with 
fuch a fleepy Palinurus ! I am turned over 
once more to my old fide, and feel myfelf 
more comfortable in my oppofition quarters. 

We read your maiden fpeech in our coffee- 
houfe club, and took every word for granted 
as the papers gave it, though perhaps you 
would tell us it is no more like your fpeech ' 
than I to Hercules, I want no better proof of 

Ml . \v. 
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his'Lordlhip's unhandfome dealings widi you, 
tlian this evidence of your unmerciful dealings 
widi him J and I am lure if you had ever been 
let into his heart as a friend, nothing ^would 
have tempted you to lay it open as a fee. 
Ridiculous, inconfiderate man ! nobody would 
have required of him as a politician to ad 
from the heart, but every one will condemn i 
' him for want of common (kill and contriv- 
ance : it is plain he has not ftudied even die 
firft principles of his profeflion ; I fhall not 
wonder if he is hooted out of the cabinet : 
What a miferable figure will he malce at the 
work, when it is notorious to all the world 
that his righl band hath forgot its cunning. 

But he is alfo at enmity with his moft ex- 
cellent lady — ^And who can wonder at this ? 
when WAS folly not at war with underftanding ? 
when was madnefs reconciled toreafon ? He 
does right i he follows his proper courfe down- 
wards, according to the true back-flidings of 
nature ? Who fhall flop him ? he is fairly 
launched from the flip, and prefles headlong 
to the gulph that fhall receive him. 

Lend me~ your ear, Arundel, and I will 
whifper to you a fecret, which is not fit for 

any 
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any creature but yourfelf to. liften to — There ; 
is a certain lady who is not infen^ble to you. 
How I come to difcover this is no matter ; 
you may be a cautious writer, but I am an 
inquifitive reader. Who this lady is, what ' 
her defcription, age and perfon, I fhall not 
fay; whether walking and converfing with ^ 
you in the country, or attending upon- you 
during your confinement in town i whether 
inftrufting you as a monitrefs, or receiving in- 
ftruftion from you as a difciple, whilft you 
trace out the conftellations in the heavens to 
her uplifted eyes by night ; in whatever aft, 
attitude or employment 1 contemplate this 
yoitr amiable companion, I recognize a cha- 
rafter which I cannot be miftaken in. 1 hou . Ii . 
Jbrrow may confpire with time to fcften down 
thoje fires ^ that are fo bright in younger eyes, 
-yet are they fires, which by their gentlencfs 
only lure to a nearer approch ; yet is it for- 
row, which foftens the beholder into pity, 
and raifes up a powerful advocate in the 
heart. 

But what has a mpnk to do, you will fay, 
with fpeculations of this fort ? Certainly they. 
are no thefis for the fchools ^ yet love has its 

M 3 pupils . 
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■ pupils even within the walls of a coUegCj and 
nature can inftruft without the help of a lec- 
turer. However, as I am neither pupil nor 
profeflbr, I Ihall drop a fubjeft I have no right 
to (peak upon. 

Your recovery from a dangerous wound 
has been followed by ^ fadden change of for- 
tune, which in the language of the world will 
be called a very ftngular inftance of good for- 
tune : let mt therefore take the world's opi- 
nion upon truft, and join your friends in feli- 
citating ycu upon your late adoption. Why 
fliould I' not ? the eftatc, that will now de- 
volve upon you, is the eftate of your family j 
it has ever been in the lift of contingencies, 
and you are not taken by furpmc> as many 
arc, upon whom chance throws, her fiivors, 
and widwuc preparation elevates the proftratc 
fon of cuth into the uplhtrt man of confe- 
qucnce. I give it welcome,' therefore, as an 
event which affords your talents a difplay, and 
enlarges the fpherc of your activity. I flatter 
myfelf I ihall be able to appeal to one inftance 
of a great fortune rationally enjoyed ; you will 
neither languidly fubmit to be the prey of fcr- 
vants, or the dupe of Iharpers ; you have ever 
lived 
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lived in habits of temperance, and who that 
has once ejcperienced the bleflings of pure fim- 
plicity will proftitute his health, underftanding 
and confcience tp a life of voluptuoufiiefs ? , 
You are not, thank Heaven, in danger of be- 
ing feized by the fordid rage of g^ing, for 
you cannot wiih {0 to eniploy a fuperfluity, 
v/hich your tafte can difpofe of fo much more 
elegandy, and your fpirit beftow fo bene- 
iiccndy. 

That you may reap the firft-fruks of that 
generous dilpolition with all poflible fatisfac- 
tion to your feelings, I accept with, thankful- 
nefs the promife of your benefice in Kent, and 
aflure you that it opens to me every prolpeft 
cf iiappinefs your friendly heart can wifli it tq 
be accompanied with. 

Every circumftance about it, houfe, gar- 
den, demefne, the country, river, parifli, the 
people thcnafelves, all conlpire to render it 
the moft delegable fituation to me in life; 
and more than all, its neighbourhood to 
Arundel-houfe ftamps a double value on the 
gift. 

I (hall be ordained deacon next Sunday; 
and I have reafon to believe my Lord of Ely 

' M 4 will 
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will not rcfufe me prieft's orders very fliordy 
after. I certainly enter upon this office in hum- 
ble hope and with a (erious mind ; I have well 
reflefted upon the nature of our chiwch efta- 
blifhment, and am refciute to abide by all its 
forms, ordinances and ardcles, as therein laid 
down, without deviadon ; for I hope I am in- 
capable of prevaricating with an oath, and 
entering upon thefe folemn engagements rndi 
an unfteady, wavering allegiance ; no, Arun- 
del, I will imitate the feftaries in nothing but 
their diligence and induftry j neither will I 
enter the pale of peace and charity with a 
heart that can be hardened by a fpirit of into- 
lerance and bigotry. 

To be a good prieft in a country parifli> 
fuch as you defcribe, is tHe height of my 
wifhes, and if they fucceedj nothing Ihall 
tempt me out of my ftation; where I fix, 
there I will fall j your Kentifhmen fhall have 
me, fuch as I am, once and for everj for 
them I will live, and amongft them I will 
die : I am no feek^r after change or prefer- 
ment J nor, when I ani the fervant of God, 

will I fubmit to be the flave of ambition. 

It 
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It appears to me,, that Ibme clergyrpen 
feem to think their whole duties are com- 
prifed in the fervices of the feventh day ; but 
when fo many inftances happily occur to fhew 
the great moral advantages which may be de- 
rived to* a parilh from the careful fuperintend-** 
ance of a minifter who refides conftantly 
amongft them, it is a ftrong c%ll upon a man's 
confcience to (land by his truft, and confider 
every day in the week no lefs a day of duty 
than the feventh. As to what concerns the 
talk of preaching only, my idej^ is, that a con- 
gregation is firft to be inftrufted in the reli- 
gion they profefs, ajftd that morality will 
fpring from religion, as the fruit from the 
tree. I have therefore no partiality for thofe 
flight effays, fo much in vogue, which fcem 
Gompofed for fafhionable freethinkers, and one 
would almofk fiippofc, if charity did not forbid 
die imputation, that they were even compofed 
by freethinkers. This kind of flimfy do6trine 
(like fair-weather failing, that may be per- 
formed with any ordinary tackle) is very con^ 
vcnient for indolent divmes, as it requires 
litde labour, and no depth of ftudy j preach- 
ers, who court popularity fropi. polite. congrCf- 

M 5 gations. 
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garions, liFeft to fuit their language to their 
company, and, avoiding all harlh- truths, tell 
them rather what they like, than what they 
ought, to hear j the crimes, that cry out for 
correftion, are left untouched, and the lafli 
only applied where nobody preicnt can be hit 
by it. 

For my part, though I would, with great 
care avoid puzzling the underftandings of my 
rural flock, yet I conceive it is very fe^fible, 
in plain and eafy language, and by natural de- 
ductions, to proceed fyftematically in a chain 
of difcourfes through all the neceflary proofs 
of revealed religion. If this were done in a 
concife, intelligible manner, and fo methodized 
as the memory might retain it, I fliould ex- 
peft it would enable an attentive congrega- 
tion, even in a country parilh, to give a rea^ 
fen for the faith that is in them,, and with this 
view it might be proper tx> repeat it as occa- 
fion ieemcd to require, 'Upon this fyftem, 
once eftablilhed in the mind, all the moral 
duties of Chriftianity might be grounded, not 
in a vague and defultory manner, but in the 
chain and order of their dependancies one 
upon anothefi for I take it as a point ad'- 

- mitted, 
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mitted, that teachers of all forts muft proceed 
by method,, if they mean to fix in their hear- 
ers memories what they eflay to teach : liften 
to the- rambling arguments of a man, who has 
no mathematical principles in his head, and 
though he talks to you in the didlion of Tully,^ 
they will be words without ideas, a mere cluf- 
ter of unmeaning lentences. It is my purpoie, 
■ therefore, if it ever is my lot to have a ffieady 
congregation under my care, fo to conneft my 
fermons, as may lead my hearers ftep by ftep 
through a courfe of Chriftian doftrine, as if 
I was folving a prppofition in geometry ;. and 
I will , venture to pronounce, that whoever 
analyzes the whole feries and fyftem of Reve- 
lation in this manner, will find his faith eftab- 
lifhed by the procpj^ as clear and incontro-. 
vertible as. any mathematical truth founded 
a?pon dexnonftration. Farewell. 
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LETTER XL- 



Lady Loui/a G. to Lady Jane S. 



T A M fo haunted by Sir George Revel, and 
fufFer his vifits with ^o ill a grace, that I 
can wear the mafk no longer, and muft pofi- 
tively give him a flat refofal the very next time 
he baits me with his odious addreflfcs. 

My father begins to find he has gained no- 
thing upon me by my mother's abfence, and- 
grows very impatient j he is aftonifhed what I 
can difcover in Sir George to objeft to,, and 
then runs over a number of particulars, every- 
one of which he thinks the beft recommenda- 
tion 3 nian can have, and \ think the fum to.- 
tal would not weigh againft one grain of merit- 
Gh, Arundel, if nature had not given me a. 
heart to defpife thefe vanities, you would have 
taught me I 

Whilft my father is for ever tutoring and 
tormenting me in private,, my difappbinted lo- 
ver runs bellowmg up and down^ abuling me, 
. 8 10 
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to all the world, as the verieft coquette and 
jilt in nature, and I have too good reafon to 
believe that his animofity againft my exiled 
mother, provokes him to fay very bafe and 
fcandalous things againft her. I live in daily 
terror kft any of thefe reports fhould come 
round to Arundel's ears, whole fpirit would 
not bear a word to be faid againft Lady G. 

That gentleman has made his debut in Par-. 
Hament by taking a decided part in Oppofition. 
I can afl&re you the whole town rings with his 
applaufes; and (what is worft of all) our 
minifters loft their queftion, as they call it, fo> 
that I believe no queftion now remains but 
they will lofe their places. Every one of the 
junto are outrageous againft my poor father for 
letting fuch a genius as Arundel flip through* 
his hands ; and* this, with the affair of my mo- 
ther, has opened all mouths violently againft: 
him, though I am perfuaded he feels his error 
poignantly enough without any of thefe re- 
proaches to aggravate his regret. 

The eloquence, the youth, die perfon of 
Arundel, who was known to fcarce a mem- 
ber in the houfe, had an aftoni|hing eSc6t r 

juvenile 
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juvenile orators have oftentimes . come out 
with * credit in a fet fpeech, rehearfed as it 
were by heart j but this new phaeqomenon in 
Parlian[ient was two hours in his reply to one 
of the beft Ipeakers on the fide of adminiftra- 
tion, by which he eftablilhed his reputation 
beyond all exaniple. 

As his affair with Sir George Revel has 
been greatly talked of, it intcrefted the atten- 
tion of the houfe in an extraordinary degree, 
when that gentleman, who with all hjs mem- 
bers is come over to the minifter's fide, rofc 
as fbon as Arundel had fate down, and under- 
took to reply to him ; hO; began with^ fome 
vehemence to retort upon him for the unhand- 
ibme part he was taking, appealing to the 
candor of the houfe to judge if it was becom- 
ing for a nian fb new in his feat> and one who 
had been fo lately initiated, as an humble de- 
pendant on a noble lord high in office, into the 
privacy of his family, to avail himfelf of the 
intelligence he had gleaned (imperfedly as it 
appeared, but certainly not very hpnprably) 
in. his fcrvice, for the purpofe of employing it 
againft the very patcon, who had Emitted hm\ 
into his confidence ? That noble lord^ hb could 

fay 
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fay from hid own knowledge, was intitled to a 
t>etter return, as he had fliewn hirnfelf no lefs 
ready to beftow favors than to forgive offen- 
ces, and though his bounty had not been ac- 
cepted, he humbly conceived it ought not to 
have been forgotten. 

The gentleman, from whofe account I took 
down thefe particulars for your information^ 
faid the houfe feemed to feel the indelicacy of 
Sir George Revel's appeal, confidering what 
had lately pafled, and were very much dif- 
pofed to interfere, and call him to order i .but 
as foon as Arundel took up his reply, in which 
he conduced hirnfelf with gre^t coolnefs and 
difcretion, the filence and attention were al- 
moft without precedents 

In juftifying himfelf from the charge of in- 
gratitude and double-dealing), he went through 
a mzijly^ yet modeft, detail q{ his own prp-» 
ceedings during his connefidon with my father, 
and of the reaibns which diflR>lved it : theie 
indeed he touched with great delicacy, yet 
opened as much as fufficed very fully for his 
irvrn vindication : when jbc came to ipegk of 
the melaochbly event, which had wrought to 
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great a change in his fortune and condition^ 
all eyes were turned upon the venerable old- 
General, who, though in the laft ftage of in- 
firnnity, and in deep mourning for an only 
fon, had feated himfelf by his fidei a fb- 
lemn murniur ran through the houfcf 
every nerve feemed to vibrate widi the pa- 
thos of the fcene ; the feeble veteran put his- 
handkerchief to his eyes j the crifis was toor 
afFefting; Arundel's voice trembled, ftopt^. 
he paufed awhile, and then refuming his 
difc©urfc with greater energy, he broke forth 
into fo fine a flow of eloquence, awakened 
air the feelings, of his hearers, and ftruck the 
firings of pity with fo mafterly a hiand, thaj& 
decency could fcarce reftrain the houfe fi-om 
exclamations of applaufc. 'Twas then he 
turned his defence into attack, and made fo 
fierce a fally into his opponent's quarters,> 
that he raifed a general indignation againft 
the very perfon, whom he had been accufed 
of being ungrateful to; he ailerted, to the 
conviAion of all, that fo far fi-om betray- 
ing a benefador, he had fufFered under an 
oppreflbr — diat he could not abufe a confi* 
dencjc he had never enjoyed-— and that the 

ofFen 
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offer made to him was the refult of fear, 
not favor, and would have been difgraceful 
to accept. But what was remarked parti- 
cularly to his credit was, that not a word 
of perlbnality towards Sir George Revel 
clcaped from his lips j not a look that be- 
trayed contempt, not a fyllable that breathed 
defiance. 

Thus you have the whole fairly tran- 
Icribed from a very correft Reporter, of what 
pafled oh that memorable debate, which was 
clofed with the fpeech above related and 
a divifion, in which the ruling powers were 
overthrown ; a defeat, which I know enough 
of your polities, my dear Jane, to believe 
you will not be very forry for. 

Farewell, 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLI. 

Lady Louija G. to Lady Jane «?. 

T HAVE at laft peremptorily broke with Sir 

George Revel, and am free. 

No penitent ever returned from abfolution 
fo lightened in confcience as I am by what I 
have done : I felt myfelf afting a part of du- 
plicity, which I •muft take the liberty to fay 
was a charader entirely out of my caft, and of 
courfe very awkwardly perfcrmcd. 

A fine maq of Sir Gcot^'s fort^ .who looks 
upon the whole female world as drawn out in 
review for hini in his imperial humour to throw 
his handkerchief to the chofen fair, brooks the 
infult of a repulfe very ill. If he had not 
loved himfelf infinitely more than he did .me> 
his difappointment would have been intolera- 
ble i but as my opinion cannot lower him in 
his own, he feemed rather to pity my bad tafte 
than deplore his own hard fate. 

On the evening of the day I laft wrote to 
you I went to the Opera, and Sir George Re- 

vel> 
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vel> by privilege of cuftom, came into my 
box i he was more than commonly trouble- ' 
fome, and as my attention was particularly en- 
grofled by a certain pcrfon^ in the pit, I was 
not in the beft humour In the world : to con- 
fels the truth to you, that certain perfon was 
Arundel, who was fitting by old Lady Freville,^ 
and as it feemed in earneft converfation with 
her. 

I had fixt my eyes upon him fb attentively, 
that Sir George, by following their direftion, 
foon difcovered the objedl at which they were . 
pointed. 

I perceive, faid he, your Ladyfhip has found 
out an acquaintance i you are looking at our 
new orator ; but I fhould fuppofe you can find 
no great pkaiure in contemplating ingratitude, 
though at'a diftance. 

To this I made no anfwer^ and he pro-* 
ceeded. 

The vanity of that fellow is inllifierable; he 
comes here on purpofe to be ftared at : but 
though curiofity Ihould draw every eye upon 
an upftart novelty, your's at leaft metHinks 
Ihould be averted from the foe-profeflcd and 

(landerer of y^iir father. 

As 
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As you have had a full reply to that already, 
I fuppofe you do not expeft one fronn me. 

You need not put your lips to that trouble. 
Madam, I undfcrftand the language of your 
€yes. 

Not always, Sir George. , 

When have I failed to interpret rightly ? 

In your own cafe, as I Ihould think. 

I underfl-and you perfe<5lly. Madam i I can 
fee the paffion which prevails, when they are 
turned upon me, as I can difcover that which 
animates them wTiilft they are fixt upon him. 

Hold, Sir George, one conclufion at a time, 
with your leave : be as confident as you pleafe 
in your own cafe, but I defire you will make 
no conjeftures for any other* 

In my own cafe, then give me leave to tell 
you. Lady Louifa, that if I have been hitherto 
in a deception as to the real language of your 
eyes, it is becaufe you have hitherto been pleafed 
to conceal them under a mafk ; the inftant that 
ypu condefcend to take it oflF, and let them 
follow where the impulfe of your heart direfts 
them, I no longer think the honor of being 
your admirer, can compenfate for the difgrace 
of being rival to your mother's footman. 

. So 
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So faying he flounced out of the box, and , 
left me in a ftateof mind, in which it was hard 
to decide whether joy or indignation mofl: pre- 
ponderated. My agitation however was fo 
great between both, that I found myfelf una- 
ble to fit out the Opera, and, nobody being 
with me but Mrs. Courtenhall, I apologized 
to her for the diforder I was in and begged to 
go home. 

An embarraflment now enfued about get- 
ting up our carriage, as we had no gentleman 
to apply to i but depending upon what chance 
might tlirow in our way, we went down to the 
lobby to give orders for our fervants to be 
called. Fortune, (whether in malice or good- 
will I cannot pretend to fay) fo ordered it, 
that we fliould there encounter Mr. Arundel 
alone and going out of the houfe. My dif- 
trefs wa§ Vifible, and his embarraffment no lefs 
fo; he bowed with all pofiible relpeft; ad- 
vanced, retired, then ftopt as if uncertain what 
to do. His natural good manners at laft de- 
cided in our favor, and he addreffed himfelf to 
nte to know if I wanted any afliftance — would 
I command him to order up my carriage ? I 
accepted his fcrvice and he flew to fulfil it : a 

very 
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very (hort time brought him back to tell me 
the coach was ready, and my fervants in wait- 
ing. 

May I have the honor of taking care of your 
Ladyfhip, or am I impertinent? 

That can hardly be, I replied, diough they 
tell me I am in the enemy's hands. 

Yes, Lady Louifa, if he can be called an 
enemy, who would die in your defence. 

I will not fwear to you, my fweet Jane, that 
whilft he fpoke thefe words he aftually did 
prefs my hand, but I thought he did, I felt 'as 
if he did j the flutter I had been in feized me 
worfe than ever j I tottered, loft my fight and 
fcarce had power to proceed. He certainly 
did not overlook my diforder, for he fupported 
me with the greateft care, and flopping to give 
me time for recovery, with a look expreflivc 
of the tendereft refpeft, whilpered to me-^ 
Alas ! you arc ill j if enemies feel what I feel, 
how can your friends furvivc it? — As you 
have never heard his voice, Jane, you <:annot 
judge of its cffeft s I will not attempt at the 
defcriprion of it : my heart was full ; it was 
iwelling with indignation againft the wretch 
who had fo late infulted my ears with his 

abule. 
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abufe, it was ftrjuggling to fupply fome words 
that might convince him 1 did not ferioufly 
fuppofe he was my enemy ; but in the ftruggle 
words were loft, tears fupplied their place, and 
I had only ftrength to fay — For Heaven's fake 
take me to my coach 5 I fliall expofe myfelf. 

He obeyed me, but how I know not ; he 
conducted me through the crowd, put me into 
the coach, placed my conripanion by my fide, 
and we parted without another word. 

Oh Jane, Jane, Jane ! I love — give me fomc 
ftronger word. — There is none. — What ufe for 
language then ? away with it 1 it cannot reach 
my paffion. 1 have done. 



LETTER- 
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LETTER XLIL 

Lady- Louija G. to. Lady Jane S. 

ANOTHER letter, I hear you fay!— Yes, 
another — for I mufi write and you mufi 
read. 

Lady Freville has been with me ; Ihe is a 
dear, old, generous, confiderate creature, a 
friend to love, and, like Hofe^ 

A nurje* of young defire. 

I doat upon her to diftradtion, for I am fare 
Ihe c^me upon an errand from** Arundel this 
morning, to enquire after my health : fhe Jiad 
heard I went home ill from tlie Opera laft 
night. 

This good lady, as you well know, has st 
fine houfe, a great fortune, high birth and 
much vivacity j fhe keeps a circle, which is 
greatly frequented by the fine young men 
about town, particularly by the leaders of that 
party^ which is termed the Oppofition. Arun- 
del is her prime favorite, and I undcrftand is 

at 
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at Jier houfe moft evenings : ftie told me he 
had flipped with her laft night after the Opera, 
arid I can affure your Ladylbip, fays Ihe that 
though my boy (for fo Ihe calls Arundel) is fo 
angry with your father, he fays the fineft things 
in the world of you. 

Of me ! I replied, methinks I fliould be cu- 
rious to know what Mr, Arundel is pleafed to 
commend in me. • 

Now :I dare fay anfwered Lady Freville, 
you are prepared to hear a great many corapH- 
nnents paffed-^ipon your beauty, but I muft 
mortify yoor^ expeftations by telling you his 
encomiums were all directed another way, 
•which perhaps you may hold to be a great fo- 
Iccifm in politenefs. 

Pardon me, my good Lady, that is not my 
way of thinking. Well then, faid (he with a 
imile, you can well believe that bufy people 
will-be middling widi affairs they have no con- 
cern in ; and as a ^certain Sir George Revel, 
whom all the ladies think fo great a catch, has 
circulated your refofal of him pretty generally, 
there will be different ways of talking about 
it. I believe be has been at ibme pains to 
make his own ftory as good as he can againft 
» yoL.-L N you : 
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you : now thou^ all the world knows m^ 
love and efieem for my dear Lady Louiia^ yet 
ic is in^oflxble to keep all mouths fiiut in a 
mixt company^ and I believe fi>me folks take 
up the word fide for contradi^on fake. 

Dear madam^ there is no need of fi^ening 
the truth to me; I dare fay I was Ibundly 
abufed by fonae kind foul or other as the 
arranteft jilt in the kingdom. 

Not fb bad as that Lady liouiik; enough 
however to draw out the handicHneft defence 
from Mr. Arundel I ever heard : defence do I 
call it 2 it was sv pan^yric, that made every 
fenoale cheek in tlie room burn with envy ; it 
put malice quite oi|t of countenance^ I can af- 
fure you, and was followed by a filence, which 
nobcxly ieemed karidy enough to interrupt. 

At laft a grave old gentleman obfervedj tha^ 
it was a^ hopelefe to conviA JLady Loiafa be- 
fore fuch . an advocaise^ M it was. to ddfendr 
Lord G.' ^ainft fiich m Q|3penent. 

0ne of tjbe company pbferved to mie in sr 
whiiper, that die ypvingc li^y had probably re-- 
venged her fptbf rf sr . quarrel> iodinadng that 
)pux my dear^ had m^ Arundel's beact aton^ 

for what Lord Q.'l hs^ idu 

Now 
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Now this was an o&feryation- 1 50^ neidier 
fay yea nor imy to till I had confidted' you ^. 
but if you will give me an arrfwei? upda yow. 
authority, I will be faithful kv apply ing^ it* : r 
But is it ncccflaryy I dfeof^anlltrfj.thAtm^aBPi^ 
fwer fliDuld be given? arid if it ihould,- does ic * 
not rather reft with Mr. Aifundel thaa with'^ 
rae? Is net he- better able tjcvjudg^^f lie fljate-; 
of his own heart diaa I am 'foc'him? If you-^ 
wifli to know die* tr^tfb^ my deSw lady, had n&Ci . 
you better feek it fcom thefountaiilrhead f 
- Oh Hearfcns ! flae cried^ if be daned- c* tell, 
imnthat Ue was^imldve with, any; woman but. 
myfel^ I woald tear his ejresloijt . I ca^rt* 
hint lookmg at you at theoQpera^.and I &nt. 
him away with fuch a. lc^ure> ai he 'will not. 
foM^ f(M-geci I do hot knoiw wl^iether I rfHatiict 
turn iiito m]( houfe this eveninj^didtighil have^ 
a little pityaife party.oi ntufio and :fbathwant; 
his violin 5 now I was thinking, if yiltmXka'dy- 
ftiip will honor me with your affiftance at the 
harpfichord, we will fend him about his bufi- 
nefe and fhew him that we can do without 
him. 

I fancy I Ihould be anr, unwelcome vifitor 
upon thofe terms } you would find me a bad 

N 2 fubftitute 



26S A H U N D E L. 

fbUtitute ^r lo fine a perfi)rmer ; but as I am 
perfuaded your Ladyfhip has no reafon to fear 
an;^ livalj and me perhaps leaft of any^ had not 
you better let him in ? 

Then be it fo ! and if he dares to look afide, 
traft me for finding him out ; nodiing is fo 
iharp-fighted as jealouiy.-— But remember to 
come and bring all your charms with you^ 
youths beauty, love and harmony i if I triumph 
over theie, my glory will Jbe great indeed. 

Widi thefe words fhe ftarted up widi aJl the 
vivacity of a girl^ and taking me by the hand 
as fhe lefr die room, cried out, God ble& you^ 
my dear Lady, I adore you for your behavior 
to Sir George Revel ; there is but one man 
living, who deierves you. 
- And now, my dear Jane, I leave you a puz» 
zle to amufe yoarielf with gueifing at*-Do I 
go, or do I not go?-^^^/ is the fuefiion. 

FarewcIL = 
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LETTER XLIII. : 

« 

Lady Jane S. to Latfy Loui/a G. 

TLIO W can you be fo nonftnfical a chit ? D^ 

you gOy or Jo you not go to Lady Freville's ? 

^at is the queftion indeed ! No> child^ thajt 

k not tHe queftion which I Ihall anfwer, for it 

anfwers itfelf* You will not ftop at Lady 

Frcville's, when you are once fet a-goiog, if I 

feave any guefe at your motious : you will hav^ 

a longer journey on your hands before you are 

much older J for that fr amotion, which we are 

told Cometh neither from the Eaft, nor from the 

^eft, nor yet from the Souths can of courfe be 

found no where but in the North, and thither 

you will go in fearch of it. I have heard it 

faid there is an old blackfmith, ibmcwhere on 

t;he borders of Scotland, who, though but a 

footy fellow, is in great vogue for his * work- 

manlhip, and much reforted to for a particular 

kind of chains, which I think would fuit your 

Ladyfhip's tafte to a tittle, and perhaps lafl: 

you to the end of your life. Now if you» 

N 3 my 
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.jny pretty Louiia, would pay this fame black- 
fmith a viik, it would be realizing the old 
fufty fable of Venus and Vulcan ; and, to pre- 
vent miftakes, you may take your ^neas in 
your hand, and let his armour be fitted upon 
him in the ihop: I warrant it will then fit 
clofe to him. 

Well ! and how did my dear Arundel look 
at Lady FreviHe's, what did he fay and how 
did he fiddle ? I -find he draws a ftrong bow, 
as my poor Lord G. can witnefs. I adore him 
for his politics, for I am oppofrtion mad 5 in 
fhort, my dear, we of this houfc arc poor and 
hungry, and I do from my heart hope that 
Arundel will help to fmoak out ail the hive, 
and let us in for a fhare of 4^e honey. I wouM 
venture a good wager, Louifa, that at this very 
time of writing you are one of us. What a 
happy faculty thcfe young reformers have at 
conver&ig us maiden pupik to their opinions ! 
the wifdom of the aged is but lofl upon us 5 it 
goes for nothing. 

And fo you have had the affbrance to refiifc 
a lover, whom all the marrying world are pull- 
ing caps for ; and who but you could withftand 
ibeing the finefb, gayeft, richeft bride in Eng- 

• ^ land? 






A R- t/ >J D E L. ayi 

land ?' To be fure there arc a few flaws ki Sir 
George's charafter, a few trifling blemifbes, 
fuch as pride, ill-nature^ infolence, a-fmall 
propenfity to the brute, and no want of par- 
tiality for dear felf : but who ftumbles at 
ftraws ? and every Mils in the kingdom knows, 
that if her hufb«id will not make her happy> 
Icxnebody eUe will: tbtcre is always fome 
kind-hearted creature ready to take pity upon 
•dIfcOniblate wives, if they arc willing to make 
.their forrows knowA. It is my opinion then 
Sir George will tiever meet a fecond rebuff, 
urUefe he would conddfcend to caft the eyes of 
*his regard uponjne; oh! diat his proud fko- 
,mach wouklcome down fo low ! Marry ! if a 
f>oor SoMjCifli kflk like me was to fend him 
'packif^t it would break the neck of his pride 
at bnce i now you can only break his heart : 
'honor enough for him iiiat he naay boaft of 
jiaving thrown himfelf at your feet, though he 
has been toITed out of window for his teme* 
rity. 

Fie upon it 1 where am I icraipjjling out of 
windows? The thought of your dear, mother 
meets me by the way, and rebukes my idle 
ipirit for its levity. When I think cdf her, my 

^ 4 heavy 
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heavy heart is like poor king John's in die 
tragedy — 

It will not out of windows or of door s^ 

Oh that I was with her in her felitude F tell 
her^ I befeeqh you, if ffae wants a tame crea- 
ture to run abont the honle, and be faithful to 
her, I am at her fervice. I can hokl my 
icngue^when (he docs not wifli to hear me 
'talk, and I am too much my own friend not 
to be filent when ihe ipeaks : on diis fide ido- 
htry I have ever loved her more than any 
other woman ;. but when, (he was a great Lady, 
I forbore to make vnj court to ha^ as 1 how 
wilh to do in '. the decadence of her ftetune. Oh 
Arundel, how I love thee for thy gratitude and 
dpvotion to the charming Lady G. ! Lend me 
but thy Cdftus, my fweet Louifi, if thou haft 
IK) en^loyment for it thyfelf, and I will kvd 
all my borrowed charms at the heart of that 
4car dai^irfg/ellow, and fave him a trip to the 
blackfmith> for there is not one of my poor 
k insfolk, but will tofe their Scotch bonnets in 
the air for joy at my good luck : I warrant him 
t hey will fet the pipes a fqueaking, when he 
CO paes to f ergus caftle* In the mean tinie 

here 
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here I livoi without a lover, or even an ac- 
qiiiaintance, except one folitary tree that ftands 
now in my eye from the caClle eafemenr, the 
only ornament of the prolpeft 1 with whom F 
have made a fricndfhip, as there is a kind of 
lympathy in our fituations, being both left 
naked and alone in the wide worldy both^ 
planted in a bleak and barren foil, and alike- 
tinfliekered and expofed to all the blafts of 
Heaven : I vifit it every dayy and » I' ftand 
fighing under its branches^ the kind creature 
anfwers me with a melancholy murmur,, and-^ 
ruftles every leaf in token of its fellow-^1- 
ing. ;fl[^i6 the very emblem of celibacy, for if* 
I was to climb to the top of it: I am fure i 
could not ipy out a companion within: the 
range of vifion ; it ftands like Jcphtha's daugh-^ 
ter, bewailing its virginity upon tJie: moun- 
tains, and being of the ever>gfeen race has the 
property in common with odier old maids. of 
never changing its condition.^ If there had 
been a flower within* a mile of me I would 
have treated it with a garland ; but alas ! na* 
furfle-fingeted hours fiing rffe^ fting odours: 

Within the caftte waUs all is not habittJble 
/ N 5. ' that 
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that thqr cncloie; there are troi^iie^ baimefs, 
^nd tftfunvr m the hall that bd|>eak die war- 
like dignity pf the houle, but diere is wanting 
th^t wl»ch ihoyld cover its nakcdnds, for it 
is open to the iky, and the bats how perch 
upon thofe caiques, where vi6kory took pdl 
in times of yore : at the upper end, upon a plat- 
form elevated by three ftone fteps, is a chair 
pf ftate for the grece laird of the manfioo, over- 
hung with a canopy of plaid drapery, which 
in obcdieace to the laws of the kingdom no 
longer ob&|ves any diftinftion of colours, and 
woe betide the ambitious chieftmn who (hould 
<lare to eiKhronc himfdf under its rott^ roy- 
alty. On Cftch fxde of this throne are two go- 
tiiic archcs> both which in better days wer« 
complimented widi doors, but- one onjy en- 
joys that diftiftiftion at prefent> and this deli- 
vers you into a great chamber, which we, by 
courtefy^ call habitable, and fo it is more, 
properly by contrail:, for here i^y Vj^fierabl^ 
anceftors bang by the wall with their name^ 
and foxes very coofider ^ely told by the pw-. 
ter, who would elfe have heqvieAtbed * riddle 
to pofterity too difficult for us to expoynd- 

Here * alfo fits lay living unceftof , nay iiohle 

^jrand- 
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grand-mother J in her eightieth year, the mo- 
ther of three earls, and the widow> alas ! of 
tivo : a monf nful wiieck> 

In Jecond childijhnejs and mere ohliviony 
Sans teethy Jans eytSyJans fafteyfoHs eimy thing. 

/And here fit I, watching the laft ebb of na* 
ture in the only relique time and the fword 
have left me^iave one beloved brother, lord 
fof thcfe ruins J the braveft hero and the beft of 
xnen, who is now bearing the Engliih thundef , 
ever the waves of the ocean againft a worldia 
arms : the God of battle, giver of all vidor^ 
proteA him and his gallant comrade, where-f 
4cver they are ! Wonder not if I adore the name 
of Arundel, when it is the brave John Arunr 
del, uncle of your JPrancis, who is the gallant 
comrade4 allude to \ with this veteran my bro* 
ther is now cruifing \ under him he has beeif 
trained &om a child ; he it is who has edu« 
c^ed;, fathered, and be&iended him; underbid 
copnmand he is now failing, die di&iple in a 
^igate^ the mailer in a line of battle ihip $ 
h^ his fide perhaps he is fighting. Arundel 
taught him to be a feaman \ Heaven made hin;i 
a hero,: ^Farcwfjl, ; 

N 6 LETTER 
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LETTER XLIV. 



Aruttdd lo the- Countejs of G, 



/IS your Ladyfhip^ great kindhefs Ka$ 
given me a claim upon you for advice iii 
any difficulties, I beg leave now to refort to you 
ibr your judgmenr in a cafe, than which no*- 
thii^ carr be more intereflang to my feelingsi. 
at the fame time that I am doubtful how I 
ought to a6t in it with aU becoming, delicacy 
towards the party concerned* 
■ There is alady of high rank, to whom I am 
under the^ grcateft obligations, and for whom 
my heart entertains every relpeffful fentiment 
of eftcem and gratitude," now in a very pecu^^ 
liar fituationi having been- exiled from her 
houfe and? family by the tyranny of her LordJ 
and fiving in a retired and Iblitary cottage (m 
the fea-coatt without z^ friend or eompanion 
with her^ and Iblaced only by thofe confcious 
rcflfi(9tion5, which thciunblemilhedreftitude of 
d ho- 
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her own virtuoiis conduft may fuggcft for hcf 
.relief and connfort. * 

A heart, thair overflows for the unmerited 
llifFerings of this amiable exile, prompts me t6 
exprefs to her the fenfibility, with which it is 
penetrated in her behalf j. and to attempt at 
telling her,, (if words could tell what it feels J - 
how entirely k is devoted to her— but alas! I 
am doobtful if I ought to do this, and am 
afraid left the delicaqr of her foul might, refent 
the introfion of my officious zeal upon* * the 
ikcred privacy of her retirement;. 

You^ Madam', to- whom all thefe fine fceb-^ 
ings are pr^nt, will inform me how to a6t j 
and,^ that you. tnaypofiefs ymtkWo£^e cafe in 
all its circumflances,^ I befeech of you t^ put 
yourfelf in the predicament of the lady I de» 
fcribe^ and,, crediting me for what 1 profels,, 
and even more than I can profefs, anfwer as. 
m her perfon,, and dire£l: my doubtful judg*^ 
ment how to proceed*. 

If there -was a thing within the compafs o^ 
my faculties to attempt,, if there was a fervice 
to be undertakea for her fake, though it in- 
volved the faerifice of my Hfc, I have zeal anci 
ardor eqiual to the talks but if this mo- 

, mentj. 
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menCj when I wifli her moft to know it, is the 
very moment, when I ought not to declare it, 
your decifion will imftofe filenee upon me, 
which however painful jK> preferve, I will ftill 
perfift in; for let nae fiiffer any imputaticm, 
even of ingratitude, . raChtfr than give occafion 
to the world but to hint at a fufpicion^ that 
might fully her immaculate chara^r, and 
fijrniih an injurious bufband with matter &r 
rttort. 

When I was laid up by a wound fomc 
time ago^ flie had the tendereft commifera^ 
don for my bodily pain; fhall I not feel 
pity for her mental agonies, npw Ihe is wound?- 
ed in fpirk by the ihaip fangs of unkind- 
Refs? 



/ • 
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LETTER XLV. 



^e Count efi of G. to Arundel. j ' 

» 

A Solitary being, expelled from fojCiety, 
fcems ill calculated tx> cwnfel. thofe wW 
live in it. Had I pofleffqd tjie.art of accpm- 
mnodajciDg yny pfjociples^ to the ; tempqr? ao4 
fafhions of the worid, I l^ad not now beeni 
exiled to this folitudc ; and yet I have not ^ 
ibon forgot the manner of all worldly -things, 
as to he totally withovitan wfwcr to t^ quef-r 
tion you put: to me. 

If you, on whom the fudden pofleflion of 
a great &rtune has juft fallen, have b^;ufi 
the career of picture, as it is called, which, 
feldom fails to appertain to it, the mp^e poo(l^ 
confonant to the eftablifhed praftice of men of 
pleafure is to avoid pain and trouble. In that 
caie it will be totally out of charafter, and 
againft all rule of felf-gratification, to concern 
yourfelf any. further about this melancholy 
being, whofe fcqueftercd cottage by the fea- 

Oiorc 
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ihorc can fumifh no delights to you, and 
whole dull ibciety will only damp the fpring 
of pleafure^ which fhould know no relaxation^ 
or remiflion of aftivity, in your boibm. 

On the C9ntTary3 if, amidft the fblicitations 
of the fenfes^ you are dill awake to the feel- 
ings of the foul J if you can luppofe there is a 
joy in bellowing comfort to the afflidbed, and 
have any tafte for the delights which Ipring 
from within, as wdl as for thofe which court 
you from without, then, Arundel, you will 
turn your fteps- from riiofe flowery paths,, 
where pleafore leads the dance, and ftrike into 
the narrow, winding crag, which, over rocks 
and thorns^ ufhers benevoltacc into the houfc* 
of mourning : you will go to that folitary cot=- 
tagc^ by the iea-fide ; you will vifit your af- 
IliAed friend, and, if flie is clothed in the* 
armour of virtue, (he will not fear the fhafrs^ 
of maliee.. 



L E T T £ M 



A R UN D E K 281 



LETTER XLVL 

I V . - 

\ 

Lady Loutja G. to Lady Jane^ S. 

* 

/k LAS ! my dear Jane, the hope that 
gleamed upon my profpeft, how fud^ 
denly is it overcaft ! . 

No fooner had Lady FreviUe left me, thaa 
my father came into my room : for fome day« 
I had fcarce exchanged a word with him, and 
-whenever we met he appeared fuUen, dull and 
'out of ipirits. I was willing to afdriberit to 
the derangement of his political fituation> and 
i now underftand it* to be decided that he is 
to i:et3re from office, and that there will be a 
total change of minifters. 

His countenance very fufficiently indicated 
that I 'was to encounter his difpleafure j but 
when I expefted it to breajk fprth, as ufual 
with him, in feme fudden guft of pafllon, he 
-fat deliberately down, and without any eleva- 
tion of voice, began by telling me, that my 
condu^ towards Su- George Revel had at •hit 

put 
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put it out of all doubt that I was in league 
againft him with my mother and that viper 
( meaning Arundel), whom he had foflered in his 
bofom. Yes, added he, bgrateful child, whom 
I have fo foplifhly doat^ on, it is not in the 
nature of things to fuppofe you would have 
rcfufed a match, fb defirable in itfelf, and fo 
milch the objeA of my wiihcs, had you not 
been combined with thofe inceixlianes under 
my own roof in a plot againft my honor, hapr 
faari3 and ioterelt Could you be fo blind as 
•not to fee your mother's faring partiality for 
,tiiat fellow Arundel? Did ihe not employ 
liim as her inftrument in die firil place to af- 
£ront Sir George, a«d when the .quarrel did 
not tcrminace to her mfh, but her runotr got 
chafiifed for his ioiblcnct;, jbe cabaikd witii 
him for traverfiQg noy meafures, and turoiag 
your affcftions from their mitural bent in his 
favor ' to an abfolute rgeftion of him ? Who 
but fhe infpired her favorite with thofc pre- 
fumptuo\jis notions of himfelf, which broke 
out with fuch infolencc upon our laft inter- 
view in this houfe, fo that when I calmly took 
him totafk for his officioufnefs in my faaxily 
affairs, he anfv9«red me in fuch a ftile^ that I 

was 
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was neceflitated to diimife him fix)m my ici*- 
vice ? And now, ^l^n by a fudden fttift ^ 
fbrtime he is ftapted- into ; coafequewe, i(n4 
been brought into parliament, what but t^ 
ftinnulations of her refentful perfecutiog Ipirit 
could have provoked him to ftand tip s^inft 
me with fuch perlbnal animofity, and ia thr 
bittereft ftrain of inveftive attempt to iM<:km 
land arraign my charkder, who have been the 
friend that brought him into notite* tHe 
rnoving 5^ring of all the undefcrved (ii£te& 
^hat has befallen ' him ? Nay, I can well tie-* 
lievc that flie is capable of furniiOring him 
with hints and heads for his abuflve^ virufcnt 
Philippic ; for where fliould he difcover or in-- 
<vertt miat^er fof his calumny? and how ihotild 
fi Taw academic ftart up at onop a pditidan 
iand declaimer, unlefs fome fuch mifchief- 
fnakiflg meddler had been at work to tutor 
him in the trade? Rcafons enough thefe in 
all confcience for the ftep * I have taken ia 
breaking all conne6tion with your mother, and 
determining upon that feparation, which I am 
now refolved Ihall be as rigidly obferved on 
your part, Louifa, as on mine 5 for hencefor- 
ward I forbid you even to write to her or corrc- 

ipond 
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jpond with her in any ftiape; and if you dare 
to tranfgrefe thcfe commands, I will find 
means to make yoB rue the hour you dif- 
obey me. 

Here I intcrpolcd, by remin^ng him that 
he had promifcd both my mother and me, 
upon our parting, that I Oiould be permitted 
€0 write to her. 

It is no matter, replied he, what. I promiied 
then ; I have upon mature refleftion now dc^ 
cermined otherwife, and I fee the danger of 
your intercourfe in a ftronger light than at that 
time it appeared to me in. Take notice alfo^ 
that yoii had not then declared yourfelf agdnft 
Sir George Revel ; nay, I had every reaibn to 
believe you meant to comply with his wifhet 
and mine, by giving him your hand. Did 
you no& encourage this delufion ? and do you 
fuppofe^ any fether can continue to repofe the 
lame confidence or afFe6Hon in a daughter, who 
repays his kindnefs and betrays his truft by 
feizing the very firft occafion for thwarting all 
his hopes and proje<3:s for her happinefs ? No 
JLouifa, you have cured m€ of my partiality, 
and have nothing now to expeft from me but 
jufticejr. and a ftrid attention to prevenj: your 
: remaining 
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remaining in the hands 'of thofe infidious. 
courilellors, who have already been but too 
luccefsfol in perverting your natural gpod 
qvialities, your judgment, your duty. Who 
can tell what chimeras . may have'^iprung in 
your mother's projecting brain, fmce her fa-. 
vorite Arundel is become fo much the favorite 
of fortune alfo? Both his protc<5:relfe5 arc 
blind alike, and you, child, who have been, 
egre^oufly blind in one iriftance, may be fa 
in another, and, with the; help of . her trea- 
cherous inftigations, for aught I know, be 
trepanned into a paflion for that delpicable 
fellow, and complete the ruin of noy peace for 
ever. ' ' ' 

Here he caft his eyes upon me, and (being 
me in confofion, exclaimed. Yes, yes, you 
may well be overwhelmed with flmme a^i^d 
confufion j . but remenaber what I tell you^ 
Madam, Were I certain at this moment that 
you had ever meditated an a^ of that delpe« 
ration, I would confine you, ftarve you, anni- 
hilate you, fooner than you Ihould fo diigrace 
yourfelf, and combine againft your father 
^ith his bittereft enemy 5 therefore if you arc 
dilpofed at once to put my heart to reft, and 

leave 
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fcave it clear from this and every other fufpi^. 
cion, comply with my advice, gratify me by 
Invoking what hav pai&d with ijSir George^ 
and allow him to nenew his addrefles to you,^ 

Here he paufed, and feemcd to expeft my. 
anfwer ; but fiading me lilent, he proceeded in 
a milder tone- 
Do thiS) Louifa, and be again the beloved, 
of my foul; be free a^^air, srfkj what you will, 
and my fondaeis flaall confent to it i vifit your 
rrtother when you will, where you will, nay^. 
if that is your defire, bring her home, reftore^ 
her to her fsmnily, my aniis ftxall then be op^n; 
to receive and welcome her ; — but if you will 
not, if you will not do this, but ftill perfifl; 
m obftinately oppofing my defuTc, I exaft your 
folema Vow upon the Ipot, never hencefor* 
ward to exchange : a thought,, word^ or look 
with that viliaih- Arxindelj at any rime^ pr 
upon any occafion;. and at tfie faiaje time I 
forbid Ifil* future: cfjrnBi^orid^n^e yfith your 
mother.*— Now take your ehoiee j L wait for 
yeur reply- 

^ Ah Sir, feid- ly wJiilft the tegrsjguihcdfronv 
ntf ^yes, what zn. agonizing ^ternarive have 
you now forced upon my choice! Are there 
'"*>•*' no 
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no means left for appeafing your difpleaftire 
but by facrificing my own happinefs ? No 
hope of reconciling you to my unhappy mo- 
dxer b\Jt by devoting myfelf before the altar 
Vfitk lying lips and a revolting heart ? Muft 
I never embrace a beloved parent (Jit I join 
hands^ with him who is of all men my aver- 
fioA ? never be permitted w Ipeak domfort to 
her affliftion, till I .pronounce the fatal word, 
that fentences me to miiery, perhaps to guilt, 
for ever ? Is this my choice of horrors ? Arc 
th^fe the allotted portions of wretchednefs, 
from which I toi now commanded to eleflt my 

^ doom for life? ' 5 

He paufed iwhife, and looked me fterlil/ 

m the face*-then recellefting himfelf^ taunt-* 

' ingly replied-^ Your imagination, Madam> 
nftay fill bodi fides of l4ie pifture with horrors ; 
1 qoneeive they exiftonly on the reverie ctf 
tfcat ^hicfa it Is your- duty to-chufc : I ^nfi Ik^ 
dsfied I prbpofe a^ genderimn who will' ma^k^ 
you happy ; you may^ have a wretch in your* 
eye, wiiom 1 hold in my arVerfioft, therefore it 

■ behovtes me va be penemptory ! I dDn^t wi(W 

f. to.be amu&d. by^eloi][U6nce and deelan^dciotf, £ 

4 defire 
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define only to be anfwered with fincerity and 
truth. 

Then, my Lord> I refign into your hands 
that lifcy which under God you gave me; i 
devote myfelf to death, the laft refource of 
human mifcry. When you have thus diipofed 
of my mother and myfelf you will have exe- 
cuted the full powers of a hufband and a 
father. 

Whether he was alarmed at the agony * with 
which I uttered thefe words, or awakened by 
fome flings of conscience at the conclufion df 
them, I cannot pretend to determine, but be 
took me gendy by the hand, ^ and in a low 
vctfce faid — Be comforted, Louifa^ I am 
your father itill, and cannot forget to love 
you ; but regard me as a father, and enable mc 
to folfil the promife by which I haV^e bound 
mytdf to Sir George Reyel : do not compel 
me to break the word which I have given 
him, that he fhall at leafl: be admitted to re- 
ficw his addrefles to you : if I cannot prevail 
with my child to give him her confent, give 
him at leaft a hearing at my requeft; furely 
you will not refi|ie that to a father : and in 

die 
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the mean time I truft you will pledge your 
honor to me not to converfe, correfpond with, 
or (if that can be prevented) even to fee Mr. 
Arundel. Are thefe unreafbnable requifitions, 
Louifa ? will you not grant .this moderate re- 
queft to your father ? , 

I were inexcufable if I did not promife you 
to fulfil every one of thefe conditions moft fe- 
ligioufly. 

Then retire to your chamber, my dear, he 
replied, compofe your fpirits, and- be afllired 
I have no other wilh in life but to make you 
happy. ' 

Thus ended a converfation, painful through 
its whole progrefs, though the violence it 
commenced with was in fome degree Ibftened 
at the conclufion. 

Thefe irkibme.condirions muft be obferved. 
I ihall fend an apology to Lady Frevillfe. 

Oh my Jane, if I were now ftanding under 
thy folitary tree, in the bleakeft wind that 
ever fhook its weather-beaten branches^ I 
could, fo Arundel were by my fide, 

K Smile on the tempeft and enjoy the ftorm. 

Farewell. 

Vol. I. O LET* 
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LETTER XLVIL 

Arundel to Charles Mortlake. 

f T is now in my power to inform you, that 
the old incumbent of Packington is dead, 
^d the prefentadon to that living waits your 
accq)tance. You will not be in any hafte to 
remove, till I hav6 taken a furvey of the pre- 
mifes, and put things in comfortable order 
for your reception. As you tell me you are 
refolved to build your neft for life, I would 
fain have it made fit for a tenure, which I 
hope in God will laft long and be happy. 
They tell me every thing is in decent repair ^ 
but be this as it may, we will have no talk 
about dilapidations, for I cannot endure to fee 
a parfon raking in the afhes of his predecef- 
fprs, and wringing from the hands of widows or 
of orphans /i&^jfr vile trajh. Let that talk de- 
volve upon the patron j let the gratification of 
preparing an afylum for the friend of my life 
be mine. Upon this delightful errand T am 
4 QOW 
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now fetting out, and you may depend upon it 
I Ihall not let the work (Teep in my hands. 
"S^hen* I am on the Ipot I will inform you of 
particulars; till then, adieu !^ 

P» S. Not another word upon the fubje£t of. 
I^ady G. if you have any regard for my peace. 
Lady Louifa has actually refufed' Sir George 
Revel — Divine, angelic girl, how I adore 
her ! I can now for the firft time fay my 
Avound is healed ; I am whole again. I am 
juft now fetting off for Lady Freville*s, where 
I fhall meet her this evening. My eyes, my 
ears, will be bleft. — Oh hope, my heart em- 
braces thee ! 

Tantum ! * 



O a LET- 
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LETTER XLVIIL 



^^be Cauntijs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dortncr. 



TX7 HE N I was beginning to feel fomething 
" ^ like a dawn of peace, my fpirits have 
been agitated afrefh by a letter from Arjindel, 
guarded indeed, relpeftful and foniewjiat ob-; 
fcurc in its manner j but my foolifli heart 
caught at the lure^ and eagerly embraced the 
diftant offer of a vifit. 

I am at once delighted and alarmed with 
the idea j I reproached yet could not com- 
mand myfelf. I am fenfible I have done 
wrong J I icnow he ought not to come hither. 
' Put afide vain and foolijh talking, and for once 
give me your fober and found judgment : Shall 
I revoke the invitation ? I am refolute to 
obey, if you advife it. Farewell. 



LETTER 
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LETTER XLIX. 

• • ■ 

^be Hon. Ms. Dormer to the Counte/s of G. 

London. 

TD Y no means, my ever honored and beloved 
Lady, admit the viiGit of Arundel. 

Events have come to pafs in your family, 
i^hich perhaps you are not yet apprized of. 
Lady Louifa has abfolutely difcarded Sir 
George Revel i Ihe has had a cafual interview 
with Arundel at the Opera, this I learn from 
Gofllp Report, alias old Lady Frcville : I am 
going to her party this night ; I am to take up 
your daughter in my way, and I alfo know that 
Arundel will be there. — Mufic is the pretence, 
but take ipy word for it, love is at the bottom 
of it. It is creeping into the world, nay it has 
already crept. 

Need I add another word ? It would be 
an infult to your delicacy, to your difcretion, 
to your maternal feeling. I leave it with your 
6wn excellent heart to decide. Farewell. May 
Heaven protect and blefs you ! 

LETTER 
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I. E T T E R L. 

^he Countefs of G. to the Hon. Mrs. Dormer. 

"VT O T for the earth would I admit of a vifit 
from Arundel. I will put that mifchief 
beyond the reach of chance or temptation. I 
will leave the kingdom immediately. 

Strange as it may appear, yet I give you 
my honor it is true, that until I came to this 
place I did not know Sir Francis Arundel has 
a family feat in this country, and as I am now 
informed not many miles from the houfe I am 
in. Whether this would or would not have 
been a motive with me for coming hither> 
when I had a retirement to chufe, is a queftion 
I will not a(k of myfelf, let it fuffice that it is 
now become no queftion at all> but downright 
fate and neceflity that I muft fly from it forth- 
with. 

Oh horrible! what terrors rufli upon my 
mind of dangers narrowly efcaped, temptations 
rafhly encountered, deliverances providentially 
vouchfafcd ! 

You have now redeemed all former errors 5 
your laft letter has inclofed an antidote for the 

poifbn^ 
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j>oifon, which your firfl: contained. The ope- 
ration has been fevere, but the cure is radical ; 
the cauftic has penetrated to my heart, but the 
jcanker, which would have confomed it, is it- 
felf confumed : you have fayed me; you have 
laved yourfelf, and atoned to virtue. 

Why did not my Louifa confide to me the 
very firft approaches of her paffion ? How 
vras it that I did not difcover them ? Where 
i?<ras my intuition? — ^Ah! where indeed? di- 
verted, mifapplied, engroffed by treacherous 
propenfities, blind leaders of the blind. 

The affair of Sir George Revel is not new 
to me; what relates to Arundel is unexpcfted; 
but when I recall paft circumftanccs to my 
memory, I fee clearly many things by retro- 
ipeftion, which efcaped unnoticed at the time; 
and I am convinced that the impreflion was 
given, and has been deepening, from their very 
firft interview. 

Oh my Louifa, my child, what a fcene of 
difficulties is now opening upon thee! what 
fury wilt thou have to encounter from my 
Lord, what malice, what refcntment from Sir 
George! Now who fhall prevent a mortal 
encou^uer between Arundel and his rivai ? 
Can you wonder if I fly from the world, if 

I hide 
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I hide myfelf from thefe approaching terror^ 
helpkis as I am, and alike incapably either to 
prevent them coming, or meet them when they 
come ? No, my good friend, let me fink into 
oblivious folitude, let me fteer my feeble bark 
out of the ftream of this overwhelming torrent. 
May Heaven direft, prefepve and biefs my 
child ! May ihe be happy in the amis o[ 
Arundel ! May I repofe myfelf in fecrecy and 
retirement ! 

I Jiave formed my plan, and ifaall not lofe a 
moment in pjcparing^for it : when I am arriv- 
ed at the place of my deftination I fliall write 
to you ; but as I mean to keep it private fixjm 
all but you, even from my daughter herfclf 
and Arundel above all, I muft conjure you in 
the moft folemn manner never to divu^e my 
fecret. 

Time may bring all things round ; if Pro- 
vidence befriends my child and Ihe is happy 
with her Arundel, dien I will come forth and 
claim participation in the blelTing : if not, 
death is my afylum ; I fink unnoticed into the 
forgetful grave. Farewell. 

END OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 



